A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 22nd January 2007, at 7.30pm.
Three parishioners, District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, and C.R. Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Present: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman

Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor R.C. Narborough

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies from P.C. Brown, District Councillor Clarke and Councillor Canner were noted. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a extensions at Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside in the vicinity of the development site. Councillors Carrington and Mrs Griffin declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4c detached garage at Badgingarra, Heighington Road, as they both serve on two other committees with the applicant. The situation was acknowledged by Members for information.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 18th December 2006: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that they be accepted and approved as minutes for signing as a true record and this was agreed unanimously.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: A draft information pack was presented at the meeting for circulation between Members. This was noted with appreciation to Councillor Narborough by the Chairman.

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Routine maintenance had taken place over the month and observations about visitors to the site were noted. 

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: Reference was made to the consultation process that NKDC had asked to be undertaken in relation to street lighting requests. A letter had been sent to residents at Glebe End to update them about the request for an additional street light along that thoroughfare and responses were awaited. There was no new information from LCC about a possible upgrade of the street lighting along Heighington Road and there was no update from NKDC about the light obscured by the tree on Hall Drive.

4. Planning:

4a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The three residents expressed disquiet about development at this site. They were very concerned that building work had continued unrestricted without planning permission, that the property was predominant when viewed from School Lane, and considered that the rear elevations were intrusive and a monstrosity. The Chairman explained that there had been no objections to the original planning application for an extension for which planning permission had been granted in 2002. The Parish Council had notified the NKDC Planning Department in November 2006 of their concerns that construction was on-going possibly beyond that approved in 2002. He opined that the present structure looks like it has been built to the later plans submitted during 2006. Planning permission for the first of these had been refused by NKDC in late 2006. The decision notice had cited scale, mass and overbearing as some of the reasons for refusal. In parallel to this the applicant had submitted another planning application for further revised extensions at Sapele. Members looked at the details on the plans and considered that the development was fundamentally unchanged from the previous application, although it was noted that there were minor adjustments to include additional windows on the east and rear elevations, a smaller window size in the frontage and living accommodation was still planned in the roof space with velux windows. These were considered cosmetic changes and members felt that the previous grounds for refusal still applied. It was agreed unanimously to return comments to NKDC objecting strongly to the development and the Planning Committee Chairman was asked to construct a letter. Discussion continued on the topic of enforcement and the comments were noted for information.

4b Alterations to previously approved scheme at The Mews, Grange Lane, for the rebuilding of a former garage to form two dwellings, incorporating revised parking arrangements, frontage walling and second floor accommodation (retrospective application): A decision notice had been received from NKDC and the details were noted for information. Planning Permission had been granted on 7th December 2007.

4c Detached two vehicle garage at Badgingarra, Heighington Road, Canwick: After examining the plans it was agreed that there were no objections to the development and that ‘no comment’ be returned to NKDC.

4d TPO Appeal Decision 3 Hall Drive: A copy of the Government Inspector’s report to the appeal by the applicant against the refusal by NKDC to permit crown reduction of a small-leaved lime down to where it spurs from the trunk, or to reduce it by 50%, was received. Members were advised that the appeal had been dismissed. The comprehensive report and the letter of notification were noted for information.

4e TPO 661 - Confirmation of Order: A notice from NKDC advised that a Tree Preservation Order - Canwick (Pelham Lane) 2005, had been confirmed on 8th January 2007, and this was noted for information.

4f TPO Hall Drive - Update: Following an enquiry with the NKDC Tree Officer on the progress of this TPO [N690] we were informed that Jesus College had raised an objection. The next stage would be to take the TPO to Committee for them to make a decision but a date had yet to be set for the meeting. The situation as standing was noted by Members for information.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: It was reported that a road sweeper followed by a power washer had been observed in the village. As a result of high winds a large conifer had fallen and a vote of thanks was extended to Highways for speedy clearance of the obstruction. NKDC had been notified of the requirement to empty the new litter bins at various locations in the village. A new Dog Waste bin sticker had been purchased and received from Glasdon and Cllr Hales volunteered to fix the sticker to the relevant bin. The finger post for the public footpath at the Pelham Lane/School Lane junction needed replacing and the Clerk was asked to report it to the LCC Footpaths Officer.

6. Correspondence

6a NKDC Precept Information: The traditional letter and precept forms from NKDC were received and noted. The Chairman recalled the preliminary discussion at the December meeting and proposed a precept of £4,200 which represents a 5% increase on the previous year. He reaffirmed that in the event of election expenses being incurred we planned to defer street lighting upgrades; it was considered an unreasonable expectation for the parish to levy for possible election costs and potential 

upgrades in the same financial year. It was agreed unanimously to request a precept of £4,200 to meet the expenses payable by the Council in the 2007/08 financial year. The Clerk would inform NKDC.

6b Canwick PCC: The Parochial Church Council Honorary Secretary had written thanking us for the Grant of £300 approved at the last meeting. The letter was warmly received.

6c NKDC Planning Gain Supplement/Government Consultation: The NKDC Principal Forward Planning Officer notified of an on-going Government consultation on this subject and relevant documents for view on Government websites were listed. It was agreed that discussion be deferred until the next meeting.

6d Branston & Mere Parish Council - Recreational Facilities: The Branston & Mere Parish Council Clerk advised on a review of their sport and leisure facilities. They were looking at a possible upgrade to all weather astro-turf and floodlighting and were interested to learn if such facilities might be used by the clubs from nearby villages. In discussion it was opined that there was no requirement from Canwick although it was agreed that the Parish Council would give general support to such an undertaking and also publicise nearby facilities. The Chairman said he would draft a reply.

6e LCC Fire & Rescue Integrated Risk Management Plan: A copy of this document was noted by Members for information - to be displayed in the foyer at the Village Hall for residents to peruse.

6f NKDC Annual Monitoring Report, Local Development Framework: The NKDC Principal Forward Planning Officer advised that the District Council had formally adopted these documents in December 2006 to use them as effective tools for the future plan-making process and set out the time table for the Local Development Framework. The details were noted by Members for information. 

6g Code of Conduct - Actions taken by Members: Correspondence from the NKDC Head of Legal & Members Services following a recent case under the Code of Conduct was noted by Members for information.

6h LCC Nominations, Primary School Review Panels: The Assistant Director of Children’s Services advised that the County Council had adopted a Primary School Provision Policy on 5th December 2006. In order to implement the policy the Council was seeking nominations to serve on the Primary School Review Panels. There was no one available at this point in time.

6i NKCVS Newsletter: This was received and noted for display in the Village Hall foyer.

6j: Police Authority Public Newsletter: The December 2006 edition of this newsletter was noted.

6k LCC Highways works programme Jan-March 2007: It was noted that the new footway on part of Hall Drive was listed in the Rural Priorities Initiative Budget with an estimated start date March 2007.

6l Youth Involvement (LALC): Views about youth involvement (i.e. youth councils in situ or planned or any other initiatives involving youth) in villages had been sought on the LALC e.group as a pre-curser and possible topic at the Annual General Meeting. There were no comments for return.

6m Police Priorities: An email from the local Inspector looked to hear from Members if there were any problems. None were raised. 

7. Parish Plan Steering Group Update: The meeting on 25 January 2007 had been re-scheduled for 28 February 2007. The Group was making progress on the qualitative stage and more interviews were planned. 

8. Finance:

8a Bank Account Update: Members received a statement of accounts which showed a balance of £6450.22 in the deposit account and £47.79 in the current account when all of the cheques had been cleared. The statement was approved (copy of the statement on the minute file).

8b Payments Due in January: A list (copy on the minute file) of accounts due for payment, were approved. This included a payment to LALC for a lap top computer, office software and printer for £58.75. Much to the delight of the Clerk the equipment had been delivered to the office just prior to the Christmas break following a bid submitted last year. Members expressed appreciation to LALC and the Clerk was asked to forward a letter of thanks from the Council and parishioners of Canwick. An account from Glasdon was anticipated to cover the cost of the dog waste bin sticker and it was agreed to pay it on receipt.

8c Transfer of Funds: A request to transfer £100 to meet the expenses payable in January was approved.

8d Service Team - Playing Field Maintenance 2007/08: The quotation from Service Team for grass and hedge cutting in the 2007/08 financial year had been accepted and confirmed in writing.

8e Litter Picker: The Chairman to progress the employment aspects with Councillor Canner.

8f Precept 2007/2008: This item had been dealt with earlier under correspondence at item 6a.

9. Urgent Items for Information:

9/1 Councillor Carrington advised that if residents were unclear about the planning procedural process they might like to visit the village community website at www.canwick.org and look at the information about planning and the planning portal.

10. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 19th February 2007, starting at 7.30pm. at The Village Hall Montagu Road Canwick

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm

