
The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 17th December 2007 at 7.30pm.  District Councillor Clarke was present.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman




Councillor I.D. Carrington – Vice-Chairman




Councillor G. Canner




Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor R.C. Narborough




Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present. The receipt of three additional planning applications was reported. To include work on protected trees at two sites on Grange Lane TPO.NK21.  Extensions to Copse Hill along Hall Drive. Additional accommodation at the Premier Travel Inn. These were all noted and it was agreed to review them under item 4 that evening.  
1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: Apologies from District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE, County & District Councillor Oxby and Police Constable Andy Brown were noted. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a Retention of rear two storeys and single storey extension, with retention of 500mm pillars to front two storey extension and retention of glazed screen openings (part retrospective) at Sapele, School Lane, as they both lived in the vicinity of the development site.  Councillor Mrs Griffin declared a personal interest in the work to protected trees TPO.NK21 as she lived close by.   

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 19th November 2007: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. An amendment to item 4a on page 1, to the date that a Pine tree had been planted, to read 1926 was noted. The Chairman proposed that the notes be accepted and approved as minutes, subject to the amendment and this was unanimously agreed.

3.   Matters Arising:

3a. page 2 item 3a Information Packs for New Residents: The issue of a recent pack and an available supply was reported.  A new page with updated details of the County Councillor for this division had been incorporated. Copies were given to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the Clerk.  Thanks were extended by the Chairman to Cllr Narborough for his work with this initiative.

3b. page 2 item 3bWeb Site: Routine maintenenace had been undertaken over the past month.
4.  Planning

4a. Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The declared personal interests by the Chairman and Cllr Narborough were noted. NKDC had advised that this planning application was to be heard by the NKDC North Area Planning Committee on Tuesday 18th December 2007 at 5pm in the Redwood Drive Community Centre, Waddington.  Councillor Carrington would attend and speak on behalf of the Parish Council and the Chairman said he would attempt to attend. 
4b Totem Sign at Premier Travel Inn: The comments returned on this proposal had been copied to all Members and were endorsed.

4c Confirmation of Tree Preservation Order Sibthorpe Gardens: NKDC had notified that they made an order (TPO Canwick (Sibthorpe Gardens) N715 2007 on 29th October 2007. Having received no objections or other comments about the proposal, the Order had been confirmed on 3rd December 2007.
4d Decision Notice Extension to front of property at Copperfield, Sibthorpe Gardens: Planning permission had been refused for the development on 4th December 2007, and the details were read out by the Chairman for information.  

4e. Identifying Sites for Development in the NK Local Development Framework: A letter from the NKDC Principal Forward Planning Officer outlined the process associated with this new planning structure. The Parish Council were also invited to promote sites for development but it was opined that there were no sites within the village curtilage and a nil return was agreed.

4f. Publication of Draft East Midlands Plan Panel Report: A copy of the Panel report had been received from the Government Office for the East Midlands at Nottingham and was noted for information.  The Clerk held a full copy should anyone wish to read the document.  Chapter 16 covering the Lincoln Policy Area Sub-Regional Strategy had been copied to all Members and was noted for reference.  In discussion comments relating to publicity through the local press majoring on a new village and no eastern bypass were noted but with good news about the preservation of green wedges.

4g Proposed Two Storey Extensions to the existing Hotel to provide an additional 20 Bedrooms at Premier Travel Inn, Canwick: The details of this proposal were viewed and there were no objections to the principle of the development but the build would be very visible from the B.1188. It was suggested that tree screening on the north and east elevations should be retained or enhanced to soften the impact of the building within the open countryside location. This could be achieved by a suitable condition. It was agreed that comments be returned to NKDC as noted.
4h Tree Preservation Order NK21: Councillor Mrs Griffin’s declaration of interest was noted. The details of an application for consent to carry out works to trees at two plots along Grange Lane, protected by the Canwick TPO 1967 were noted.  The two areas had been surveyed for the applicant and a list of maintenance was recommended.  Concerns were expressed about the timescale for the return of comments by Boxing Day, and at the amount of work suggested. It was agreed that the Clerk would ask for an extension to the time for the return of comments. While we felt needless work was involved we should be guided by the NKDC professionals to determine if the work was necessary.
4i Erection of Single Storey rear extension and replacement Conservatory on existing footprint at Copse Hill, Hall Drive, Canwick: Members looked at the details on the plans and concerns were expressed at the proposals which were considered grossly out of character.  Objections were raised that the extension would unbalance the original design concept. The replacement conservatory would also have an adverse effect on the front elevation of the existing property.  Most disturbing was the applicant had received pre-application advice which stated that the proposal respects the character of the existing dwelling and that it will not be visually prominent, which was very wrong.  The Clerk was asked to respond to NKDC objecting strongly to the development proposed.   
5.   Environment:

5a. Highways Issues: A list of maintenance tasks had been received from the Highways Officer and was noted for information.  Much of the work listed was to be progressed early in the New Year and it was agreed that the situation be reviewed at the scheduled meeting on 18th February 2008.
It was reported that the illumination from a street light on Heighington Road was obscured by ivy. A second street light on Hall Drive (opposite Montagu Road) was still obscured by growth from a tree in the 

garden of the nearby property, but this issue was complicated as the tree had a preservation order.  It was agreed that the Clerk would raise the matter with the NKDC.  A full litter bin at the top of Canwick Hill was also reported.
6.  Correspondence

6a. LCC Capital Grant Aid: The receipt of an application pack for the Lincolnshire Community Grants Scheme 2008/2009 was noted and given to Councillor Narborough for use by the Village Hall Committee.
6b Retirement Letter: The Corporate Director at NKDC Mr Clive Redshaw referred to his retirement from NKDC early next year and advised of his successor Karen Bradford who will be joining the Council in January 2008, and this was noted for information.

6c. LALC News November 2007:  The latest issue had been copied to all Members and various topics were raised by the Chairman for information. The Clerk was asked to circulate a list of training initiatives.
6d. LCC - Views on Council Tax & Public Services: The receipt of this paper was noted for information.

6e Vitrolise: The statutory fundraiser from this charity at Chigwell, Essex enquired if we would consider supporting the work to provide vital care breaks for disabled people and their carers and was noted by Members.  The Council’s policy of restricting donations to organisations within the Parish was upheld.
6f. Phonix No Smoking Poster:  The receipt of this poster was noted for information and displayed in the Village Hall foyer.

6g. NKDC, Standards Board Training DVD: The Head of Legal & Members Services advised that the DVD was available on loan to each Parish Council.  It was agreed to obtain a copy for Members to view.
7.  Four Parishes Cluster Group: The Chairman updated that there was still no settlement on the spending of the £4,000 devolved funding and recalled the list of projects that had been previously suggested.  He had raised the possibility of buying audio visual equipment but it was clear that this would not utilise the full fund. The latest suggestion was that perhaps one Council should grasp this money and in this event he opined that this Council could purchase play equipment.  Councillor Canner reported that the Playing Fields Committee were already looking into the provision of play equipment and he would  update at the next meeting
8.  Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington advised that there was no significant change at this stage.
9.   Finance:

9a.  Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showed a balance of £6,350.22 in the Deposit account and a balance of £915.23 in the Current account. The situation was accepted and approved by Members.

9b. Payments Due in November: A list (copy on the minute file) of accounts due for payment was reviewed by Members and permission was given to clear them. Permission to order stationery was also approved.
9c. Transfer of Funds: In noting the balance in the current account it was agreed that a £650 transfer between accounts was required to meet the expenses payable this month and this was approved. 

9d. Annual Grants: The Chairman proposed that £325 be given to the Canwick PCC towards churchyard expenditure. This was seconded by Councillor Carrington and unanimously agreed.
9e. Planning the Precept 2008/09 Financial Year: The Clerk provided a statement showing expenses incurred in 2006/07, and the current year 2007/08. Expenses anticipated in the forthcoming 2008/09 financial year were listed with possible reserves to carry forward.  It was agreed that a decision be held in abeyance until the meeting on 21st January 2008, and this was agreed.
10.  Urgent Items for Information: Reference was made to the bushes that were overgrown along Canwick Hill and it was agreed to report the matter to the area ranger.
11. Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 21 January 2008 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick starting at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9pm
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