
The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 24th September 2007 at 7.30pm.  One parishioner was present.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman




Councillor I.D. Carrington – Vice-Chairman




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor R.C. Narborough

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present. 

1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: Apologies from Councillors Canner, Mrs C. Griffin, and O’Melia. District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, Clarke, Oxby and P.C. Andy Brown were noted. Councillor Hales declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4c Erection of detached double garage with music room at Tuctaway, School Lane, as he lived near the development site.  Councillor Carrington declared a prejudicial interest in the planning application at item 4b Improvements to Village Hall Montagu Road.  He was a Trustee of the Village Hall and would withdraw from the meeting while discussion took place.  Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4b Improvements to Village Hall, Montagu Road as he was a member of the Social Club committee.

The Chairman expressed the Parish Council’s sadness following the sudden death of County Councillor Bliss on 6th September 2007.  Gp Capt Bliss had always been thoroughly supportive and helpful, and his presence would be missed. Our thoughts and prayers were extended to the family at this sad time and the Clerk was also asked to convey these to Heighington Parish Council who had lost a valued member of their Parish Council and village community.

The Chairman acknowledged the presence of a parishioner who explained that he was there to observe.  

An update from PC Brown was noted. There had been one crime since the last meeting where a car had been stolen by first taking keys from an insecure kitchen.  He asked for a note to be placed on the village web site forewarning residents to keep their doors locked even when at home and this was acknowledged for action.  There had been no other incidents of note.

2.  Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 23rd July 2007: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting.  Councillor Carrington asked for an amendment to record that he and Councillor Canner had left the meeting prior to the debate for the planning application at item 4c Erection of single storey dwelling at the Vines, Pelham Lane. The Chairman proposed that subject to this amendment the notes be accepted and approved as minutes and this was unanimously agreed.

3.   Matters Arising:

3a page 2 item 3a Information Packs for New Residents: Four new packs had been supplied. The deletion of County Councillor Bliss’ contact details were noted. A new page to be provided.

3b page 2 item 3bWeb Site: In addition to routine maintenenace a tribute to County Councillor Bliss had been placed on the village Web Site.

3c page 2 item 3c Street Lighting at Glebe End: The new street light had finally been connected and was fully functional to the delight of the residents.  A query was raised about the working of a street light along Heighington Road adjacent to The Paddock.  Councillor Hales volunteered to investigate and if necessary report any problems to the appropriate authority.

4.  Planning

4a. Decision Notice - Erection of Single Storey dwelling at the Vines, Pelham Lane: Planning permission had been granted for the development on 20 August 2007 and the details were read out by the Chairman for information. 

4b. Improvements to Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick: Councillor Carrington’s declared interest was acknowledged and he left the meeting at this point.  The improvements sought to provide disabled access and toilet facilities.  The Chairman recalled that an earlier scheme had been granted planning permission some time ago but opined that this latest scheme was a more elegant solution.  The plans had been on display at the village fete where the information had been well discussed and aired.  He had received no comments from parishioners and suggested we respond accordingly to NKDC and this was agreed.  Councillor Carrington rejoined the meeting.

4c. Erection of double garage with music room (revised application) at Tuctaway, School Lane, Canwick: Councillor Hales declaration of interest was recalled and he left the meeting at this point.  The particulars of this application were noted, including the fact that the garage was to be smaller than previously planned.  Members wished this to be verified by comparing the revised development with the previous details that were not to hand that evening but were otherwise content.  It was agreed that comments for return be held in abeyance until nearer the deadline to allow residents time to consider the plans and for the Planning Committee to perform the comparison.  It was also agreed that a “no comment” reply would be returned unless significant points were raised in the interim.  Councillor Hales rejoined the meeting.

4d. Side Extensions at the Old Forge, Pelham Lane Canwick: The Chairman advised that planning permission had been approved for this development.  A copy of a letter that a neighbour had sent to NKDC expressing displeasure at this decision had been received and was noted for information.    

4e. Canwick Hall: Councillor Carrington recalled the appearance of a large hole that had been drilled on the right hand side of the main front door of this Grade II Listed Building.  The Clerk reported that she had raised the matter with NKDC Enforcement Officers and it has since become apparant that a second hole has been made for a flue extraction.  It is understood that a new heating system has been installed because the previous system failed and the first hole was drilled too low.  The Enforcement Officers await a copy of the Corgi installation certificate. The situation, including the deterioration of the wall attached to the west of the Hall, was to be looked into by the NKDC Consultant Conservation Officer, and comments are awaited.

4f. Sapele, School Lane, Canwick: Works at this property were in progress once again but the scope of the work had not been notified to us by NKDC.  Members wished to ascertain on what basis the works were being undertaken and the Clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the enforcement notice issued to the applicant by NKDC following the refusal of planning permission earlier this year.  The Clerk was also asked to find the 2002 plans for information.

5.  Environment:

5a. Highways Issues: 

Councillor Hales advised that there had been more fly tipping along the B1188.  He had reported the matter to NKDC and it had been removed promptly.

Councillor Carrington reported a damaged public footpath sign at the junction of School Lane and Pelham Lane.  He also raised the provision of signs in the village for the Church and asked for the matter to be progressed.  Reference was made to a recent incident when the highway along Hall Drive was a wash, 
with surface water pouring in to the drive of a nearby property and a similar situation in June/July when the owner of the property had lined the area with sand bags.  He was concerned that the surface water gullies had not been cleared, that silt was compacted and weeds were growing out of them particularly near the entrance to the Church and he emphasised the need to clear the drains along this thoroughfare.  The Clerk was asked to report the matter to LCC Highways Manager Mr Brown.

The Chairman referred to the resurfacing in Sibthorpe Gardens.  He reported that Councillor Bliss had looked at the situation after the meeting in July and considered the work met the required standard for a minor road.  This prompted comment about the state of the footway on Sibthorpe Gardens which was scheduled to be slurry sealed.  It was considered however that the footway required reconstruction.  The footway on Canwick Hill between Hall Drive and School Lane and the overgrown verges along the cycletrack on the B1188 were also raised.  These problems to also be reported to the Highways Manager by the Clerk.

Councillor Carrington suggested the damaged Chestnut tree adjacent to the restricted byway be reported to the NKDC Tree Officer.  The Clerk to action.

Further complaints from two residents about bonfires were noted.  The residents had been advised to report the nuisance direct to NKDC. Information about bonfires had been placed on the notice board and on the village web site for guidance.

 6.  The Local Authorities Code of Conduct: The Chairman said that this matter had been floating for several months and we were now reaching the point that the new code would be imposed on us if we did not adopt it.  The content of the code was read out and the substance of paragraph 12(2) was explained.  It was proposed by the Chairman that the Parish Council adopt the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 No 1159, including paragraph 12(2).  This was seconded by Councillor Carrington and unanimously agreed.  Members would need to confirm within the next 28 days that their present declaration of interests was still valid under the new Code.  The Clerk would bring copies of the forms for signature to the October meeting.

7.  Correspondence

7a. NKDC Local Plan: The Principal Forward Planning Officer notified that the NKDC propose to adopt the plan without any further modifications and that the NKDC decided at a full Council meeting on 28 June 2007 that it was not feasible to undertake a retrospective Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). A notice of these intentions was noted for information.  A request to obtain a consolidated version of the Local Plan was approved and the Clerk was asked to progress.

7b. Parish Allowances: The NKDC Member Services Manager advised that parish councils can adopt a scheme but they have to initially apply to the Independent Remuneration Panel who make recommendations for the parish to consider.  The present Canwick Parish Council policy that no allowances be paid was re-affirmed, but the information was noted should the need arise in the future. 

7c. Best Kept Village Competition 2007/Marking Sheets: A copy of the Judges comments were noted.  Subject to approval from the Competition Organiser at Community Links it was agreed to display the results on the notice board in the village.

8.  Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington reported work to four main functional sections covering landscape, character, historical and a village design statement were in progress.  Three sections were in outline form and the fourth was nearing completion.  Although there was still much work to do a preliminary draft would be prepared for circulation to parish councillors prior to wider consultation.

9.   Finance:

9a.  Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showing a balance of £7,650.22 in the Deposit account following the transfer of £800 approved at the previous meeting. A balance of £326.93 in the Current account was also noted.  The situation was accepted and approved by Members.

9b.  Payments Due in September: A list (copy on minute file) of accounts due for payment, to include expenses associated with the Parish Plan initiative, was noted by Members and permission was given to clear them.

9c.  Transfer of Funds: It was agreed to transfer £800 to meet the expenses approved that evening.  

10.   Urgent Items for Information:

10/1 The Chairman updated about the issue of the Cluster Group and noted that a meeting of the Four Parishes Group was scheduled for 10th October 2007, at Heighington Jubilee Hall which he would attend.  Councillor Carrington said he hoped to attend but might be late due to a prior commitment.

11/1 Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 15 October 2007 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick starting at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9pm
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