
The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 19th November 2007 at 7.30pm.  One parishioner and District Councillor Clarke were present.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman




Councillor I.D. Carrington – Vice-Chairman




Councillor G. Canner




Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor R.C. Narborough




Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.  The Chairman acknowledged the presence of a parishioner who was there to observe.  

1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: Apologies from District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, Oxby and P.C. Andy Brown were noted. Councillor Hales declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4d Erection of detached double garage with music room at Tucktaway, School Lane, as he lived opposite the development site. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4c Retention of rear two storeys and single storey entension, with retention of 500mm pillars to front two storey extension and retention of glazed screen openings (part retrospective) at Sapele, School Lane, as they both lived in the vicinity of the development site.  

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 15th October 2007: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that the notes be accepted and approved as minutes and this was unanimously agreed.

3.   Matters Arising:

3a. page 2 item 3a Information Packs for New Residents: The election of Cllr Oxby as County Councillor for this division was noted and it was agreed to update the information pack with his details.

3b. page 2 item 3bWeb Site: Routine maintenenace had been undertaken over the past month.

3c. page 2 item 5a Highways: Cllr Hales reported the public seat opposite Canwick Hall on Hall Drive, had been repaired with help from a local resident and Members expressed their appreciation.

4.  Planning

4a. Single Storey Extension to front of property at Copperfield, Sibthorpe Gardens: The Chairman reported this planning application had been received between meetings and due to the timescale it had been reviewed by the Planning Committee and comments returned.  There were no ojections to the development in principle but concern that a pine tree, planted in 1926 by the then Princess Royal, in the front garden of the property would be threatened was outlined.  The tree pre-dated the existing dwelling and was of historical as well as amenity significance. A Tree Preservation Order (Sibthorpe Gardens N715 2007) had been made by NKDC and was fully supported. The situation was noted by Members who were content with the action taken.

4b. Erection of 1 x 6metre illuminated totem sign at Premier Travel Inn Canwick Road: The  details of this proposal were considered by Members who felt it would be out of keeping, too visible and inappropriate at this prominent location at the top of Canwick Hill. The Clerk was asked to return comments as noted opposing the proposal.
4c. Retention of rear two storeys and single storey extension, with retention of 500mm pillars to front two storey extension and retention of glazed screen openings (part retrospective) at Sapele, School Lane, Canwick: The declared personal interests by the Chairman and Councillor Narborough were noted.  Councillor Carrington (Planning Committee Chairman) introduced the proposal and updated that whilst this was  the fourth application on the site, it was nevertheless a new application and should be considered in its own right. The plans and details were laid before members and showed a combination of existing and proposed development, (coloured parts on the plan indicated additional build since permission had been granted for extensions to this property on 13 November 2002). During a discussion the resident/applicant at the meeting was invited to comment, and to verify some of the details. Members affirmed their concerns about the scale and mass of the extensions and it was agreed to return comments opposing the development.  The Clerk was asked to arrange for a letter to be sent to NKDC. 
4d. Decision Notice - Erection of double garage with music room (revised application) at Tucktaway, School Lane, Canwick: Councillor Hales declaration of interest was recalled at this point. Planning permission had been granted for the development on 2nd November 2007, and the details were read out by the Chairman for information

4e. Review of ICT in Planning: Members were in full support of the NKDC introducing an electronic system for processing planning applications in line with Government policy.

4f. Planning Applications – Access to email updates: A letter from the Planning Services Administration advised that we could sign up via an email link to receive weekly a list of planning applications received and determined. The Chairman explained that this proposal had been raised with the Parish Partnerships Officer with the objective that individual Parishes could receive an early warning about planning in their parish.  In the event the above link would provide a universal service but we would need to filter the information for our parish.

5.   Environment:

5a. Highways Issues: Cllr Hales recalled that the Highways Officer was going to provide an updated list of maintenance tasks following the meeting in the village on 15 October 2007, but it was awaited.  He observed leaf sweeping in the village and a spillage of diesel along Hall Drive.  The latter having created problems for drivers was highlighted in particular, and should have been reported to Highways (01522 782070).  Street lights obscured by overgrown foliage along Heighington Road and Hall Drive were noted by the Clerk for reporting to the respective (County/District) Councils.

The provision of a street plan for display in the village was raised and it was agreed to investigate costs etc (see paragraph 9f below).
5b. Park Ward Community Travel Zone, Lincoln – Public Consultation: The Parish Council had submitted comments about scheme G – the Toucan Crossing at the Washingborough Road/Canwick Road junction as part of this consultation and this had been acknowledged by the Highways Officer dealing with the matter. 

6.  Correspondence

6a. NKDC, new from Client Services: A letter from the NKDC Environment Manager updated about core services and was applauded by the Chairman in the provision of very useful information.  The subjects included arrangements about the Christmas recycling/refuse collection, footpath sweeping, environment officers, bus shelter cleaning, the consolidation of litter bin and dog waste bins emptying 

service, survey forms for periodic completion and a change to the service for recycling/refuse collection from schools and village halls.  

6b. South Lincolnshire Blind Society: A letter from the Chief Executive appealed for funding and was noted by the Chairman. The Parish Council policy to restrict donations to organisations within the parish was reaffirmed.  It was noted that contributions were made to external organisations through the local Social Club who periodically have collection boxes in the bar space at the Village Hall.

6c. County Flooding Fair: A notice about this event on Friday 23 November 2007, at The Engine Shed Brayford Pool, Lincoln  from 10am to 8pm was received and noted.  It was agreed to display the notice on the notice board adjacent to the Village Hall for parishioners to view.

6d. LPFA A.G.M: The Annual General Meeting of the Lincolnshire Playing Fields Association would take place in the Committee Room at the NKDC Council Offices on 29th November 2007 starting at 7pm, and was noted for information.

6e. Local Strategic Partnership Newsletter: The receipt of this periodical was noted and it was agreed to place it on the table in the Village Hall foyer for parishioners to peruse.

6f. EMDA News: Received and Noted for information.

6g. Memorial Memories: An introductory letter from the proprieter of this Company was noted and it was agreed to forward the letter to the Parochial Church Council for information and place leaflets on the table in the Village Hall foyer.

6h. Countrywide Grounds Maintenance: The receipt of a letter of introduction outlining the grounds maintenance services provided was noted for information. 

7.  Four Parishes Cluster Group:

7a. Visioning: The Chairman reported that a draft had been prepared ready for submission.

7b. Devolved Funding: The Chairman explained that £4000 had been allocated for the benefit of the whole area and the District Council were looking for ideas from the four communities on ways to utilise the funding.  He suggested the possibility of regenerating play equipment in the village, or the provision of a media package comprising overhead projector, screen, laptop computer, and speakers etc that could be shared.  Details of an arts initiative at a cost of just under £2000 in the running of workshops and displays in villages had already been suggested; but the Chairman favoured the allocation being spent on something more enduring and perminent as opposed to one weeks activities.  A speed monitoring unit had been vetoed by the Road Safety Partnership, and a mechanical footpath sweeper was a none starter because of costs and logistics between villages. He asked Members to give thought to initiatives that could be shared.

7c. Dog Warden Charges: As Chairman of the Group he had been tasked with reviewing the charges for the 2008/09 financial year.

8.  Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington advised that there was no significant change. Three parts were currently being circulated and the fourth part was awaiting completion subject to resources.  The Steering Group were looking to consult with the Parish Council in January 2008.

9.   Finance:

9a.  Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showing a balance of £6,350.22 in the Deposit account following the transfer of £500 approved at the previous meeting. A balance of £1,172.33 

in the Current account was noted, and the reasons for this was explained by the Clerk. The situation was accepted and approved by Members.

9b. Payments Due in November: An account of £120, payment to Moore Stephens for the external audit had been received and permission was given to clear the account. Accounts for grass and hedge cutting were anticipated. This was noted by Members who approved clearance on receipt of same.

9c. VAT Refund: A claim had been submitted to Customs & Excise and £601.08 had been received and credited to the Current account, as clarified under item 9a that evening.   

9d.  Transfer of Funds: In noting the balance in the current account it was agreed that a transfer between accounts was un-necessary. 

9e. Completion of Audit for 2006/07 Financial Year: The Clerk reported the completion of a clear audit for this financial year and confirmed that the appropriate notices had been displayed in the village.

9f. Annual Grants: The Chairman recalled annual contributions and asked Members to consider a grant to the PCC towards the upkeep of the churchyard. 

The Clerk recalled the earlier suggestion of a street plan and reported that she had received an incentive payment from Inland Revenue over the last two years, for end of year filing online and it had accumulated to £500.  The £150 incentive for 2007 had yet to be claimed.  Over the next two years a further £175 was available making a total of £825, she thought these payments might support this provision. The situation was acknowledged by Members.

10.  Urgent Items for Information:   None Raised.

11. Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 17 December 2007 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick starting at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.20pm
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