
The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 21st January 2008, at 7.30pm. PC Brown, PCSO Walters, District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE and District/County Councillor Oxby were present.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman




Councillor I.D. Carrington – Vice-Chairman




Councillor G. Canner




Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor R.C. Narborough




Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present. 

1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: An apology from District Councillor Clarke was noted. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a Decision Notice for the retention of rear two storeys and single storey extension, with retention of 500mm pillars to front two storey extension and retention of glazed screen openings (part retrospective) at Sapele, School Lane, as they both lived in the vicinity of the development site.  Councillor Mrs Griffin declared a personal interest in the decision notice for work to protected trees TPO.NK21 as she lived close by.   

Police Matters: PC Brown updated about five detected crimes at the end of November 2007, and more recent crimes of one theft from a local care home and theft of heating oil from a nearby farm.  He enquired if an issue with car parking problems had been resolved and Members observed further concerns that two cars had been parked on the highway although the drive to the property was empty. This information was acknowledged for further monitoring.  There were no more queries raised, PC Brown and PCSO Walters left the meeting at this point on being thanked by the Chairman for attending.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 17th December 2007: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that the notes be accepted and approved as minutes and this was unanimously agreed.

3.   Matters Arising:

3a. page 2 item 3a Information Packs for New Residents: No new information.

3b. page 2 item 3bWeb Site: Routine maintenance had been undertaken over the past month.
3c LALC Training Events 2008:  A list of courses planned by the Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils had been copied to each Member and was noted by the Chairman.  Cllr Narborough indicated an interest to attend two courses covering Licensing and Health and Safety/Risk Assessments and was asked to confirm the dates with the Clerk for booking.
3d Planning Training: It was reported that NKDC were to arrange workshops to take place in the north and south of the District sometime in March 2008, subject to resources being made available.

4.  Planning

4a. Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The declared personal interests by the Chairman and Cllr Narborough were noted. A decision notice had been received; planning permission had been refused for the development and the details of the refusal were read out and noted.  It was understood that the applicant would be enforced to demolish the rear structures and bring them in line with those originally 

approved under a permission given in 2002. Cllr Carrington had spoken at the Planning Committee meeting on 18th December 2007 at which this application was determined. Afterwards, the Parish Council had written to NKDC’s Principal Planning Officer raising queries with regard to the development, copies had been given to each Member for information. A response and a copy of the Enforcement Notice (effective from 20th August 2007 for compliance within four months) had been received that day and the applicant’s right to appeal against the latest refusal was highlighted. A summary of the events were outlined and it was opined that the situation was most unsatisfactory, disappointment was expressed at the acceptance of the extension to the front of the dwelling in spite of valid objections being raised and concerns were noted that it could have a profound knock on effect to architectural merits and planning within the community.  It was also reported that parishioners had raised queries about different uses of the premises and it was suggested that any concerns of this nature should be reported direct to the NKDC for investigation. 
4b Decision Notice, Totem Sign at Premier Travel Inn: Planning permission had been refused for the development on 17th December 2007, and the details were read out by the Chairman for information.  

4c Decision Notice NK21 works to trees at Plots 2 & 3 Grange Lane, Canwick, protected by the Canwick TPO 1967: The declared personal interest by Councillor Mrs Griffin was noted. The details of the decision were read out and noted. The request to fell two Black Pine and Crown Lift six Yew trees and one Holly tree had been refused. The pruning of Yew trees T2 and T4 had been approved to facilitate access to the site to allow development.  
4d Proposed Two Storey Extensions to the existing Hotel to provide an additional 20 Bedrooms at Premier Travel Inn, Canwick: The comments returned on this proposal had been copied to all Members and were noted for information.

4e. Erection of Single Storey rear extension and replacement Conservatory on existing footprint at Copse Hill, Hall Drive, Canwick: The comments returned on this proposal had been copied to all Members and were noted for information.

4f Erection of replacement 33,000 volt overhead line on land adjacent to Glebe Farm, Canwick: Members looked at the details of the proposal and no objections were raised.  It was agreed that no comments be returned to NKDC.

5.   Environment:

5a. Highways Issues: The following items were raised by Members and the Clerk was asked to report them to LCC Highways. The width of the footway on Canwick Hill between Hall Drive and School Lane because of eroded soil and decaying vegetation from the adjacent bank was getting worse forcing pedestrians to pass on the highway.  The footway between Heighington Road and School Lane had sunk following recent works carried out by British Telecom.  Surface water gullies were blocked solid along Heighington Road and Canwick Hill.  A section of the footway on the west side of the railway bridge on the north side of the highway along Washingborough Road (B1190) had broken down and was very uneven.  
The inspection cover on the NTL box along Montagu Road had gone missing and the Clerk was asked to notify the appropriate authority.  Overgrown foliage from a boundary hedge and a group of Yew trees was reported as being a nuisance to pedestrians and cut down visibility for drivers.  It was agreed that Cllr Hales would speak with local residents about the problems experienced. 

No action had been taken to remove the ivy from the street light on Heighington Road.  The street light on Hall Drive (opposite Montagu Road) was still obscured by growth from a tree in the garden of the nearby 
property.  It was understood that LCC Highways had contacted the resident about the situation but as the tree is protected by a preservation order it was accepted that the matter will take longer to resolve.  
6.  Correspondence

6a. Register of Electors: Copies of the (full) register in force from 1st December 2007 had been received and distributed to each member in the meeting pack. The Chairman recalled that Members had signed a disclaimer that they would not copy the register or disclose any information contained in the register or make use of such information and this was acknowledged.
6b NKDC, Local Authority Shared Ownership Scheme: A letter and leaflet from the Housing Strategy Manager at NKDC notified of this scheme to help those who are eligible, but cannot afford to buy the home they need on the open market. Eligible applicants would be able to identify a property that meets their needs and which they would like to purchase NKDC would purchase the property and offer the applicant a part rent and part buy arrangement.  The leaflets were passed for display in the foyer at the Village Hall.
6c. Special Constabulary Recruitment Campaign: The Special Constabulary Recruitment Officer from Lincolnshire Police notified a campaign to recruit Special Constables to work alongside regular officers and this was noted - poster displayed on the notice board for information.
6d LALC New Address: Change of address details had been given to all Members and was noted for information.
6e NKDC, Facilities for the Disabled:  The North Kesteven Access Group was keen to compile a database of such facilities and sought assistance in collating information from premises in the village. A pack of questionnaires and the original letter was passed to Cllr O’Melia.
6f. NK Third Monitoring Report: The Principal Forward Planning Officer advised the formal adoption of this report on 4 December 2007. It was noted that copies were available on-line at www.n-kesteven.gov.uk or hard copies obtainable from the Forward Plans Team at NK.  

6g Communities & Local Government Orders/Regulations Consultation: The Consultation paper was noted and taken by the Chairman.

6h NK Handbook for Parish Councils: The receipt of this handbook was noted by the Chairman who advised that it would be retained by the Clerk.

7.  Four Parishes Cluster Group: The Chairman reviewed some of the topics that had been raised at the Four Parishes/Cluster Group meeting on 9th January 2008.  This included the Dog Warden Service. We had been asked to consider extending the current contract from 3 months up to 3 years, with a set rate which would only change when there were statutory wage increases and holiday entitlement. The rate from April was due to rise from £9.40 to £9.93.  It was considered that the price was reasonable with good trained wardens who might in the future be empowered for litter enforcement. A new agreement was to be drafted for approval and the Chairman sought acceptance of the proposed new rate and this was agreed unanimously.  Sports and Healthy lifestyles were introduced and NKDC were eager to progress this within the cluster as a pilot. The Principal at Branston Community College was keen to open up access to the facilities for the community.  A table of local statistics and facts had been distributed and these were noted.  A meeting was to be planned to progress the initiative and we had been asked to delegate representatives from each of the four Councils.  Much discussion had continued about the use of the £4,000 devolved funding and concluded in an agreement to allocate it to Canwick to allow us to purchase play equipment.  Reference was also made to the ‘visioning’ exercise that we had taken part in. 
The District Council had re-branded the exercise as ShapeNK. The results of the visioning exercise have inspired a change to the District Council’s corporate priorities for 2008-2011 to match community aspirations. The proposed priorities were noted and views were invited for return by 20th February 2008, and it was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting. 
8.  Parish Plan Steering Group Update: No new information.
9.   Finance:

9a. Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showed a balance of £5,907.42 in the Deposit account. A balance of £25.31 in the Current account following the payment of £830.61 in un-presented cheques was noted. The situation was accepted and approved by Members.

9b. Payments January 2008: An invoice for £23.33 for copying paper was approved.
9c. Transfer of Funds: In noting the balance in the current account it was agreed that a £200 transfer between accounts was required to provide a working balance and this was approved. 

9d. Planning the Precept 2008/09 Financial Year: The Chairman recalled a preliminary discussion at the meeting in December and proposed a precept of £4,400 to meet the expenses payable by the Parish Council in the 2008/09 financial year and Members agreed.
10.  Urgent Items for Information: Problems with the notice board near the Church on Hall Drive were raised. It was agreed that Cllr Carrington would liaise with the Parochial Church Council.
11. Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 18 February 2008 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick starting at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.40pm
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