The Monthly Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 20th March 2006, at 7.30pm.
County Councillor Bliss CBE, District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE and District Councillor Clarke were present.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor N. Kenworthy - Vice-Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor Mrs C Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies from Councillor Canner, District Councillor Oxby and Police Constable Carl Annall were noted. There were no declarations to record.

2. Clerks Notes From The Monthly Meeting on 20th February 2006: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. It was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Councillor Hales advised the delivery of one information pack to new residents leaving three copies in-hand and this was noted by Members.

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: No new information.

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: The Clerk to forward a letter to NKDC. 

3d NKDC Area Advisory Forum page 2 item 3d: Councillor Carrington updated on this matter following attendance at the North Area Advisory Forum on Monday 6th March 2006. A copy of the agenda and questions on Parish Partnerships and a copy of the presentation notes had been reproduced and given to each Member for information. Councillor Carrington commented on a vibrant debate that had taken place at the Forum following the introduction of a draft LAA (Local Area Agreement) & NKLSP (North Kesteven Local Strategic Plan) Structure Chart that outlined new arrangements for the delivery of services under the direction of a Lincolnshire Assembly (County LSP), and was considered very significant to a parallel EMRA Consultation. Councillor Mrs Brighton and Councillor Bliss offered an opinion on the new structures and highlighted that both County and District Councils would present a united front to deliver services at reasonable costs.

3e NKDC Re: Planning Applications on Deposit page 2 item 4e: The receipt of a revised list for Washingborough Local Access Point (LAP) as a means for residents to view plans on deposit was noted for information and confirmed an amendment to include Canwick on the list.

3f Bus Shelter - Canwick Hill page 2 item 3e: Councillor Hales reported that the overgrown vegetation had been cut down. The Chairman noted that the broken window had been repaired promptly. 

4. Planning:

4a: Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick: There was no progress in the removal of the staircase structure following a request to LCC Highways. It was agreed to carry the item forward to monitor any action that might be taken.

4b: Decision Notice/Garage at Tucktaway, School Lane: NKDC had given permission on 17th February 2006, for the erection of a detached double garage block with music room over and alteration to the roof over the entrance on the front elevation of this property, and this was noted by Members.

4c Installation of Services, Grange Lane: Reference was made to the concern expressed at the February meeting about exposed pipe work connected to inspection covers in the grass verge near the highway. An exchange of correspondence between the NKDC Planning Services Enforcement Officer and the Clerk included a selection of photographs of the installation. The Enforcement Officer had advised that the situation was a Highways issue and not a planning matter. The local Highways Officer Mr Trevor Hines had been notified of the concern and agreed to visit the site and look at the situation but there was no feed back to date. As a last resort we had also been advised to contact Transco. The Ward Councillors present were equally surprised to hear that it was not a planning issue and Councillor Mrs Brighton agreed to raise the matter at NKDC.

4d East Midlands Rural Development Framework: The Government Office for the East Midlands notified of a consultation from 16th January to 10th April 2006 on the subject document. (the document sought to clearly set priorities and outcomes for rural areas in the East Midlands and how it could be achieved). The main route for responding to the consultation was online via www.ruralnet.typepad.com/emrdf/ Councillor Carrington emphasised the need to respond and agreed to undertake the task. In this regard he looked to Members to view the site and notify him of any particular comments for return in order that all views could be collated and returned to avoid duplication. Councillor Mrs Brighton commented on the Defra led strategy Rural Development Programme for England, and the development and implementation of a programme in the East Midlands led by Natural England the East Midlands Development Agency and the Forestry Commission. (NB: English Nature, the Rural Development Service and the Countryside Agency’s Landscape, Access and Recreation division will merge to form Natural England in October 2006) 

The following items were received after the agenda was published and Members agreed to review.

4e TPO N43/1b Application to carry out works to protected trees at 3 Hall Farm, Canwick: An application to reduce the size of a small leaf Lime tree and to fell a Silver Birch was noted. It was agreed that the Planning & Environment Committees consider the proposal and return comments to NKDC.

4f TPO Canwick (Hall Drive) N/665 2006: NKDC advised that the Tree Preservation Order had been endorsed as confirmed without modification by the Head of Economic, Community and Planning Services on the 15th March 2006.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: Nothing to report.

5b Playing Field Kissing Gate: The Clerk reported that the countryside team from the County Council had installed a new post at the kissing gate and a new self closing gate at the (B1188) end to public footpath 7, on 8th March. The request for a hand rail from Heighington Road to the kissing gate entrance had been held pending consultation with the Highways Officer. Members were pleased to learn that the work had been undertaken.

5c: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: Members were advised that an order had been placed by the County Council for the signs. 

5d Dog Warden Report: A quarter year report (Dec 2005 to February 2006) from the dog warden had been received at the Four Parishes Group Meeting on 22nd February 2006, and had been reproduced and distributed to each Member and was noted by the Chairman for information. Reference was made to a persistent dog fouling problem on the playing field and areas near Sibthorpe Gardens and The Paddock. The Clerk advised that she had reported the matter to Ms Gleave and the dog warden had intensified visits to these areas at different times throughout the day but had not to date caught anyone failing to clean up. In addition the Clerk advised that the dog warden Emma had resigned. Mr Geoff 

Owen patrolled the area within the Four Parishes.

5f Pedestrian Safety on Canwick Hill: A reminder that a site meeting had been arranged for 23rd March 2006 was noted.
5f Litter Bins: The three litter bins approved at the previous meeting had been received and were waiting to be installed. Councillor Hales advised that Mr Hines had requested a check of the Council’s level of indemnity as the bins would be installed near a highway. The Clerk said that she had contacted the Council’s Insurers Allianz/Cornhill and they had confirmed that Public Liability was £5 million on the existing policy and third party liability which indemnifies the Council against any legal liabilities was covered. This information had been relayed to Mr Hines and accepted.

5g Fly Tipping B1188 Lay-by: The clearance by NKDC of the rubbish dumped at this site was acknowledged. The Chairman thanked District Councillor Clarke for his assistance in reporting the matter to Officers at the District Council.

6. Correspondence 

6a NKDC Equality Scheme Consultation: The Head of Policy and Performance Services advised of an extensive review of their functions and policies to produce a revised Equality Scheme. The aim was to provide a generic Equality Scheme to replace the previous Race Equality Scheme. We were given an opportunity to comment on the revised scheme prior to a final draft being produced and formally adopted. The Chairman acknowledged the receipt of the document and took it to read.

6b NKDC Community Service Awards 2005/06: Members were invited to submit nominations for this award. The Chairman recalled a previous recommendation that had been turned down by a recipient. There were no nominations put forward for consideration and the invitation was declined.

6c NKDC Meeting Calendar 2006/07: A copy of the schedule of meetings had been given to each Member and was noted for information. 

6d NKDC Local Strategic Partnership: An invitation to a Community Partnership Event on 3rd April 2006 from 10am to 1pm was noted. Councillor Carrington and Councillor Mrs Griffin agreed to attend.

6e Vitalise - Appeal for Funding: A letter from the Community and Local Authorities Fundraiser advised the aim of this unique charity (formerly Winged Fellowship Trust) which provides holidays for disabled people, breaks for carers and opportunities for volunteers. This was noted by Members for information with an agreement not to award any funding on this occasion.

6f Victim Support Lincolnshire: A letter from the Branch Manager advised of the work of Victim Support and asked if it would be possible to make a donation or grant. It was agreed that no donation or grant would be awarded on this occasion. 

6g Community Council of Lincolnshire: A copy of the spring edition of Rural Links the Community Council Magazine, was noted and taken to read by Councillor Carrington and to pass-on to Members.

6h CPRE - Volunteers for Hon Sec/Treasurer - Best Kept Village Competition: A letter from the CPRE Chairman advised of the vacancy for an Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. He asked if the Parish Council would consider becoming affiliated to the Lincolnshire Branch at a fee of £15 which included one free entry in to the Best Kept Village Competition. The correspondence was noted by Members. Councillor O’Melia took the B.K.V. entry form and guidance notes.

6i Funding Fair: An invitation to attend an event on Tuesday 18th April 2006, at Leasingham Village Hall starting at 6.30 - 8.30pm was noted. Councillor Carrington took the booking form to pass on to local organisations.

6j Local Police and Community Forums: A schedule of Local Police and Community Forums in the seven Districts during April was received. The meeting for North Kesteven would take place on Wednesday 12th April starting at 7.30pm in St Johns Primary School Hall at Bracebridge Heath and was noted by Members for information.

7. Parish Plan Steering Group - Update: A copy of the agenda and minutes from a meeting held on 22nd February 2006 had been given to each Member. The meeting had dealt with the timing of the project, publicity material and the distribution of a flyer promoting the project. Councillor Carrington commented on a leaflet drop and advised that the Group hope to finalise the questionnaire by the forthcoming Wednesday. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for the update.

8. Arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting: It was agreed that the Parish Meeting would follow the monthly Parish Council Meeting on Monday 24th April 2006, starting at 8pm and would include a presentation on the Parish Plan followed by refreshments.

9. Draft Parish Council Meeting Calendar 2006/07: A list of meetings for the coming civic year was received, noted and accepted by Members.

10. Finance:

10a Bank Account Update: The Clerk produced a statement showing a balance of £7,457.63 in the deposit account. A balance in the current account of £189.72 (following the deduction of un-presented cheques at £411.20), was highlighted. There were no queries raised. (a copy of the statement had been placed on the minute file for information). The situation was noted by Members and the statement was approved.

10b Payments Due in March 2006: A list (copy on minute file) of accounts due for payment included expenses associated with the Parish Plan initiative and a replacement cheque to Councillor Carrington. The payments were noted by Members and permission was given to clear them. 

10c Playing Field Maintenance Contract 2006/07: A quotation from Service Team advised the cost of grass cutting at £38.95 + VAT per cut and hedge cutting on 1 occasion at £295 + VAT for the forthcoming season. It was agreed to accept the quotation on a similar programme to the previous year (i.e. gang mow at 2 weekly intervals between April and September (approx 11 cuts per annum) plus 1 annual cut of the Hedge).

10d Transfer of Funds: The transfer of £900 to meet the expenses payable in March was agreed.

11. Urgent Items for Information: 

11/1 Councillor O’Melia gave an apology for the April meeting. 

12. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 24th April 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7pm. To be followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 8pm

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm

