The Monthly Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 21ST November 2005, at 7.30pm. 
District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE and District Councillor Clarke were in attendance with County Councillor Bliss CBE.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor N. Kenworthy - Vice-Chairman 

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor G. Canner

Councillor Mrs C. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: An apology from P.C.Annall and District Councillor Oxby was noted. The Chairman affirmed a personal interest, and Councillor O’Melia affirmed a prejudicial interest, in item 4a Planning Appeal, site off School Lane. 

2. Clerks notes from the monthly meeting on 17th October 2005: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. Councillor Carrington asked for two corrections for accuracy. The first on page 2 item 4c to read, "that Councillor Kenworthy Vice-Chairman took the Chair". The second on page 2 item 4c line 6 to insert, "as set out in its comments to NKDC on the original planning application in July 2004" Subject to the amendments it was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Councillor Hales advised that he had one information pack left. Councillor Kenworthy agreed to look in to more packs being printed. 

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Councillor Carrington advised that a check of the web site had been carried out to ensure people with disabilities could access the information; feed back from a person with a disability had helped to update this service. A new section had been opened to display newsworthy general information of the month, including (for December) the proposed highway improvements in the village, winter road maintenance programme, and the NKDC enterprise workshops etc. Further development of the site was anticipated. A vote of thanks was given to Councillor Carrington for his progress with this initiative.

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: The Clerk updated that the provision of two lights (1 at Glebe End and 1 at Grange Close) remained at Priority 2 status. In the event of excess reserves in NKDC’s Priority 1 budget towards the end of the 2005/06 financial year, Priority 2 requests might be undertaken. This was seen as a real possibility and she was hopeful that the two lights would be installed by the end of March 2006. Councillor Hales agreed to look at the situation along Heighington Road to establish the requirement for additional lighting.

3d Parish Plan page 1 item 3d: Councillor Carrington was pleased to report the receipt of a £2,900 grant from Defra under the supervision of the Community Council of Lincolnshire. The award was the first made in North Kesteven and one of only two so far granted in the County. He extended thanks to District Councillor Mrs Brighton and County Councillor Bliss for their letters of support. The Chairman congratulated Councillor Carrington on his success, for the maximum grant that could have been given was £3,000 and we had been awarded £2,900, and he considered it a noteworthy achievement. Councillor Carrington advised that the project would be run by a Steering Group constituted in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 as a sub-committee of the Council’s Planning Committee, and would also include community volunteers and co-opted members. The funding had been placed in the Parish Council account and would be administered by the Parish Council Clerk/RFO. Members of the Planning Committee voted unanimously to create a Steering Group sub-committee; all members voted unanimously to approve the new sub-committee and its terms of reference.

3e Office Equipment (fax facilities) page 1 item 3e: Enquiries had been made with the Heighington Parish Council computer consultant who recommended a fax machine as opposed to a modem in the computer. Details of various fax/answering machines from Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation (ESPO) and Staples were outlined for consideration to replace the existing telephone/answer machine. All of the prices and makes compared favourably and the cost of cartridges/ribbons etc were competitively priced if obtained through (ESPO). Further investigation with other suppliers was to be carried out. A budget of £120 was agreed and the Clerk was asked to progress in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman at Heighington Parish Council.

3f PCC Grant page 7b payments due: A letter from Mr Meads, Treasurer of Canwick PCC extended grateful thanks to Members for the contribution towards maintenance costs of the Churchyard.

3g Bonfires page 3 item 5h: A recent bonfire during an afternoon period was reported. Councillor Hales advised that he had logged the event.

4. Planning:

4a: Appeal - Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick ( N/17/1240/03 Erection of a Bungalow): The Chairman and Councillor O’Melia left the meeting at this point. Councillor Kenworthy Vice-Chairman took the Chair for this item. In being mindful of the enquiry on 7th December 2005, Councillor Carrington updated on his discussions with NKDC Planning Officers and confirmed that there was no change with the appellant’s position. During a discussion Members agreed to submit copies of the consultative comments returned to NKDC to reaffirm their position and objections to the development. He then advised Members of activities on-site when part of School Lane was closed by contractors felling trees, followed by the installation of a staircase and noted that these matters had been reported to NKDC and LCC by members of the community. A letter from a resident had been handed to the Clerk that evening and the content confirmed the situation. There being no further comments on this issue the Chairman and Councillor O’Melia rejoined the meeting. The Chairman resumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.

4b: Dwelling adjacent to Old Cottage, School Lane: The Chairman recalled the NKDC Planning Meeting as reported at the previous meeting when permission had been given to the applicant for the development. An update of recent events confirmed that the dwelling was not being constructed in accordance with the approved plans and the NKDC Enforcement Officer was alerted. We have been advised that the build has been sold and the new owner/developer has been advised to stop building and to submit a new planning application, as the approved plans were invalid. Members agreed that they had no choice other than to monitor the situation and await the arrival of a new application. Councillor Mrs Brighton was thanked by the Chairman for her continued support.

4c: Replacement Cedar Tree at Treasured View: NKDC Tree Officer notified of a replacement cedar being planted in a slightly different position to that of the original. As the replacement is a condition of a Tree Preservation Order the protection of the Order transfers to the new tree. We were advised that the records will be updated to include new location, species and date of planting. This was noted by Members.

4d: TPO Pelham Lane: An enquiry with NKDC in regard to a TPO being served on the Owners of a property at Pelham Lane was noted. The Tree Officer advised that they were asked to appraise the tree issues relative to a preliminary planning enquiry. No further communication had been received.

4e Extension at Copperfield Sibthorpe Gardens: A planning application seeking permission to build an extension was reviewed by Members. While there were no objections to the 

principle of the development, residents had voiced concerns that deliveries and equipment might obstruct their access. It was therefore agreed to request a condition be imposed to ensure that builders’ plant and materials are stored on-site and that roadways, footpaths and gateways are not obstructed to avoid inconvenience to neighbouring residents. The Clerk was asked to return comments as noted.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: Councillor Hales advised that he had a meeting with Mr Trevor Hines Highways Officer the following Monday. 

5b:Litter Bin Update: Members were advised that the bin had been received and installed near to Canwick Hall. Councillor Hales volunteered to arrange for it to be emptied. The Chairman thanked those involved.

5c: Bus Shelter on Canwick Hill: Councillor Bliss reported that replacement glass for the bus shelter had been delayed and an outside contractor was being sourced. He agreed to monitor and progress the repair. 

5d Playing Field - Annual Hedge Maintenance: Members confirmed that the Hedge had been cut. The Clerk confirmed that an account was awaited from Serviceteam.

5e Four Parishes Dog Warden Contract: The Chairman reported that a proposed increase in the hourly rate on 1st January 2006, and then from 1st April 2006, had been notified by Ms Gleave. The matter had been discussed at the recent Four Parishes Meeting where it had been accepted that Ms Gleave’s overheads had increased. These rates were still concessionary, as we were Ms Gleave’s initial customer but it had been felt that the fact of the continuing concessionary rate could leave the Four Parishes Group at a disadvantage in future negotiations. Accordingly it had been suggested that from the 1st January a rate of £7.75 would be more realistic, with the "standard" rate of £8.75 per hour being accepted from 1st April 2006. NKDC contribute 80% of the costs of the Service per annum. The Clerk had sought competitive tenders through the LALC e-group, and Councillor Bliss had also made enquiries with West and East Lindsay County Councillors, but to no avail. The Chairman proposed that the new rates be accepted and this was agreed unanimously. The Chairman continued by commenting about other items discussed by the Four Parishes Group to include the creation of regional police forces, and a Government change from a national funding pool to a Regional Fund to cover transport. Councillor Bliss contributed in a discussion and briefed Members about the new LCC Chief Executive Mr Tony McArdle and ongoing reorganisation at the County Council. Councillor Mrs Brighton advised of NKDC’s new Chief Executive Mr Ian Fytche from Bourne, a previous Director of Sport England who would start on 1st January 2006. In response to a query in regard to the refuse disposal facilities, she advised that with exception of a glitch during August because of hot weather, the disposal facilities at Caythorpe were working efficiently and only a small amount of green waste had gone to land fill.

5f Traffic Calming/Canwick Hill: A letter from Councillor Bliss to Miss Nettle at Highways & Planning regarding the misuse of the offside lane asking for an update on this long standing issue was noted

5g Salting Routes Winter 2005/2006: Copies of this leaflet were given to Members. The remainder were taken to display in the foyer of the Village Hall for information.

6. Correspondence 

6a NKDC Affordable Housing: A letter from the Corporate Director Mr Clive Redshaw recalled a previous consultation on some general principles related to affordable housing and specifically on the usage of Section 106 Contributions. He notified that NKDC had agreed a further policy statement on affordable housing and pointed out that the policy provides guidance on the way in which policies in 

the emerging Local Plan will be applied. He advised that the policies will be embodied in a Supplementary Planning Document on Affordable Housing which will itself be the subject of consultation in the autumn. He was mindful that a number of local councils were very concerned about the principle of future Section 106 Contributions and explained the position in that regard. He concluded by asking for views on whether existing thresholds (the size of the site when a request for affordable housing should be applied) should be varied. The Chairman opined that there were no plots available to trigger even 5. Councillor Mrs Brighton pointed out that currently the trigger was 15 before the policy can be applied and emphasised the need to provide 460 affordable homes per annum.

Members endorsed the change to the thresholds and agreed the 5 dwelling trigger and the Clerk was asked to notify NKDC accordingly.

6b Register of Electors: A disclaimer for use of the full register was endorsed by Members.

6c Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: A request for two signs to show the way to the Church from Heighington Road along Grange Lane and one at the bottom of the drive to the Church was received from the PCC Secretary. It was agreed to look in to the matter with Mr Hines at Highways.

6d Lincolnshire Police Authority Force: A paper entitled Force Structure sought views on the proposed Government changes. This was noted by the Chairman who advised that it had been downloaded on 27/10/05 from the LALC e-group and was time sensitive. He opined that there had been no time for Members to consider the options and respond.

6e Environment Agency Trade Exhibition: The details of this exhibition at Woodhall Spa on 24th November 2005, was noted by Members.

6f NKDC Business Advice Surgeries: The Business Support Officer notified of free and confidential business advice available monthly at Sleaford and North Hykeham and asked for leaflets to be displayed on local notice boards to publicise the service. 

6g Central Networks/Christmas Decoration Fund: Central networks Customer Liaison Manger had invited Parish Councils to compete for a grant of £2,500 towards Christmas Lights and Decorations. The Chairman advised that there was no budget available to meet the conditions of the application.

6h East Midlands Regional Assembly: A document detailing ‘Options for Change’ was noted by the Chairman who agreed to take it to read. Councillor Mrs Brighton (Member of the Regional Assembly) advised on the contents of the document, chiefly about housing in Lincolnshire.

6i Police Update: The enquiry officer at Bracebridge Heath Police Office had advised of 3 incidents since 21/10/05 all theft from a motor vehicle at Mill Lodge and Travel Lodge car park areas.

6j Road Safety: Councillor O’Melia commented about the difficulties for drivers to egress on to Canwick Hill from Hall Drive and he opined a reflective mirror across the road from Hall Drive might help. Councillor Bliss advised that they might be asked to pay for it and it would be dependent on whose land it would be erected on. He opined that reflective mirrors were unfavourable because of the distortion they reproduce. It was agreed to send a letter to the County Council about the difficulties exiting from the Hall Drive junction on to Canwick Hill and ask them to look into the matter.

7 Finance:

7a Bank Account Update: The Clerk produced a statement showing a balance of £8,370.44 in the deposit account. That figure included the Grant of £2,900 for the Parish Plan which had been paid in advance; a formal start of the project was scheduled for January 2006. A balance of £33.83 in the current account (following the deduction of un-presented cheques totalling £488.51), was highlighted and there were no queries raised. (a copy of the statement had been placed on the minute file for information). The situation was noted by Members and the statement was approved.

7b Payments Due in November 2005: A list (copy on minute file) of accounts due for payment was noted by Members and permission was given to clear them

7c Transfer of Funds: A transfer of £550 to meet the expenses payable in November was agreed.

7d Half Year Statement: (Copy on minute file) The Clerk produced a statement showing receipts and payments from 1st April 2005 to 30th September 2005. Spending against the precept was seen to be on target and the balance carried forward at £5,992.78 was noted. The situation at this half year stage in the financial year was accepted and approved by Members.

7e Hedge Maintenance: As confirmation had been given earlier in the meeting that the hedge adjacent to the playing field had been cut an account was anticipated. Members agreed that the Invoice be paid if it was received in the near future.

7f. Purchase of Box files: The Clerk sought permission to order box files to organise the filing system in her office and other stationery for Canwick PC business. Members approved a budget of £25 for stationery products.

8. Urgent Items for Information: 

8/1 Councillor Canner advised that the Playing Fields Committee were to apply for grants to fund play equipment. He also noted that the Playing Fields and Village Hall Committees were to pilot a general questionnaire to residents sometime in March 2006. Reference was made to the Kissing Gate that was swinging on its hinges. Councillor Canner advised that the Playing Fields Committee had the repairs in-hand.

9. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 19th December 2005, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm

© Canwick PC 
