A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 20th November 2006, at 7.30pm. 
PCSO Walters, District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, Councillor C.R. Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman

Councillor G. Canner

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor R.C. Narborough

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present. 

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin and P.C. Brown. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside nearby. 

Police Matters: PCSO Walters updated on events in relation to two minor accidents along the B1188 and an abandoned vehicle. An information sheet with details of the Neighbourhood Policing Team had been produced and PCSO Walters distributed copies at the meeting and gave permission for the paper to be reproduced and delivered to every household in the village. The Chairman thanked PCSO Walters for attending the meeting and he left at this point.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meetings held 16th October 2006: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that they be accepted and approved as minutes for signing as a true record and this was agreed unanimously.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Members were informed about difficulties with printing a new supply and were advised that the problem had now been resolved. Cllr Narborough had taken on this role and contact details etc were currently being updated. The advantage of this in-house arrangement was acknowledged by Members with grateful thanks.

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Routine maintenance had taken place over the month. A promotion to commemorate National Tree Week was currently on view.

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: The Clerk reported that the power supply had yet to be organised for the new lamp on Grange Close. A letter to the residents at Glebe End to reaffirm the request for a street light and the location was to be taken in-hand. The issue about foliage from a protected tree that impaired the illumination from a street light along Hall Dive was also being looked in to. 

3d Notice Board page 2 item 3e: A report on this provision and four cost estimates were laid before Members for consideration. The suitability of a wall or to post mount the notice board was raised but had yet to be organised and confirmed. A recommendation to place an order for a 2 Bay Oak, magnetic board, including posts, lettering, commemorative plaque and delivery at a cost of £620 plus VAT was agreed by Members. Councillor Carrington would take this forward in consultation with the Parochial Church Council.

3e East Midland Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS): The Chairman and Vice Chairman reported on their attendance at a briefing session organised by NKDC on 26 October 2006. A letter from the Principal Planning Officer invited comments on this document in relation to possible implications arising from the proposed strategy particularly development earmarked for the south east quadrant which included Canwick Parish. A questionnaire had been provided for this consultation and a draft response had been given to each Member and was unanimously endorsed. Councillor Carrington agreed to draft the Parish Council’s response to be sent to the Panel Secretary at the Government Office for the East Midlands by 20 December 2006. 

4. Planning:

4a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The details of an application for development to include a double garage, day room, alterations to the ground floor layout, first floor lounge and en-suite and second floor bedroom with study were reviewed. Members were advised of concerns raised by residents when viewing the plans on deposit. It was also noted that permission had been granted for extensions to this property on 13 November 2002, and that reservations had been raised over whether current works on site was being restricted to that covered by the earlier permission. The approved plans were compared against the new application and it was agreed to object on the grounds that the proposed development was excessive in scale and mass and would be overbearing. 

4b Alterations to previously approved scheme for the rebuilding of a former garage to form two dwellings, incorporating revised parking arrangements, frontage walling and second floor accommodation (retrospective application): Members looked at the plans on deposit. It was agreed to hold any comments pending review by local residents of the plans on deposit and then it be dealt with by the Planning Committee.

4c Stone Cottage site at Hall Drive: Members were updated about construction activity on this site and an exchange of correspondence with the planning department at NKDC which advised that the building under construction was understood to be within permitted development criteria. However, in light of the concerns expressed about the possible effect the construction might have on the adjacent churchyard boundary wall, a building control officer had been asked to investigate.

4d The Old Forge Pelham Lane: A decision notice had been received. Planning permission had been refused on 1st November 2006

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: Following the previous meeting, the Clerk confirmed that written requests had been sent to the Highways Officer in regard to works to widen the footway on Canwick Hill, the proposed footway scheme along Hall Drive and a request for more information relating to the possible upgrade of the street lighting along Heighington Road. The implementation of this year’s phase of works to reconstruct 0.75km of footway along the B1188 from Branston was raised. It was considered inappropriate for these works to have been started at one of the busiest times of the year with the forthcoming Lincoln Christmas Market which would exacerbate congestion along this thoroughfare. It was pointed out that all road works were to be suspended over the period of the Lincoln Christmas Market. 

5b: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: No new information - in progress.

5c: Environment Agency River Witham Flood Management Plan Scoping Report Consultation: A copy of this document was received and Councillor Carrington took it to read. A response was invited for return by 5 January 2006. 

5d Installation of Litter Bins: The three new litter bins had recently been installed and a schedule to empty them was noted. Councillor Hales agreed to mark the areas of the bins on a site location plan for submission to NKDC

5e Dog Waste Bin Emptying: The ongoing difficulties over emptying the bin along Hall Drive had been resolved. The need for replacement ‘dog sign’ stickers on the dog waste bins was raised. The Clerk said she would try and obtain some from Glasdon.

5f Playing Field: Councillor Canner reported that the boundary hedgerow at the field had been cut.

5g Breathing Spaces Programme: Members were advised about this small grants programme developed by the Big Lottery Fund in partnership with the BBC campaign to inspire communities to get involved in transforming and creating local green spaces that are good for wildlife and people. This was noted for information - the deadline for applications was Wednesday 13 December 2006.

6. Correspondence

6a NKDC Draft Taxi Licensing Policy Consultation: A copy of this document had been received and comments were invited for return by 5th January 2006. The Chairman took the document to read.

6b NKDC Electoral Issues: A letter from NKDC Members Services Manager outlined various election costs for next year. Ordinary elections were to take place on 3rd May 2007. If an election is not contested the costs would be £100. If a Parish Council has a contested election and there is also a District Election, costs would be varied depending on the size of the parish electorate, but was expected to be between £350 and £500. If the District election was uncontested but the Parish was contested the likely costs depending on the number of electorate was from between £800 to £1,200. This was noted by the Chairman who opined a £350 charge on a parish with a £4,000 precept was considerable and he remarked that there would appear to be no progress towards help with funding for elections from the NKDC and this was acknowledged by the District Councillors present. The rule that there was no requirement to fill a vacancy should one occur within 6 months of the date of an ordinary election was also noted. 

6c Countryside Alliance: A letter from the Chief Executive outlined a campaign to save local post offices and a request calling everyone to write to Jim Fitzpatrick MP, the minister responsible for post offices was highlighted. Councillor Carrington considered that the Council should be writing to someone about this issue and Members agreed.

6dLincoln City Council Statement of Community Involvement: The receipt of this document was noted for information.

6e LCC Capital Grant Aid 2007/2008: The Grants Officer advised that packs for this scheme were available and application preview forms outlining the scheme were invited by 31st December 2006. Substantive applications had to be submitted by 1st March 2007. The details to be passed on to the Playing Field and Village Hall Committees 

6f Parish Magazine: A letter from the Environment Manager at NKDC advised that they had been looking into effective communication with residents of North Kesteven to ensure that they are kept up to date with changes. The Linkline publication was a useful means of communication but sometimes messages were missed. In being mindful of parish magazines it was considered that it might be useful to publish important information in that publication. Two such issues included the launch of the "watchNK" service and the forthcoming refuse arrangements for Christmas and we were asked to forward a copy of this letter and a disc to the Editor. The disc had been passed on to Councillor Carrington so that the information could be copied onto the village web site.

6g NKDC A Cabaret at Christmas: A letter from the Chairman’s office at NKDC advised of this event on Friday 1st December 2006 in the Civic Suite at the Council Offices. The event was open to everyone and a poster was displayed on the notice board in the Village Hall foyer.

6h NKDC Website Facilities: The Member Services Manager referred to a website facility being offered by LCC to every Town and Parish Council across the County. Councillor Carrington noted that the LALC were going to issue details about this initiative and he suggested that we should await that information and Members agreed.

7 Freedom of Information - update: Councillor Carrington reported on this subject following attendance at a seminar on 19 October 2006. The Government Officer had updated the rules on the changes to the Publication Scheme and these had been incorporated in to the Canwick Parish Council scheme version 9. The issuing of information under the data protection act was also covered at the seminar and a copy of this council’s minutes was used after being obtained by the Officer from the village website. The use of a personal name without permission was raised in particular and although we are careful a suggestion to place a note on notice boards saying ‘names of correspondents may be included in minutes’ had been adopted. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for his update.

8 Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Parish Plan: Councillor Carrington referred to the development of a protocol and pointed out that he was still waiting for a draft. He also advised that the next PPSG meeting was scheduled for 7 December 2006.

9. Finance

9a Bank Account Update: The Clerk referred to the Service Team Account that she had queried and advised that Service Team had confirmed that an invoice for grass cutting on 1st September 2006 had been duplicated. In this regard Service Team had advised that they would deduct the excess charge of £38.95 off the invoice for cutting the boundary hedge and this was approved.

Members received a statement of accounts which showed a balance of £7657.63 in the deposit account and £49.91 in the current account when all of the cheques had been cleared. The statement was approved (copy of the statement on the minute file).

9b Payments Due in November: Payments to Service Team and Parish Plan expenses to Councillor Carrington were approved 

9c Transfer of Funds: Members were advised that the transfer of £300 approved at the previous meeting had not been undertaken. Permission to transfer £400 was therefore requested to meet the expenses payable and this was approved.

10. Urgent Items for Information: none to report.

11. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 18th December 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm

