
The Monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 23rd July 2007 at 7.30pm.  
District Councillor Mrs Brighton and County Councillor Bliss were present.

Councillors:

Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman




Councillor I.D. Carrington – Vice-Chairman




Councillor G. Canner




Councillor M.T. Hales




Councillor L.T. O’Melia




Councillor R.C. Narborough

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present. 

1.  Apologies & Declarations of Interest: Apologies from Councillor Mrs C. Griffin, District Councillors  Clarke and Oxby and P.C. Andy Brown were noted. Councillors Pennell and Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside in the vicinity of the development.  Councillor Canner declared a prejudicial interest in the planning application at item 4c Erection of Single Storey Dwelling at The Vines, Hall Drive as he was the applicant and owner of the development site. Councillor Carrington declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4c as close relatives reside in a property near the development site.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 18th June 2007: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read.  The Chairman proposed that the notes be accepted and approved as minutes and this was agreed unanimously.

3   Matters Arising:

3a page 2 item 3a Information Packs for New Residents: Councillor Narborough reported that a new supply of packs was in progress.

3b page 2 item 3bWeb Site: Routine maintenenace had been undertaken over the previous month.

3c page 2 item 3c Street Lighting at Glebe End: It was reported that the location for a street light had been marked at the place requested by nearby residents.

3d Update – East Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy: Councillor Carrington reported following his attendance at the Examination in Public at Lincoln University (a summary is attached to this minute).  The Chairman highlighted information from the Panel Secretary that had been obtained online and informed an adjournment of the EIP on 19th July 2007, to await publication of the Govenment’s Housing Green Paper, due week commencing 23rd July 2007, so that the Panel can see if it includes anything that would materially impact on their considerations.  The Panel Secretary asked participants to notify within seven days of the publication of the Green Paper any considerations which have not already been explored in writing or orally at the EIP.  It was agreed that representations had already been made and therefore there were no further points to raise.

4.  Planning

4a Decision Notice - Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The declarations of interest from the Chairman and Councillor Narborough were acknowledged. The decison notice was read out.  Planning permission had been refused by NKDC to the (part retrospective) proposal for front, rear and side extensions and the details were read out by the Chairman for information.

4b Decision Notice – Single Storey Garden Room at Glebe Farm: Planning permission had been granted for the development on 28 June 2007 and the details were read out by the Chairman for information.

4c Erection of Single Storey dwelling at the Vines, Pelham Lane: The interests declared by Councillors Canner and Carrington were acknowledged and both Members left the meeting at this point.  Members looked at the plans on deposit and agreed that there were no objections to the principle of the proposal.  It was a long standing plan being renewed for the second time.  Reservations however were expressed that vehicle access to the site can only be obtained via School Lane then Pelham Lane, as the northern end of Pelham Lane is unsuitable for motors and signposted as such.  It was agreed that we should ask for a condition to be applied requiring careful planning of deliveries to the site to avoid inconvenience/obstructions to residents who reside in the vicinity and to create a suitable turning/storage area  within the site before development commences.  Councillors Canner and Carrington rejoined the meeting.

4d Canwick Hall: It was observed that a large hole had been drilled on the right hand side of the main front door of this building and it looked likely that some kind of flue had been installed. A query was raised whether this was permitted without permission as it was a listed building. Further, the wall which is attached to the west of the Hall was deteriorating.  The Clerk was asked to raise these issues with Planning Enforcement Officers at NKDC.

5   Environment:

5a Highways Issues: 

Blocked drains along Hall Drive had been reported to the Highways Officer for the area.  Weed spraying had been undertaken in the village.

A second limb had fallen on to the Byway No 8 (Sparrow Lane) and concerns about public safety were raised.  It was suggested that a letter be sent to the NKDC Tree Officer and copied to Jesus College Oxford. Councillor Carrington offered to undertake this task.

It was reported that soil had washed onto the carriageway at the narrow point on the northern side at the western end of School Lane.  Councillor Hales agreed to raise the matter with the Highways Officer.

Concern was expressed about the overgrown state of the building sites along Grange Lane. Councillor Hales understood that both of the areas were going to be sprayed in the near future.

The quality of the recent resurfacing works along Sibthorpe Gardens and the Paddock was considered inadequate. Kerbing and part of the footway had also been damaged through carelessness. County Councillor Bliss agreed to look at the situation after the meeting.

Councillor Bliss recalled the concerns about the exit from Hall Drive and updated that he had looked in to the issue with highways and there were no grounds to alter the speed limit, the main problem was traffic flows and capacity.  Liaison with the Road Safety Partenership and the use of electronic speed signs was suggested.

5b NKDC Client Services: A booklet on this subject had been received from Environmental Services and gave an insight into the services carried out by the Client and Commercial Services Unit at NKDC.  Copies of grass cutting plans were also enclosed.  The documents were handed to Councillor Hales for information.

5c Dog Bin Hall Drive: A supplier of posts for this bin had been found and Wybone had quoted £104.19 + VAT for a ground anchor and post, and £40.19 + VAT for a grouting post.  The Clerk reported that she was still awaiting a reply from NKDC who had said they could help with the situation.  It was agreed to further progress any help from NKDC, and to purchase a gound anchor and post from Wybone if necessary.

5d  LCC Free Tree Scheme: The County Council notified of this ongoing scheme to provide a combination of trees and hedge plants to Parish/Town Councils and voluntary groups.  Applications were invited to reach the Natural Environment Team by 30th September 2007.  Councillor Canner took the paperwork for the Playing Field Committee to consider any requirements.

6     Correspondence:

6a Garden Refuse Burning: A complaint had been received from a resident about the burning of garden refuse. In discussion it was agreed that there had been a considerable amount of bonfires in the village recently which were often an inconsiderate nuisance and inconvenience to residents. It was emphasised that residents should continue to report the problem to the NKDC Environment Heath Protection Unit. It was noted that there was information on the NKDC Web Site about bonfires and Councillor Carrington said he would provide an electronic link to the Village web site.  The making of a notice for display in the village was another consideration to be explored.

6b The Local Authorities Code of Conduct: A letter, copy Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils and standardised report had been received from the NKDC Solicitor/Monitoring Officer with regard to the Parish Council’s adoption of the new Code. Advice from LALC was still awaited. The correspondence was noted by the Chairman for review at the meeting on 24th September with a view to adoption of the new Code of Conduct on that date and this was agreed unanimously. 

6c Burial Law and Policy in 21st Century: A document had been received from the Ministry of Justice and was the Government response to the Consultation carried out by the Home Office/DCA in 2004 and was noted for information.

6d Countryside Access & Rights of Way improvement plan 2007-2012: A copy of this document was noted by Members and handed to Councillor Hales to peruse.

7  Parish Plan Steering Group: Councillor Carrington reported that work continues on the drafts to progress the final document.

8   Finance:

8a  Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showing a balance of £7,650.22 in the Deposit account following a transfer of £800 agreed at the previous meeting was highlighted. An interim balance of £546.44 in the Current account was also noted.  The situation was accepted and approved by Members.

8b Payments Due in July: Payments to Heighington PC for photocopies, a reimbursement to Councillor Carrington for Parish Plan expenses and an invoice from Veolia (Service Team) for grass cutting were approved for clearance that evening.  Approval was also given to pay invoices from Veolia received while the Council was in recess during August.

8c  Transfer of Funds: A working balance in the current account was noted and there was no requirement to transfer funds.  

9   Urgent Items for Information: 

9/1 Reference was made to the Four Parishes inaugural Cluster Group meeting that had taken place on 11 July 2007, when leading Members from NKDC attended. A summary of the evenings business was outlined and noted.  The next meeting was planned for Wednesday 10th October at Heighington. 

9/2 A vote of thanks were extended to Police Constable Andy Brown and PCSO Gareth Walters for their attendance at the recent village fete

10/1 Date of Next Meeting:  The next monthly meeting would take place on Monday 24th September 2007 at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick starting at 7.30pm

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.10pm
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