
The Annual General and First meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 21st May 2007 at 7.30pm.  
One parishioner, P.C. Brown, District Councillor Mrs Marion Brighton OBE, District Councillor Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Following the uncontested election on 3rd May 2007 six former councillors were returned to Office, leaving one vacancy to be filled by co-option. Declarations of Acceptance of Office and Declarations of Interests under the Code of Conduct were completed by Parish Councillors prior to the start of the meeting.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman




Councillor I.D. Carrington – Vice-Chairman




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin




Councillor L.T. O’Melia




Councillor R.C. Narborough

1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: An apology from District Councillor Clarke was noted.  Councillors Pennell and Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 7a, Extensions at Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside in the vicinity of the development.  Councillor Carrington declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 7c, Extension at The Old Forge, Pelham Lane, as he lived near to the development site and was a Trustee on the Village Hall Committtee. The applicants were Trustees on the Village Hall Committee.  Councillor Mrs Griffin declared a personal interest in the planning application at items 7c as she was also a Trustee on the Village Hall Committee.

2.    Election of Chairman for the Ensuing Year: The retiring Chairman asked for nominations.  Councillor O’Melia proposed Councillor Pennell and this was seconded by Councillor Carrington, and unanimously agreed.  There were no other nominations.  Councillor Pennell accepted the position of Chairman and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3.  Election of Vice-Chairman for the Ensuing Year: The Chairman proposed Councillor Carrington and this was seconded by Councillor Mrs Griffin, and unanimously agreed.  There were no other nominations.  Councillor Carrington accepted the position of Vice-Chairman and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

4.  Appointment of Members to Committees: All Members of Committees reappointed en-bloc:

Planning: Lead Member Cllr Carrington, Cllr Mrs Griffin and Cllr Pennell.

Environment: Lead Member Cllr Hales and Cllr O’Melia.

Finance: Lead Member Cllr Pennell and Cllr O’Melia.

Bank Signatories: revalidated Cllr Pennell, Cllr Carrington, Cllr O’Melia and Cllr Mrs Griffin.

Communication: Lead Member Cllr Carrington, Cllr Narbarborough to assist.

Parish Plan: Cllr Carrington, Cllr Mrs Griffin, Cllr Hales and Cllr Narborough. 

Police Matters: There were no reported crimes but two minor incidents in the car park at Mill Lodge were noted. Cllr Narborough recalled the concerns relating to the behaviour of two young people along Hall Drive. The matter had resolved itself as the young people had moved out of the village.  A parking 

issue along Montagu Road near the junction of School Lane was considered much improved.  There being no further issues P.C. Brown left the meeting at this point on being thanked by the Chairman for attending. 

5.   Clerk’s notes from the previous meetings:

5a Parish Council Meeting: The notes from this meeting were taken as read and approved as minutes for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

5b Annual Parish Meeting: The notes from this meeting were taken as read.  County Cllr Bliss pointed out that the County Council were Divisions and not Wards.  District Cllr Mrs Brighton confirmed that the County Council collected and disposed of refrigerators. The amendments were noted and approved for clarity. Subject to the amendments, the notes were agreed as minutes for signing as a true record by the Chairman. 

6.   Matters Arising:

6a page 1 item 3a Information Packs for New Residents: A change of contact for a local organisation in the nearby village was noted.  Information about new residents was exchange between members.

6b page 1 item 3b Web Site: Cllr Carrington reported that the web site had been completely rebuilt with assistance from the provider.

6c page 1 item 3c Street Lighting: NKDC had informed that the street light for Glebe End would be installed to the residents’ preferred location but wanted confirmation that the Parish Council were in full support of the request and this was reaffirmed.

6d Best Kept Village Competition: The Clerk confirmed that the Village had been entered in to this annual competition and notices to post in the village had been received from the Community Council of Lincolnshire. Judging of villages would start in June, through to July, into August for the finalists. Cllr Narborough raised the issue of residents being keen to help tidy the village. It was agreed that any help and support in that respect would be very much appreciated.  

7.  Planning:

7a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The declarations of interest from the Chairman and Councillor Narborough were acknowledged. The applicant/resident was at the meeting and the Chairman invited him to speak. The resident outlined the situation and recalled the previous planning application for the site which had been refused.  He pointed out that he had undertaken more consultations with the NKDC planners following that refusal and had listened to resident’s concerns in an attempt to appease the situation.  He looked for a solution and asked for feed-back. Members viewed the details and plans on deposit during which information was exchanged between the resident and members for clarity.  Members views were sought on the new plans (reference 07/0442).  It was accepted that the applicant had made an effort to modify the development but there were still concerns especially for the near neighbours. Disappointment was expressed that neighbours had not copied consultative comments to the Parish Council as when viewing the plans on deposit much concern had been raised.  The applicant was praised for what he had tried to achieve but there was still discontent about the proposal and the numerous issues were outlined and noted.  It was agreed by a majority of Members that comments be returned to NKDC objecting strongly to the development with a request for it to be heard by the NKDC Planning Committee. The Planning Committee Chairman agreed to construct a letter and represent the Parish Council at the NKDC meeting at which the application would be determined.

7b Erection of Dwelling, land at Allegany, Sibthorpe Gardens: Outline planning for a dwelling had been applied for but the type of dwelling was unspecified although a single storey was indicated in a supplementary letter. It was pointed out that a nearby resident had expressed concern about the type of development.  It was agreed that while there was no objection to the principle of the proposal we should suggest that a single storey dwelling would be more suitable for this site.  The Clerk to respond to NKDC.

7c Extension at The Old Forge, Pelham Lane: The declarations of interest from Councillors Carrington and Mrs Griffin were acknowledged.  The plans supplied had been found to be inconsistent in that the discrete site plan does not correctly depict the adjacent properties, the roads, the current buildings on the site and the relationship of the proposed extension to the existing house.  This had been reported to NKDC planners and a revised site plan was awaited. Until this had been supplied Parish Council comment was not required but for now it was agreed to consider the matter on the basis of the remainder.  Reference was made to a previous planning application that had been refused in Autumn last year.  Comparison of the latest plans with the former proposal showed that the roof pitch had been lowered slightly but otherwise the footprint and layout does not appear to have been changed.  Neighbours had viewed the plans on deposit and had expressed concerns about the proposal.  Copies of their comments to NKDC which had been given to the parish council were read out by the Chairman. As there appeared to be no fundamental change to the original design or layout it was felt that the previous concerns were still valid.  It was agreed to return comments objecting to the development once the revised site plan had been received and compared with the remainder.

7d  Planning Seminars: Details of a one day seminar and two evening seminars had been received from NKDC at short notice.  It was pointed out that the seminars had been convened for new District Councillors as they are not allowed to be on the Planning Committee without training. The Consultants were expensive and parish/town councillors had been invited to fill any vacant seats. 

8.   Environment:

8a Highways Issues: Reference was made to previous concerns over the state of the new footpath along Hall Drive/Grange Lane. Members were informed that the adjacent area had now been raked over and grassed, and was now once again being tidied by a resident. This was acknowledged with grateful thanks.

Councillor O’Melia raised road safety concerns when pulling out of Hall Drive on to Canwick Hill and wondered if the County Council would install a mirror to aid visibility.  County Councillor Bliss pointed out that Highway officials were against mirrors as they distort the image. A discussion evolved about the speed of vehicles coming up Canwick Hill and the dangers involved for motorists wanting to egress from both Hall Drive and Heighington Road.  It was suggested that changing the existing 40mph speed limit to 30mph might be helpful although this might lead to other problems.  The Chairman would draft a letter to County Highways staff to highlight the issue.

Members were advised that concerns had been raised by residents after observing what appeared to be an official taking photographs of walls and rumours of a plan to create a vehicle access on a village road.  An enquiry with the Highways Officer confirmed that his staff had not been involved.  He advised that while planning permission for a new access would not normally be required for this sort of matter, it would still require formal permission from the Highway Authority which would be dependent on location circumstances, such as pedestrian safety and visibility etc.

It was reported that three litter bins near the Village Hall, on Canwick Hill and Hall Drive had not been emptied and the Clerk was asked to report this to NKDC. A broken panel in the Bus Shelter on Canwick Hill was noted and the breaking down of the footway along Sibthorpe Gardens was raised.  Councillor Hales volunteered to the report these to the Highways Officer. 

8b Dog Bin Hall Drive: There had been no update from NKDC about a post for the bin.  The Clerk was asked to search for a supplier.

The grass verge along the B1190 Washingborough Road had been cut back recently and had exposed litter.  The Clerk was asked to report the matter to Hill Holt Wood for clearance.

9.     Correspondence:

9a The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007: The receipt of this document was noted by the Chairman, as was advice from LALC to await further clarification of detail before adoption downstream.  It was agreed to defer the matter to a future meeting.

9b  Draft list of Matters and Participants for the Examination in Public: The list was noted by the Chairman for information. Councillor Carrington raised the matter of written submissions especially those which seek to trim green wedges robustly.  He expressed concern and considered it well worth our while to be represented especially at the Inquiry for the Lincoln Policy Area scheduled for July at the Lincoln University and volunteered to attend.

10. Future Meetings: A meeting calendar for the 2007-2008 Civic Year was raised by the Chairman.  With exception of the July (change from 16th to 23rd) and September (change from 17th to 24th) meetings the calendar was received and accepted by Members subject to the availability of the Village Hall as a venue.

11. Co-option: The Chairman he had spoken to Mr Canner who had confirmed that while he had not stood for re-election as he would be unable to serve a full term, he would be content to be co-opted and continue as a parish councillor until he left the village.  In this respect the Chairman proposed that Mr Canner be co-opted to fill the vacancy on the parish council and this was seconded by Councillor Carrington and unanimously agreed.  The completion of an Acceptance of Office and Interest disclaimer by Mr Canner before the next meeting to be progressed by the Chairman.

12. Parish Plan Steering Group: Councillor Carrington updated that drafts were being progressed and that he was busy writing two sections to be published on the Website.  

13.   Finance:

13a  Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showing a balance of £4,750.22 in the Deposit account and £102.68 in the Current account was noted and approved by Members.

13b Payments Due in May: An account from Service Team for grass cutting was expected before the next meeting and the annual renewal of the Parish Council insurance by 1st June 2007, was highlighted.  An agreement in principle to clear these accounts was approved (but see Item 13e below).

13c  Transfer of Funds: It was agreed to transfer £500 to meet the expenses anticipated and approved that evening.  It was noted that the transfer of £350 approved at the previous meeting had not been actioned.  The Clerk had paid the entry fee for the Best Kept Village Competition and would seek reimbursement next month and the renewal of insurance had been held pending enquiries with another company.  Therefore the anticipated funds had not been required.

13d: Audit 2006/07 Financial Year: Moore Stephens had notified that the Annual Return for this financial year should reach them by the 31st July 2007.  The timetable to notify Electors would commence on 18th June 2007 for 14 days followed by a 20 day inspection period when Electors can exercise their rights to Inspect the Councils accounts etc.  In the meantime the Chairman proposed that the Council 
review the Annual Return at the next meeting and that arrangements be made for an internal audit and this was agreed.

13e Renew Insurance: The Clerk had requested an alternative estimate from Zurich Insurance through the Community Council of Lincolnshire scheme but a response was awaited.  In was agreed that the Clerk would discuss the estimate with the Chairman when it was to hand, to check that all of the cover required would be provided before comparing it with the renewal costs from the existing Insurance provider bearing in mind the deadline of 1st June 2007.

14.  Urgent Items for Information: 

14/1 Councillor Narborough raised the issue of commercial litter bins. In this regard he referred to the current situation at the Village Hall and the hire of a small trade refuse bin from NKDC. He commented about a recycling system and recalled a Trade Waste seminar hosted by NKDC that he had attended last year. He understood that NKDC were looking into the recycling trade waste situation but he had not received any updates.  Councillor Mrs Brighton pointed out that the disposal of trade refuse was more expensive for NKDC and that work was ongoing with the Waste Partnership in the hope of finding a solution.  

15. Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 18th June 2007 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick starting at 7.30pm

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm
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