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A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 19th March 2007, at 7.30pm. 
PCSO Walters, District Councillors J.C. Clarke and C.R. Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Present:
Councillor L.J.  Pennell - Chairman



Councillor  I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman



Councillor G Canner



Councillor M.T. Hales



Councillor R.C.  Narborough



Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1.  Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies from Councillor Mrs Griffin and P.C. Brown were received. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a extensions at Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside in the vicinity of the development site and this was noted for information.

Police Matters: PCSO Walters reported all was quiet in the village.  A complaint from residents about the behaviour of two young people emerging from a property on Hall Drive was raised.  The activity was noted for further investigation.  There being no other issues raised PCSO Walters left the meeting at this point and was thanked by the Chairman for attending.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 19th February 2007: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read.  Councillor Narborough referred to page 1, item 3a Information Packs and pointed out that he had received amendments from the vice-chairman.  It was suggested that the word “further” be inserted in the paragraph in between the words 'no amendments' for clarity.  The Chairman proposed that the notes be accepted and approved as minutes subject to that correction and this was agreed unanimously.

3.   Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Councillor Narborough referred to the Vice-Chairman's comments on the draft and advised that he had updated the information accordingly.  A final proof read of the pack was to be undertaken prior to production of the revised information pack.  Members exchanged information about a new resident in the village and the circulation of an information pack was approved.

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Routine updates had taken place over the month. 

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: The installation of a new street lighting column at Glebe End on 16 March 2007 had been reported by a nearby resident.  Concern had been expressed about the location of the column adjacent to the public footpath bearing in mind the recent consultation with residents.  The Clerk advised that NKDC had not notified of the proposal.  On receipt of the resident's email she had contacted the NKDC Officer but to no avail.  It was agreed that the Clerk would progress the matter with NKDC the following day and update the resident accordingly.

3d Notice Board page 1 item 3d: Plans to install the notice board at the end of March were confirmed.  The arrangements for a Service of Dedication would be confirmed in the near future.

3e Code of Conduct page 2 item 6a: In response to the Communities and Local Government revised model consultation, a suggestion under Gifts & Hospitality to apply a small increase to the value of £25 as it had been maintained at the same rate since November 2001 had been submitted. This was noted by the Chairman for information.

4.   Planning

4a Decision Notice, Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: Planning permission had been refused by NKDC on 3rd March 2007 and the particulars of the decision were noted. A vote of thanks was extended to Councillor Carrington who represented the Parish Council at the NKDC meeting.

4b Decision Notice, Double Garage at Badgingarra, Heighington Road: NKDC had given permission for this development on 16 February 2007 and the details of the decision were noted.
4c Works on a tree covered by TPO N690/1 land adjacent Hall Drive (PF8 Sparrow Lane): Jesus College Oxford had asked to fell a Horse Chestnut on the grounds that the tree was dangerous and overhanging a Public Right of Way. The tree specified was not a complete tree as a large branch had already fallen.  It was agreed that we should be guided by the NKDC professionals to determine if the work was necessary.

5.  Environment

5a Highways Issues: A suggestion from resident's that a mirror be erected to aid egress from the Mews was raised.  It was agreed that Councillor Hales would speak with the Highways Officer about the situation.  

Reservations about the quality of the work and disgarded rubbish following the installation of the new footway on Hall Drive/Grange Lane were raised.  Observations that the area had subsequently been cleared and tidied on completion of the works were noted.  Councillor O'Melia volunteered to look on-site before any further action was taken.  Members agreed. 

The encroachment of a hedge that impeded access for pedestrians on Canwick Hill was raised. It was agreed to contact the resident asking him to remove the overgrown foliage.

5b: Dog Waste Bin – Hall Drive: Ongoing problems with emptying the bin had been reported by the Contractor.  The Clerk advised that she was in discussion with NKDC to change the banded fixture to a post and a response was awaited.

Members were advised that the litter bin outside the Village Hall had recently blown off the base.  Thanks were extended to the resident who had replaced it.

Reference was made to the signs for the Church.  The Clerk was asked to progress.  

6   Correspondence:

6a Draft East Midlands Regional Plan: A letter from the Panel Secretary and a draft list of matters about participation in the Examination in Public that opened on 22nd May 2007, in Leicester was noted.  A query was raised whether Lincolnshire County Council and North Kesteven District Council had decided how they were going to deal with the matter.  In discussion it was pointed out that LCC were heavily involved with the drafting and it was doubtful they would object.  Strong reservations were raised that NKDC were not listed as attendees and it was considered there were many issues relating to the Lincoln Policy Area particularly the south east quadrant.  It was pointed out that the policies relating to Commercial & Business, Housing, Green Wedges and maintaining villages needed to be addressed with vigour.  A question was raised whether anyone from NKDC had applied to take up seats and what the procedure was likely to be as the proposals would have a unique impact on North Kesteven.  District Councillor Clarke agreed to look into the matter.

6b Parish Partnerships: NKDC Corporate Director notified the formal launch of the Parish Partnerships initiative on 29th March 2007 at the Sleaford Offices starting at 5pm.  The Chairman and Councillor Narborough expressed an interest to attend subject to availability on that date.  A Community Partnership event at the Natural World Centre Whisby on Friday 20th April 2007 starting at 9.30am concluding at 12.30pm for lunch was noted but no one was available to attend.

6c NKDC Community Service Awards: Nominations forms for this annual event were received and noted.  The Chairman recalled that previous nominations had been declined.  Members were asked for nominations for this year's award and there were no suggestions put forward. 

6d LALC Election Material & Lincolnshire Pathfinder Bids: The election material produced by the Electoral Commission was noted for display in the Village Hall foyer.  A copy of the notes from the Lincolnshire Town Links meeting relating to the proposed “pathfinder” bid were also noted for information. 

6e East Midlands Rural Action Plan: A copy of this document had been received and was noted for information.

6f Footway Lighting Requests: NKDC invited requests for consideration in the 2007/2008 programme.  There were no new requests from residents.  It was suggested that an audit of street lighting be undertaken to establish the location of existing street lights and the efficiency of the illumination.  It was agreed that this action could be carried out in-house sometime in the near future.

7.   Parish Plan Steering Group Update: It was reported that the drafts on various parts of the plan were all being processed satisfactorily.

8.  District & Parish Elections 3 May 2007: Election packs were circulated to all Members present.

9.  Finance

9a Bank Account Update: A statement (copy on the minute file) showing a balance of £6,250.22 in the deposit account and £108.49 in the current account following the clearance of cheques was noted and approved by Members.

9b  Payments due in March: A list (copy on the minute file) of accounts to be paid was noted and approval was given to clear them.  

9c  Transfer of Funds:  It was agreed to transfer £1,500 to cover expenses cleared that evening.

10 Urgent Items for Information:

10/1 Councillor Narborough advised that he had produced a notice to explain what the Eon Pack on display in the foyer at the Village Hall was about and this was noted for information.

11 Date of next Meeting: The next monthly meeting of the Parish Council would to take place on 16th April 2007, at the Village Hall Montagu Road, Canwick and would start at 7pm. The Annual Parish Meeting would follow at 8pm.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm
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