A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 24th July 2006, at 7.30pm. 
P.C. Andrew Brown, District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE, and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.
Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman
Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman
Councillor G Canner
Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin
Councillor M.T. Hales
Councillor R.C. Narborough
Councillor L. O’Melia
The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies were received from District Councillors Clarke and Oxby. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 4a Site at land off School Lane. Councillor Hales declared an interest in item 3d Vehicle Access to 2 School Lane.
2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meetings held 19th June 2006: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that they be accepted and approved as written for signing as a true record. This was seconded by Cllr Carrington and agreed unanimously.
Police Matters: P.C. Andrew Brown advised that we could delete the crime reported at the previous meeting as the incident had taken place on Hainton Road in Lincoln and not Heighington Road. He updated on an incident with a water bomb, his attendance with colleagues at the recent village fete, and informed of a Community Panel Meeting with residents from the three villages (Canwick, Heighington and Washingborough) on Wednesday 26th July 2006. Members expressed thanks to PC Brown and his team for their support at the Village Fete. The Chairman thanked PC Brown for attending and he left the meeting at this point.
3. Matters Arising:
3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Cllr Hales advised that he had recently distributed 2 packs and had 1 pack left. It was agreed he would obtain a further supply of information packs.
3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Cllr Carrington reported that in addition to routine website updates, the Terms & Conditions page had been updated to clarify the Council’s copyright, including Parish Plan documents. A general copyright statement was on file with the Clerk.
3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: The Clerk had re-submitted the information to NKDC in regard to the 2004 requests from residents for additional lights at Glebe End and Grange Close but no reply had been received to date. 
3d Vehicular Access at 2 School Lane: Councillor Hales left the meeting at this point. There was no new information. Cllr Hales rejoined the meeting.
3e Southern Bypass: Cllr Narborough confirmed that he had attended the joint meeting with representatives from Branston, Bracebridge Heath, Heighington and Washingborough on 26 June 2006 at Washingborough Community Centre. The NKDC had called the meeting to canvass Parish Councils on their views relating to the line of the Southern Bypass from the A15 to A46 under the Chairmanship of District Councillor Mrs Brighton. A County Council report dated 3rd April 2006 and a plan showing emerging routes options A to C were circulated to those present. 
A report from Cllr Narbourgh had been circulated to all Members prior to the meeting and was noted by the Chairman for information. A general discussion evolved about recent press coverage on the issue and the complexity of housing provision in nearby villages plus the route of the Southern Bypass and funding.
4. Planning:
4a: Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick: No new information
4b: TPO Appeal at 3 Hall Farm: NKDC’s Tree Officer Mr Parratt had notified that the applicant had lodged an appeal to the Secretary of State via the Government Office for the region against refusal of works to a protected lime tree. The Parish Council had been invited to submit representations on the appeal direct to the Government Office for the East Midlands no later than 7 August 2006. It was agreed that Cllr Carrington would produce a reply for the Clerk to forward to the Government Office reinforcing the Parish Council’s opposition to the proposed works. 
5. Environment:
5a Highways Issues Update: Cllr Hales observed that work on the gateway traffic calming scheme along Heighington Road was nearing completion. He also reported that the cycle-track south of Canwick for about two miles along the B1188 towards Branston village was overgrown with weeds and considered unusable. The dog waste bin at Hall Drive had not been emptied. Cllr Bliss agreed to raise the issue of the cycle track with Highways Officers. The Clerk was asked to notify NKDC about the emptying of the dog waste bin.
5b: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: No new information.
5c Pedestrian Safety on Canwick Hill: Cllr Bliss updated that that he had spoken with Highways Officer Mr Rowan Smith. The count in the recent survey was well below half of the requirement. Mr Smith had however recognised the problems at this junction and had placed a pedestrian safety zone in a programme for the City area. Work at the junction of Canwick Road and South Park Avenue comprising of traffic signals refurbishment scheme had been scheduled to commence that day (24 July) but no one had seen any operatives on-site.
5d Temporary Road Closure - School Lane: Members were advised that School Lane had been closed again seemingly for the water installation at the new house development. This had been without prior notification and had caused problems for residents and the refuse collection. County Councillor Bliss agreed to look into this matter with the appropriate Highways Officer.
5e Parish Dog Warden: A letter from the NKDC Environment Manager advised of a scheme where parishes may apply for funding to help with the costs of employing a Parish Dog Warden. The Chairman pointed out that funding was obtained via the Four Parishes Group Dog Warden Service and this was confirmed by the Clerk.
5f Parish Litter Picking: A further letter from the NKDC Environment Manager notified of a scheme of funding to supplement the costs of employing a Parish Litter Picker. This was noted for information as the Council does not currently employ a person to undertake this task.
5g Car Parking on District Council Housing Site: NKDC advised that following recent Estate Audits and correspondence with tenants, members, parish councils, and council officers it was apparent that resident parking on council estates had become an issue and required further consideration. A list showing the NKDC’s housing sites and locations was noted. Members were asked to view the list and add any comments and notify of any specific problem areas. It was pointed out that there were only two properties in the village that came under this criterion and they had no on-site parking facilities and provision would be difficult as the two properties were situated on a narrow road. Clerk to respond. 
5h RUPP No 8 (Sparrow Lane): Modification to be progressed with a view to implementing the amendment next year.
5i Litter Bins: The installation of posts for the new litter bins was ongoing with Highways; the Clerk to progress. 
5j LCC Free Tree Scheme: The Clerk was asked to submit an application by the end of September for Hawthorn hedge plants. Cllr Hales agreed to obtain guidance from the Playing Field Committee on the quantity required and to notify the Clerk.
6. Correspondence
6a NK Parish Partnership: Correspondence from Corporate Director Mr Clive Redshaw with a draft of a possible Parish Partnership Agreement was received and noted. Cllr Carrington took the draft to read. Any views to be returned to NKDC by 29th September 2006
6b West Lindsey District Council - Consultation, Statement of Community Involvement (SCI): The receipt of this document was noted for information.
6c Bureau Veritas/Odour Nuisance & Complaints: The availability of a consultancy service from this company was noted for information. The datasheet to be held on file by the Clerk.
6d NKDC Statement of Principles Gambling Act 2005 - Consultation Document: This document outlined what function NKDC has over gambling and was noted for information.
6e Freedom of Information Seminar: LALC had given advanced notice of a training session covering this topic at Scopwick Village Hall on 19 October 2006 from 1.30-3.30pm. Cllr Carrington expressed an interest to attend.
6f LCC Planning Applications Consultation: A letter from the Director of Development advised that we can now view planning applications on-line via LCC’s web site at http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/planningregister. We can also make representations on current applications via the web. In this regard we were asked if we would be prepared to accept an e-mail rather than a letter of consultation and this was agreed. 
7 Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington noted that due to the cancellation of its June session no PPSG minutes were submitted to this meeting; the next PPSG meeting would be on 26th July and its minutes circulated in the normal way. The Parish Plan stand at Canwick Fete had been very busy and successful and thanks were extended to PPSG members for their support. Members were updated on the Community Council of Lincolnshire (CCL), who were local monitors for the Defra grant. A new policy now insisted CCL vetted all research questionnaires before parishes issued them, effectively taking part in the detailed management of the project. This went beyond either voluntary advice or the scrutiny the Council had signed up to in accepting the grant, and had implications for the independence of the Council’s financial decision making. After having discussed with some members Cllr Carrington had telephoned CCL on 19th July; they had confirmed the policy and said some other councils had objected to it. They had not answered key questions about their authority and skills and with their agreement a letter detailing the Council’s position and questions had been submitted for CCL’s consideration. A correspondence file and minute of a telephone call was laid before members and discussed. The Chairman observed that this went beyond CCL’s remit - if they wanted to direct the project they should come and do the work. The new policy would override the Council’s responsibilities but CCL had not said what allowed them to do so. County Councillor Bliss expressed concern and updated members on the existence of a supervisory board of CCL. Cllr Carrington had been told the head of CCL would be in contact this week, and the officer who dealt with Canwick was due at Wednesday’s PPSG. 
It was not clear CCL understood the framework councils worked in and he hoped discussion of the questions put to CCL would help to resolve the issue. Members noted the support and investment by NKDC in encouraging Parish Plans. Members affirmed the Council’s position and would await a response from CCL
8. Finance
8a Bank Account Update: Members received a copy of the monthly statement of accounts which showed a balance of £9,357.63 in the Deposit account. The balance on the Current account was £530.30 and included £381.89 for an un-presented cheque issued in June 2006, and £35 debited last month to cover a bank charge that was refunded, and this was approved. (**Clerks Note: In the event the £35 bank charge was not levied) 
8b Payments Due in July: A payment for £35 to Service Team for grass cutting the playing field was approved for payment.
8c Transfer of Funds: The transfer of £300 to meet the expenses payable until the next meeting on 18th September was approved.
8d 2005/06 Audit: The Chairman explained that the internal audit had been completed and there was now a requirement for Members to review the Statement of Assurance and this was undertaken. It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Carrington that the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2006, be accepted and approved and this was unanimously agreed. The Clerk to submit the statement and supporting papers to Moore Stephens, the external auditor.
9. Urgent Items for Information:
9/1 The Chairman asked Members to consider over the recess period the possibility of a Memorial in the village to commemorate the life of the late Ted Hammond (a former parish councillor) and this was acknowledged.
10. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 18th September 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm
