The Monthly Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 24th April 2006, at 7pm. 

One member of the public, County Councillor Bliss CBE, District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE and Councillor Clarke were present.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor Mrs C Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Councillor Kenworthy Resignation: The receipt of Cllr Kenworthy’s resignation on 21st March 2006 was recorded by the Chairman. A vote of thanks was extended to Neil for his help and support throughout his term of Office on the Council.

2. Co-option of New Councillor and Declaration of Acceptance of Office: The receipt of two nominations was noted by the Chairman. He recalled that one of the candidates had applied previously to fill a vacancy but had been unsuccessful. Mr Narborough had since become involved with the Village Hall and Parish Plan Steering Group. The second candidate Mr Peter Allen-Williams had submitted an impressive CV and there was no doubt that he was well qualified. The Chairman asked for a show of hands for each candidate. Mr Narborough 4 votes (unanimous). Mr Allen-Williams nil votes. Mr Narborough was duly Co-opted into the Office of Parish Councillor to fill the vacancy. In Mr Narborough’s absence at the meeting it was agreed that the Clerk would make arrangements with him to sign his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and completion of Interests under the Code of Conduct. Mr Allen-Williams attended the meeting but withdrew while the selection process was undertaken. He was invited to rejoin the assembly and advised of the outcome. It was agreed to record the interest shown for future reference. Mr Allen-Williams accepted an invitation to join the Parish Plan team.

3. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies from Councillor Canner, Councillor O’Melia and District Councillor Oxby were noted. P.C. Carl Annall did not attend. The Chairman declared a personal interest in item 6a Site at land off School Lane. 

4. Clerks Notes From The Monthly Meeting on 20th March 2006: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. It was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

5. Matters Arising:

5a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Councillor Hales confirmed that he had one information pack in-hand. He advised that the former Councillor (Mr Kenworthy) had agreed to update the information and print more copies of the pack when required. The agreement was noted and gratefully accepted.

5b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Councillor Carrington said that there was no new information in spite of on going updates. He was however pleased to record that visits to the site were on the increase and currently 42 pages could be viewed. The Chairman thanked Cllr Carrington for his continued support. 

5c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: Update to be progressed. 

5d TPO N43/1b Application to carry out works to protected trees at 3 Hall Farm, Canwick: The proposal to reduce the size of a small leaved Lime tree and to fell a Silver Birch tree at this location had been considered by the Planning and Environment Committees and objections had been returned to NKDC on 21st March 2006. A copy of the comments had been given to each Member and was noted for information. There was no update from the NKDC Tree Officer.

6. Planning:

6a: Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick: There was no new information.

6b Installation of Services, Grange Lane: District Cllr Mrs Brighton said that she had raised the concerns about the installation with officers in the Planning and Building Control Services. They advised that basically it was a service installation outside the remit of both of those departments. It had been suggested that the Parish Council write to Transco and ask if they were satisfied with the installation. It was agreed to pursue that course of action.

6c Two Storey extensions at Lindum House: A proposal to build a two storey extension to the front and side of the existing dwelling had been looked at by the Planning Committee and comments had been returned to NKDC on 13th April. Members strongly objected to the development on the grounds that the proposal was out of keeping with the site, would damage and destroy the character of the wider area and amenity of its neighbours, and were of excessive mass. A second letter (dated 18th April 2006) informed the NKDC Tree Officer of the building proposal and outlined the vulnerability of numerous trees on the site if the development was approved. The protection of the natural environment in this part of the village was requested. Local residents had also written to NKDC about the development and copies of the letters were noted. Reference was made to resident’s enquiries about the development and the absence of a site notice. The Clerk had contacted NKDC Planning and was informed that site notices were erected to a set criterion to include Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas and major development. It was agreed that we had done all that we could under the circumstances and there was no choice but to accept the situation as standing and see what develops.

6d Erection of 2 illuminated Signs at Brewers Fayre Restaurant, Lincoln Road, Canwick: The proposal called for a sign to be erected on Lincoln Road and a sign at the entrance along Canwick Avenue. The Chairman recalled a previous application and an agreement that had been brokered against the proliferation of signs at this location. It was agreed that the arrangement be upheld. The Chairman agreed to return comments to NKDC.

7. Environment:

7a Highways Issues Update: A forecast for the installation of traffic calming and slurry re-surfacing of footways in the village was acknowledged. Concern was raised at building materials left on the roadside verge along Hall Drive and it was agreed to forward details to NKDC Planning and LCC Highways

7b Playing Field Kissing Gate: A letter from Canwick Playing Field Committee expressed appreciation for help and support following the installation of a post to secure the kissing gate entrance and a replacement gate at the southern entrance to the playing field.

7c: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: Members were advised that an order had been placed by the County Council for the signs. 

7d Pedestrian Safety on Canwick Hill: Cllr Carrington reported a meeting on 23rd March 2006, with Highways staff and Lincolnshire Road Safety Partnership officers. The Parish case conceded that no measures should significantly impede traffic flow but intervention was required to reduce the dangers to pedestrians at the Washingborough Road (B.1190) Canwick Hill junction. It was considered that a safe crossing could be achieved economically by adding an ‘on demand’ green man crossing to the existing Washingborough Road traffic lights outside the Pitstop Garage together with a 4-5 metre extension of the existing footway. The main objective was to have a proposal included in the Rural Priorities Programme and the next stage would be to undertake a survey to investigate usage. It was reported that the survey was due to take place on Thursday 27th April 2006. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for the report.

8. Correspondence 

8a Lincoln City Local Development Framework (Affordable Housing): The receipt of a report setting out the preferred option for an affordable housing policy for inclusion in Lincoln’s Local Development Framework Core Strategy was noted.

8b 2nd Local Transport Plan for Lincolnshire: A copy of this document was noted for information.

8c NKDC Local Strategic Partnership: Councillor Carrington confirmed that he and Councillor Mrs Griffin had attended the Community Partnership event on 3rd April 2006. An email from Mrs Trisha Carter Assistant Secretary at LALC advised that building on the Community Strategy of the NKDC LSP, LALC was now in a position to nominate representatives to sit on each of three Theme Groups and asked if anyone was interested in representing the Association on these bodies to notify her at trisha.carter@cclincs.co.uk and this was noted for information.

8d LALC County Assembly: Advance notice of a Meeting on Wednesday 24th May 2006 starting at 7.15, at Anwick Community Centre was received from Mr Richard Enderby County Secretary at LALC. The Topic was local government reorganisation and a position statement about the future was noted. Parallel to the LALC Notice we had received an invitation from Lincolnshire County Council to attend a meeting on the same date in the village Hall Scothern at 7.30pm, in regard to a National Parish Charter. The Chairman advised that he had a prior engagement for that date. Councillor Carrington pointed out that there was a Parish Plan Steering Committee meeting on that date and therefore he and Cllrs Mrs Griffin and Hales would not be available. The Clerk reported that she had already agreed to attend the LALC assembly with the Chairman of Heighington PC and this was acknowledged. 

8e NKDC Mobile Skate Park: The availability and hire of this equipment during the period 1st June - 2nd September was notified by Leisure Connection. It was agreed that there was no where to accommodate such facilities in the village.

8f NKDC Linkline Publication: The Spring 2006 edition of this newspaper was noted. Members advised that they had received a copy at their home address.

8g LALC County Circular: The receipt of issue 124 dated April 2006 was noted and distributed to Members at the meeting.

9. Parish Plan Steering Group - Update: An update on the Parish Plan was deferred to the Annual Parish Meeting that would follow the Parish Council meeting that evening (starting at 8pm).

10. Finance:

10a Bank Account Update: The Clerk produced a statement showing a balance of £10,557.63 in the deposit account following the receipt of the £4,000 precept from NKDC for the 2006/07 financial year. A balance in the current account of £77.68 was highlighted. There were no queries raised. (a copy of the statement had been placed on the minute file for information). The situation was noted by Members and the statement was approved.

10b Payments Due in April 2006: A list (copy on minute file) of accounts due for payment included the renewal of insurance following scrutiny of the policy by the Clerk and liaison with the Chairman; plus expenses associated with the Parish Plan initiative. The payments were noted by Members and permission was given to clear them. 

10c Transfer of Funds: The transfer of £700 to meet the expenses payable in April was approved.

10d External Audit: A letter from Moore Stephens notified the timetable for the Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2006 by 30th June 2006, and this was noted by Members.

11. Urgent Items for Information: 

11/1 Councillor Mrs Griffin gave an apology for the May meeting. 

12. Date of Next Meeting: Annual General Meeting Monday 15th May 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.

