
The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 18th June 2007 at 7.30pm.  District Councillor Oxby was present.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman



Councillor I.D. Carrington – Vice-Chairman



Councillor G. Canner




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin




Councillor L.T. O’Melia




Councillor R.C. Narborough

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present particularly Councillor Canner who had been co-opted at the previous meeting. The declaration of Acceptance of Office and Interest disclaimer had already been endorsed and handed to the Clerk.

1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: Apologies from District Councillors Mrs Brighton, John Clarke, County Councillor Bliss and PC Brown were noted. PC Brown had advised that there had been no incidents and no crimes to report for Canwick he also asked for any information that might be available about foreign nationals in the village but there was no information available. Councillors Pennell and Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside in the vicinity of the development.  Councillor Carrington declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4b Extensions at the Old Forge as he lived near to the development site and was a Trustee of the Village Hall Committtee. One of the applicants had until recently been a Trustee of the Village Hall Committee.  Councillor Mrs Griffin declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4b as she was also a Trustee of the Village Hall Committee.
2   Clerk’s notes from the previous meeting:

2. AGM and First Meeting held on 21st May 2007: The notes from this meeting were taken as read.  Councillor Narborough asked for an amendment to delete him from the previous declaration as a Trustee of the Village Hall which was incorrect. Subject to the amendments the minutes were approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.
3   Matters Arising:
3a page 2 item 6a Information Packs for New Residents: The last information pack on-hand had recently been delivered to a new resident and it was agreed that more packs be printed.
3b page 2 item 6b Web Site: Routine maintenenace had been undertaken over the previous month and photographs had been updated from spring to summer.
3c page 2 item 6c Street Lighting: NKDC had been verbally notified that the PC were in full support of the request and it was understood that they could fund the improvement in this financial year.

3d page 2 item 6d Best Kept Village Competition: Judges had been observed walking around the village.
4.  Planning

4a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The declarations of interest from the Chairman and Councillor Narborough were acknowledged. The application had been considered by the NKDC North Area Planning Committee at a meeting on 5th June 2007.  Councillor Carrington had attended and had spoken on behalf of the Parish Council.  A unanimous committee decision, following the line of enforcement, to refuse the application was reported.  A decision notice was awaited.
4b Extension at The Old Forge, Pelham Lane: Comments returned to the NKDC had been copied to each Member.  Subsequently planning permission had been granted for the development and a decision notice had been received and was read out by the Chairman for information.
4c Erection of Dwelling, land at Allegany, Sibthorpe Gardens: Outline planning permission had been granted for a dwelling. A decision notice had been received and the details were read out by the Chairman and noted for information.
5   Environment:

5a Highways Issues: The broken window in the bus shelter on Canwick Hill had been replaced and the footway along Sibthorpe Gardens was programmed to be slurry sealed in the near future.  There had been an amount of standing water along Montague Road following recent heavy rainfall and the surface water gullies had been cleaned out.  The state of weeds in the village had been observed by the Highways Officer for spraying in the near future.  Fly tipping (motor car and cycle tyres) had been left along a track/public footway accessed from the B1188 and had been reported to area Ranger at Hill Holt Wood.  Overgrown tree foliage along Hall Drive had caused obstructions on the highway and had been cut down and removed.

Members were updated about events on 1st June 2007, when the village was completely smoked out by a resident’s bonfire. The police had been called and parishioners had been advised that there was nothing they could do as it was an environmental issue.  An emergency call had brought out a fire engine on blue lights as it was thought a house was on fire.  The whole situation was considered totally unacceptable and it has caused offence in the village. Although there were grey areas about the legislation on bonfires it was opined by some members that bonfires should be banned in the village. It was understood that letters have been sent from NKDC following complaints from neighbours
5b Dog Bin Hall Drive: The search for a supplier to obtain a suitable post for the bin at this location was on-going.  However, it was noted that the bin was still being emptied in spite of earlier difficulties being reported.
In recalling difficulties on Canwick Hill a query was raised as to why the two lanes at the Washingborough Road junction could not be prioritised to filter one lane turning left and the other for traffic going up Canwick Hill.  It was pointed out that the situation had been considered previously and it was connected with traffic flows etc, although it was opined that it would do no harm to revisit the issue concerning the junction in the near future. 
Reference was made to the situation along Hall Drive regarding the Beech Tree which had been fenced and the area had been closed off by Jesus College but no work had been undertaken to date. It was pointed out that the area was not part of a public right of way and that access was only permitted by the owners. Previous actions following a visit by the NKDC Tree Officer in October 2006 to inspect the tree and take samples were recalled and a subsequent tree preservation order being served and confirmed was noted.  It was agreed to obtain an update from NKDC.  

The request for signs for the Church was raised.  The Clerk pointed out that she had made an enquiry recently to find that the order had not been received by LCC.  She recalled that it had been posted during December last year and must have gone astray in the Christmas post.  She planned to photocopy the paperwork and resubmit the request but this had been delayed because the Office at Heighington was being re-arranged and all the paperwork had been packed away but she would endeavour to make progress.

6     Corespondence:

6a The Local Authorities Code of Conduct - Training: NKDC Member Services Manager notified of two forthcoming training sessions.  The first to be held in the Council Chamber at the Sleaford offices on Monday 2nd July 2007, and the second on Tuesday 10th July 2007 in the headquarters of the Lincolnshire County Council’s Fire & Rescue Service at South Park, Lincoln.  Both sessions commenced at 6pm. The Chairman said he would try to attend one of the sessions and the remaining Members were asked to note the information and to notify the Clerk about attendance. 

It was reported that there had been quite an amount of exchange of information in regard to the new code  of conduct on the egroup website and in particular with regard to paragraph 12(2) relating to the right to speak under public participation for members with a prejudicial interest.  The Chairman advised that this issue would be taken at another meeting.
6b Training for Councillors: LALC had notified of various training sessions and these were read out by the Clerk.  The Chairman pointed out that the Parish Council pays a composite fee for training and Members who wish to attend to notify the Clerk.  The receipt of the June issue 128 of LALC News was noted by the Clerk in the various topics covered. A copy had been given to each Member and it was agreed to place the item on the July meeting agenda to enable Members to raise any items of interest.

6c LCC Travel and Transport Briefing May 2007: The receipt of this document was noted for information in that there was no work listed for Canwick.  The document was placed on the table in the foyer at the Village Hall for parishioners to read.
7  Parish Plan Steering Group: Councillor Carrington updated that work to produce the plan was on-going and there was a meeting planned for the following week.  He observed that Sarah Atrill the Parish Plan Officer at Community Links (formerly Community Council of Lincolnshire) was moving to NKDC.
8   Finance:

8a  Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showing a balance of £8,450.22 in the Deposit account following a recent update of the bank book and included the receipt of the £4,200 precept and transfer of £500 approved at the previous meeting. A balance of £1.52 in the Current account following the clearance of unpresented cheques was noted.  The situation was accepted and approved by Members.
8b Payments Due in June: Payments to Heighington PC for use of the Office, the Clerk’s salary for the first quarter year and income tax due for that period were noted. An account from Service Team for grass cutting was expected before the next meeting. An agreement in principle to clear these accounts was approved.

8c  Transfer of Funds: It was agreed to transfer £800 to meet the expenses anticipated and approved that evening.  
8d: To Review Annual Return for 2006/07 Financial Year: The Chairman advised that arrangements for the Internal Audit were to be progressed.  A summary of the Annual Return was noted and a review of the Statement of Assurance was undertaken.  It was proposed by the Chairman that the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2007 be accepted and approved and this was agreed unanimously.
9   Urgent Items for Information: 
9/1 The Chairman congratulated Councillor Oxby on his appointment to Chairman at the District Council for the 2007/08 civic year and this was acknowledged.  Cllr Oxby updated that he had attended his first meeting of Overview & Scrutiny and of the discussions at the task and finish group on recycling. 

9/2 The Chairman reported the receipt of a letter complaining about a recent incident in the village.  The letter had arrived while the Chairman was away, and he reported sending an acknowledgment in reply whilst the matter was examined.
10/1 Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 23rd July 2007 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick starting at 7.30pm
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