The Monthly Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 20th February 2006, at 7.30pm. 
County Councillor Bliss CBE was present.
Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman
Councillor I.D. Carrington
Councillor G. Canner
Councillor Mrs C Griffin
Councillor M.T. Hales
Councillor L. O’Melia
The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies from District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, Clarke and Oxby were noted together with an apology from Councillor Kenworthy (Vice-Chairman) and Police Constable Carl Annall. The Chairman affirmed a personal interest, and Councillor O’Melia affirmed a prejudicial interest, in agenda item 4a Appeal - site off School Lane. 
2. Clerk's Notes From The Monthly Meeting on 20th January 2006: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. It was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.
3. Matters Arising:
3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: The delivery of one information pack was noted by Councillor Hales.
3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Councillor Carrington informed Members that the internal navigation had been re-built. The news page had been re-started and he looked forward to new stories being posted. The Parish Plan initiative was now featured on the web site and updated regularly. Complimentary comments were expressed at the illustrations on key pages showing various areas of the village. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for his continuing support.
3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: A letter from NKDC notified of requests in the current improvement programme and looked for additional requests for the 2006/2007 financial year that would be processed by NKDC following consultation with nearby residents by the Parish Council. The Clerk pointed out that on receipt of the letter she had taken note that only Grange Lane had been listed in the current programme and the request from residents for Glebe End had been left off. She recalled that the requests for Grange Lane and Glebe End had been endorsed by the Parish Council and sent to NKDC on 20th November 2004 for inclusion in the programme for 2005/2006 financial year. During subsequent discussions with Mr Shortland at NKDC (following the written submission in November 2004); she was given to understand that the two requests had been placed at priority 2 and would be processed in the 2005/06 programme subject to funding otherwise we would have to wait until the requests were elevated to priority 1. In discussion Members re-affirmed support to the request for Glebe End and the Clerk was asked to write to NKDC and outline the details associated with the request. 
A second letter from LCC Head of Design & Construction advised that the Department for Transport was making £600M available to help local authorities modernise their street lighting and that the County Council intended to submit a bid for a share of the extra funding. The Clerk advised that she had raised the situation with Mr Shortland at NKDC in being mindful of the possibility of updating the street lights along Heighington Road from footway lighting to highway lighting. Mr Shortland advised that NKDC were aware of the DOT funding situation and were in discussion with the County Council, it emerged however that the County Council issue was not straight forward.
3d NKDC Area Advisory Forum page 3 item 6a: Councillor Carrington’s attendance at the North Area Advisory Forum on Monday 6th March 2006, at Navenby had been confirmed and two questions relating to the issue of Parish Partnerships had been submitted. This was noted by Members for information.
3e Bus Shelter - Canwick Hill page 2 item 5b: Members were informed that a window had again been broken in the bus shelter and had been reported to LCC. Councillor Hales advised that the window had been repaired and he understood the overgrown vegetation was to be cut down that day 
4. Planning:
4a: Appeal - Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick(N/17/1240/03 Erection of a Bungalow): The Chairman and Councillor O’Melia left the meeting at this point. In the absence of Councillor Kenworthy (Vice-Chairman) Councillor Carrington (Planning Committee Chairman) took the Chair for this item. Reference was made to a letter requesting removal of the staircase structure that had been sent to Mr Peppard County Council Development Officer and copied to Highways Officer Mr Hines, NKDC Planning Officer Mr Harvey and Enforcement Officer Mr Hinchliffe. The Clerk had spoken with Mr Hines who confirmed that the matter was a Highways Issue. However, following the dismissal of the planning appeal it was pointed out that the appellant has 42days (6 wks) from the date of the Inspectorate’s decision to counter appeal to the High Court. In being mindful of this possibility Mr Hines suggested we wait to see if anything happens after the 42 day period. He will then follow the situation through with a letter requesting removal of the structure within a 28 day period and if nothing happens he will follow that notice up with a second letter giving a 14 day period. It was understood the remaining procedure would be enforcement and that would be at the discretion of the Legal Department at the County Council. There was no further comment and the Chairman and Councillor O’Melia rejoined the meeting. The Chairman resumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.
4b: TPO Canwick (Hall Drive) N.665 2006: NKDC advised of a Tree Preservation Order which had been served on the Owners of the Land. It was noted that the TPO would preserve woodland consisting of yew, pine, ash, lime and other broadleaf and deciduous trees situated along Hall Drive. The TPO was appreciated by Members who considered it essential to protect the environment, character and appearance in this part of the village.
4c Dwelling Land adjacent to the Old Cottage, School Lane: A decision notice had been received. Planning permission had been granted on 13th January 2006 subject to the conditions laid down and was noted by Members for information.
4d: NKDC Prior Notice of Planning Appeals: Planning Services advised that following a review of the Planning Appeals Process we would receive an email to inform us when an appeal was lodged. This would be followed by written confirmation and a copy of the appellant’s grounds of appeal within two weeks of the email notice. The information was noted by Members.
4e NKDC Re: Planning Applications on Deposit: A letter from the Planning Services Administration Manager notified of planning applications being made available for public viewing at various Local Access Points (LAP) and Info Links centres in the District. It was noted that Canwick had not been included in the list for Washingborough LAP. It was assumed that the County Electoral Division (Heighington & Washingborough) had been used as a guide for the list and in this regard Canwick had been omitted. The Clerk was asked to seek a correction to the LAP Office/Info Link list.
4f Lincoln City Council: A letter from the Head of Planning Services referred to the City’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and recalled previous correspondence including a schedule setting out the proposed consultee for each of the various documents currently under production as part of Lincoln’s Local Development Framework (LDF). 
Members were advised that following the consultation, representations had been received from Parish Councils who asked to be consulted on all of Lincoln’s documents on the grounds that they are potentially of relevance and of interest to them. In this regard it was proposed to define all eleven adjoining Parish Council’s as Development Plan Document (DPD) bodies for all of Lincoln’s LDF documents and to amend the SCI accordingly. One consequence of this change was that Parish Councils must be consulted on the preparatory stages for two further documents where this had not already occurred. Two issues covering Development Proposals and Allocations Part 1 (DPAP1) covered 3 main themes for which a separate "Emerging Options" consultation report was prepared; and Central Rail Corridor Area Action Plan (CRCAAP) had already been published for consultation prior to the aforementioned proposal and amendment to DPD bodies. In this regard copies of the questionnaires had been received and comments were invited for return by no later than Friday 3rd March 2006. The situation was noted by Members for information. 
4g West Lindsey District Council: The Development Plan Team Leader at West Lindsey DC notified that the Planning Inspectorate had advised them of the need to consult on all stages of all documents that they were preparing as part of the West Lindsay Local Development Framework. A questionnaire had been designed last year for parishes and other organisations in West Lindsay; but in being mindful of the Planning Inspectorate directive to consult neighbouring parishes in other districts we were invited to fill the questionnaire in if we considered it relevant. In this regard it was agreed that a letter be sent to note receipt of the correspondence and to thank them for the consultation.
4h Grange Lane: Members expressed concern at the installation of services at the rear of the two newly built Mews Cottages on Grange Lane. The exposed pipe-work believed to be a mains gas supply was connected to inspection covers in the grass verge near the highway with no kerbing or protection and was therefore completely open to damage from passing traffic and vandalism etc. It was agreed to refer the matter to NKDC Planning Services and enquire whether the installation accords with regulations.
5. Environment:
5a Highways Issues Update: Nothing to report.
5b Playing Field Kissing Gate: A memo to Councillor Canner from the Clerk updated on a conversation between the Clerk and the Area Footpaths Officer. Mr Marsh had agreed to help with the installation of a post to secure the gate and to look into the installation of a hand rail and pledged to get his countryside team to contact her in the near future.
5c: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: A letter from the PCC Secretary confirmed the wording for the signs subject to it being approved by the Parish Council - "Canwick Church" (11th Century Church) was proposed and endorsed by Members. Acceptance of the costs for the signs was reaffirmed. Councillor Hales reported that Mr Hines had been advised of the request. 
5d Pedestrian Safety on Canwick Hill: Members were informed that a site meeting had been arranged for 23rd March 2006.
5e Telephone Kiosk: Councillor Hales observed that the telephone box on Montagu Road adjacent to the Village Hall car park had been re-painted by BT and this was acknowledged.
5f Litter Bins: The requirement for litter bins in the village was raised. In discussion it was agreed to purchase three additional litter bins to match one purchased earlier in the year. Locations for the bins were suggested (to include adjacent to the public seat on Hall Drive/Canwick Hill junction. Adjacent to the Bus Shelter on Canwick Hill, and on the south side of the Playing Field at the top of Canwick Hill). The locations were approved by Members subject to Highways acceptance. Councillor Hales agreed to speak with Mr Trevor Hines. 
6. Correspondence 
6a LCC Doorstep Crime Seminar: Trading Standards invited representatives to a seminar on Thursday 23rd March 2006, at the De Vere Belton Woods Hotel, Belton, near Grantham. No one was available to attend.
6b Sleaford Maltings Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) Consultation Draft: NKDC invited comments on the public consultation draft SPD, and its sustainability appraisal. The document was noted by Members and Councillor O’Melia took the details to read.
6c LCC - Telephone Access: A letter from LCC Customer Service Centre Manager updated on an improved telephone access to Lincolnshire County Council and was noted by Members. The Chairman opined the new Service had been successful and this was supported by County Councillor Bliss. 
6d Heighington PC - Drinking Alcohol in Public Places: A letter from Heighington Parish Council advised of an investigation to introduce a Bylaw Banning Drinking of Alcohol in Public Places and was highlighted by the Chairman. Councillor Bliss (Vice-Chairman of Heighington PC) updated on a meeting that had taken place on 14th February 2006, with Inspector Nigel Keys. Inspector Keys indicated that he could support a bylaw but advised that the number of locations should be restricted to areas of vulnerability (i.e. children’s play grounds, where there is sheltered accommodation and areas where there are known problems) but to leave somewhere for the youths to go. He also advised that the Police have all the powers they require for those people less than 18 years old as they can confiscate open and closed containers and bottles, but over 18 years the police can only take away an open container albeit closed containers were evident. An example of a situation if a Ban applied to a playing field was observed in that it would apply to everyone and therefore would not allow for the consumption of alcohol at the traditional family picnic or fete on those premises. The Chairman opined there was a different perspective at Canwick and commented on the social arrangements in the village. The situation was acknowledged by Members and accepted as standing.
6e NKDC Environmental Services: A letter of introduction was received from the new Client Operations Manager - Ms Jenny Bailey and was noted by Members. This prompted a report about the ongoing presence of litter and fly tipping in a lay-by on B.1188 despite the best efforts of parishioners to clear the litter. The Clerk was asked to report the matter to Ms Bailey.
6f Reorganisation of Health Service in Lincolnshire: A paper had been downloaded from the LALC e.group and advised proposals to reconfigure primary care trusts, ambulance trusts and strategic health authorities in Trent. A series of public meetings had been scheduled over the County and the nearest was to take place at Bracebridge Heath Community Centre in Lincoln on Wednesday 22 February 2006 between 7-9pm. Unfortunately due to other commitments no one was available to attend. Councillor Carrington volunteered to draft a letter of concern at the prospect of amalgamation of this service and the action was agreed by Members.
6g Sports Outreach NK brief Parish Audit: The Sports Outreach Officer Mr Ben Jackson advised as part of their ongoing partnership working with NKDC they were currently identifying community provision that exists within each of the parish areas in North Kesteven. In this regard Mr Jackson asked for completion of a questionnaire listing activities within the parish. It was agreed that the Clerk would complete and return the audit paper. 
6h Canine Care Card Scheme: The introduction of this scheme as the UK’s largest dog welfare charity was noted and it was agreed to display the poster in the foyer at the Village Hall. Councillor Carrington took details of the scheme to place on the village web site.
7. Parish Plan Steering Group - Update: A copy of the agenda and minutes from the inaugural meeting held on 25th January 2006 had been given to each Member. 
The meeting had dealt with membership, delegated functions, and finance and had given an outline of the contents of a parish plan and village design statement. Councillor Carrington ran through the actions to develop and produce a questionnaire etc, and the timescale of the initiative. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for the update.
8. Finance:
8a Bank Account Update: The Clerk produced a statement showing a balance of £7,457.63 in the deposit account. This included a £250 credit from Inland Revenue and was an incentive payment for filing the employer annual return online for 2004/05 financial year. A balance of £588.16 in the current account (following the deduction of un-presented cheques at £142.47), was highlighted. This figure included a credit of £550.99 from Custom & Excise and represented vat claim to cover the period 1st April 2002 to 31st March 2005. There were no queries raised. (a copy of the statement had been placed on the minute file for information). The situation was noted by Members and the statement was approved.
8b Payments Due in February 2006: A list (copy on minute file) of accounts due for payment, to include expenses associated with the Parish Plan initiative, was noted by Members and permission was given to clear them. 
8c Lincolnshire Playing Fields Association (LPFA): Reference was made to a letter at the previous meeting from the Administration Secretary at LPFA appealing for funds towards the work of the Association. The Chairman recalled Members had asked for an investigation to establish whether a grant had been given previously. The Clerk advised that she had looked at the accounts records in her possession and found that a payment of £20 had been given in the financial year of 1999/2000. £25 in 2000/2001. £20 in 2001/2002. £20 in 2002/2003, and none in 2003/2004 and 2004/2005. It was agreed to award the Association £25 for the 2005/2006 financial year. 
8f Transfer of Funds: It was agreed that it was not necessary to transfer any funds as there were sufficient funds in the current account to clear the expenses approved that evening.
9. Urgent Items for Information: 
9/1 Serviceteam: Councillor Canner asked if Serviceteam had advised the rates for maintenance at the playing field in the forthcoming season and was advised that none had been received to date. The Clerk was asked to contact Serviceteam about grass cutting and hedge maintenance costs.
9/2 List of Meetings: The Clerk was asked to draw up a new Calendar of meetings for 2006/2007.
10. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 20th March 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm
