
The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 15th December 2008 at 7.30pm.  District Cllr Mrs Brighton OBE, District Cllr Clarke and County/District Cllr Oxby were present.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman




Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman




Councillor Mrs C. M. Griffin




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor R.C. Narborough




Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: An apology from Cllr Canner was recorded.  Cllrs Carrington and Mrs Griffin declared a prejudicial interest in item 9e, when a possible application for a Public Works Loan for work on the Village Hall would be discussed, as they were both also Trustees of the Village Hall.

2.  Clerk’s Notes from the Meeting on 17th November 2008: The notes from this meeting had been distributed to each member and were taken as read.  The Chairman proposed that the notes be accepted and approved as minutes and this was unanimously agreed.
3.   Matters Arising:

3a. page 1 item 3a Information Packs for New Residents: One pack had been issued leaving one pack in stock. Cllr Narborough offered to re-print 3 copies to replenish those recently distributed and he was thanked by the Chairman for his support.

3b. page 1 item 3b Web Site: It was reported that winter pictures were on display and routine maintenance was ongoing.

3c Payphone Provision: The Chairman recalled the agreement at the previous meeting for a letter to be sent to the Officer at NKDC dealing with the payphone provision and copy same to the NKDC Chief Executive. This had been undertaken and a copy of the response had been given to each Member for information.  In return an email had been received from the NKDC Chief Executive who acknowledged the Parish Council’s concerns and advised that the District Council supported the retention of public telephone boxes wherever possible.  In this regard it was understood that the District Council will have a chance to consider a further response to BT and the options available would be reviewed and we would be notified of any development.

3d Freedom of Information Publication Scheme: A draft of the model scheme was noted and certain sections were highlighted as areas to which the Parish Council had no current policy or procedure, or were not involved with those services.  It was proposed by Cllr Carrington that the Council adopts the draft and authorise the scheme to be displayed to meet legal requirements.  This was seconded by the Chairman and unanimously agreed.

3e Code of Conduct: The Member Services Officer at NKDC invited councillors to attend training on the Code of Conduct.  Three sessions were proposed and these were outlined by the Chairman. Members were asked to inform the Clerk if they wished to attend so that bookings could be made. 

4.  Planning:  Cllr Carrington reported that the Appeal against the works to trees on plots 2 & 3 Grange Lane, for the removal of two Black Pine and crown lift six Yew trees and one Holly tree had been dismissed by the inspectorate on the grounds that the works were excessive.  

5.   Environment: 

5a. Highways Issues: Councillors had walked the village with Highway officials on Friday 21st November 2008 and an updated list of actions had been received and copied to all members for information.  The accumulation of leaves on roads and footways was raised. The Clerk was asked to enquire with NKDC when leaf sweeping would be undertaken especially on Heighington Road (between Sibthorpe Gardens and Grange Lane) and School Lane at the junction with Canwick Hill. Cllr Hales recalled the discussion with Highway Officials about the bad state of the surface along Glebe End and volunteered to speak with residents about the situation. Cllr O’Melia referred to the broken down chain link fence near the hand gate on the south side of the playing field adjacent to Lincoln Road at the top of Canwick Hill. He recalled two accidents that occurred recently at that location and was concerned about safety for pedestrians. In this regard he considered the installation of a barrier might provide an element of safety.  It was agreed to raise the issue with Highway Officials.

A discussion evolved about the opportunity to have a library service in the village and interface the service with coffee mornings.  It was agreed to ask County Councillor Oxby to speak with Officers at the County Council about the possibility of transferring a current two hour mobile service from Washingborough to Canwick.

6.  Correspondence:

6a. Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils (LALC) News Issue 132 November 2008: The latest edition of the LALC News had been received and copies had been circulated to all Members. Various topics were highlighted and Members were encouraged to read the paper.  

6b. Lincs Fire & Rescue Integrated Risk Management Plan, 6 Year Action Plan Consultation: The receipt of this document was noted by the Chairman for information. We were invited to return comments by 6 February 2009.

6c.  Emda News - Autumn Edition: The receipt of this periodical was noted.

7. Four Parishes Cluster Group: 

7a. Devolved Fund Play Area at Canwick: The Chairman reported that the Playing Fields Committee had submitted the Planning Application.

8.  Parish Plan Steering Group: Members were advised that work was on-going.

9.  Finance:

9a. Bank Account Update: A statement had been produced and showed a balance of £7,007.42 in the deposit account, and £470.04 in the current account following the deduction of un-presented cheques for £226.48. The situation was accepted and approved by Members.

9b. Payments Due in December: An invoice covering payments for the Dog Warden Service and the quarter year salary and income tax payments for the Clerk were approved for payment.  The Clerk reported that Veolia Environmental Services had yet to send the invoice for the cutting of the boundary hedge of the playing field.  The previous month’s authorisation to pay the invoice on receipt was upheld.

9c. Grants: An application from Lincolnshire Police to sponsor a team raising funds for LIVES was received.  During a discussion it was agreed unanimously that we were unable to support the initiative.  The Chairman referred to the annual grant to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) which allowed all parishioners to be buried in the Churchyard, regardless of faith.  Cllr Carrington volunteered to liaise with the PCC about the present situation and it was agreed to defer the matter to the following meeting.

9d. Transfer of Funds: A transfer of £800 to retain a working balance was approved

9e. Precept 2009/2010: A draft paper had been produced by the Clerk using the accounts records over the previous two years and showing spending balances and funds committed to complete the Parish Plan, traffic calming measures and Church signs.  Set against those figures was a list of anticipated expenditure in the forthcoming financial year - (copy on minute file).  The 2008/9 precept had been £4400 but the Chairman reported that no information on precept requirements, or the maximum increase allowable, had been received from the District Council.  However, Cllr Mrs Brighton advised that it would be needed by mid-Jan 09, and also advised that parish council precepts were not capped, noting Washingborough P.C’s plans to help fund their new pavilion with a loan over 49 years.  It was agreed that a small percentage increase would be required.  However, in addition, the costs of a possible Public Works Loan also needed to be allowed for.  The declared interests of Cllrs Carrington and Mrs Griffin were noted once more before Cllr Carrington recalled the previous meeting’s discussion about development at the Village Hall and updated members about the project.  He affirmed that revised costs were to be sought and that they would be applying for external funding towards the scheme once more.  As Trustees, he and Mrs Griffin asked that the Parish Council consider providing a loan to illustrate local commitment in light of its previous agreement to give general support to the development.  They then left the meeting.  The Clerk provided information about Public Work Loans, together with examples of costs.  After discussion, the Chairman proposed that the Parish Council allow for likely loan costs of around £500 in the coming year, for a capital sum as yet to be determined, for a Public Works Loan and to adjust the precept accordingly, and this was unanimously agreed.  It was also agreed to finalise the precept requirement at the next meeting on 19th January 2009.  Meanwhile, if required, the Clerk was authorised to inform NKDC that the precept would be of the order of £5000.  Cllrs Carrington and Mrs Griffin rejoined the meeting.

10.  Urgent Items for Information: Cllr Mrs Griffin noted that she would not be available at the next meeting.

11.  Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 19th January 2009 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road Canwick starting at 7.30pm

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm.
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