A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 19th June 2006, at 7.30pm. 

P.C. Andrew Brown, PCSO Gareth Walters, District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE, and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman

Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor R.C. Narborough

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies were received from Councillor Canner, Councillor O’Melia and District Councillors Clarke and Oxby. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 7a Site at land off School Lane. Councillor Hales declared an interest in item 3d Vehicle Access to 2 School Lane.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meetings held 15th May 2006: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that they be accepted and approved as written for signing as a true record. This was seconded by Cllr Carrington and agreed unanimously.

Police Matters: P.C. Andrew Brown and Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Gareth Walters were introduced by the Chairman. P.C. Brown explained that following recent changes within the rural sector of the division he was the Community Beat Manager for Canwick as well as Heighington and Washingborough villages. He advised of one crime of theft from a shed which had been reported to him that day and he emphasised the need to report all issues as and when they occurred. The Chairman thanked the two officers for attending and they left the meeting at this point.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 2 item 6a: Cllr Hales noted no change.

3b Web Site page 2 item 6b: There was no new information. 

3c Street Lighting Requests page 2 item 6c: NK had asked us to resubmit the 2004 requests from residents and we were hopeful that an additional street light would be installed during the summer at Glebe End and Grange Close. Reference was made to the 2006/07 programme and Members were asked if they wanted to pursue an investigation to upgrade the lighting along Heighington Road from footway lighting to highways lighting and this was agreed. 

3d Vehicular Access at 2 School Lane: Councillor Hales left the meeting at this point. A letter from NK Head of Economic, Community and Planning Services confirmed that the works the owner of the property wanted to carry out were classed as "permitted development". She gave an explanation of the situation that was complicated by the transfer of the property from NK to the owner and pointed out that the Planning Department have no jurisdiction over the proposals. Members were advised that a meeting between the owner of the property, and officers from County Highways and NK Property Services had taken place on 8th June 2006. It was understood that the owner had decided to withdraw his proposals. In discussion it was considered useful for future reference to ask Highways to clarify the position in writing to the owner of the property and the Clerk was asked to raise this with Mr Hines. Cllr Hales rejoined the meeting.

3e Installation of Services - Grange Lane: The owner had been told to make the installation safe as the pipes should not be exposed on the grass verge and the chambers should be buried. It was agreed to monitor the situation.

3f RUPP No 8 (Sparrow Lane) page 3 item 8d: Cllr Carrington asked for the modification to be progressed and this was agreed. The Clerk was asked to liaise with the LCC Footpaths Officer with a view to implementing the amendment next year.

4. Planning:

4a: Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick: The possibility of a revised planning proposal had been indicated and the staircase structure was being left to provide access to the site. 

4b Two Storey extensions at Lindum House: NK had refused permission for this development on 11th May 2006. The particulars of the decision were read out by the Chairman and noted by Members.

4c Erection of 2 illuminated Signs at Brewers Faye Restaurant, Lincoln Road, Canwick: NK notified that Advertisement Consent had been approved on 12th May 2006. The Chairman pointed out that permission had been given for one sign only in location B (Lincoln Road). He recalled that the application was retrospective; two signs had already been erected one on Lincoln Road and one on Canwick Avenue (location A) near the main entrance to the site. It was agreed to monitor the removal of the (location A) sign.

4d Erection of single storey extension to front/side elevation at ‘Badgingarra’ Heighington Road, Canwick: A decision notice from NK advised that permission had been granted for this development on 18th May 2006 and the particulars of the decision were noted.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: Cllr Hales had observed preliminary works along Heighington Road in preparation for the gateway signage and traffic calming. He also reported residents concerns about the overgrown state of the land along Grange Lane. In discussion the Clerk was asked to raise the matter with the Highways Officer. The installation of the three new litter bins had been confirmed. Highways advised that a post and foundation would be required at the bus stop site on Canwick Hill at a cost of £85 and agreed to fix the two remaining bins to existing posts along Hall Drive and Lincoln Road. The Chairman proposed that the costs be accepted and this was unanimously agreed. 

5b: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: Highways Officer to progress.

5c Pedestrian Safety on Canwick Hill: A letter from Highways Officer Rowan Smith confirmed the results of the recent surveys at this junction and advised that under the present policy the number of pedestrians was well below the requirements to provide a controlled crossing point. However in accepting the difficulties for pedestrians and cyclists negotiating this junction he had placed the request on a list of future works in the hope that it can be provided, dependent upon priority, funding and changes to the policy. Cllr Carrington expressed satisfaction at getting a scheme on a list and was keen to take the matter forward and queried how it could be achieved. In discussion it was pointed out that there was no indication of the numbers required to trigger the project. The figures presented were queried although it was accepted that the numbers were low. On the other hand the right balance would have to be carefully measured against the effect of a crossing and traffic flow. Cllr Bliss offered to find out what list the scheme had been placed on and where it featured in the list. 

5d Consumer Council for Water Eastern: The Team Administrator for the Consumer Council had emailed the LALC egroup with details of a forthcoming meeting at Branston Hall on the 26th July 2006 at 10am and was noted by Members. The Clerk was asked to submit the Councils contact details.

5e LCC Free Tree Scheme: Conservation Services notified of the Free Tree Scheme for 2006 and invited applications by the end of September. The paperwork was given to Cllr Hales to pass on to Cllr Canner to look at any requirement for the playing field.

5f New Role for Parish Councils/Street Scene Issues: NKDC notified of new powers under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environmental Act 2005 to help Local Authorities deal with issues such as fly-tipping, littering, dog fouling, and abandoned vehicles. In particular Town and Parish Councils were given new powers to authorise staff to issue certain types of fixed penalty. A copy of the presentation notes from NK Local Environment Overview and Scrutiny Panel meeting on 14th June had been distributed to all Members and these were noted by the Chairman. In discussion it was opined that we lacked the resources to go with the new powers and responsibilities and it was agreed to continue with the Four Parishes Dog Warden Service.

5g Temporary Road Closure: Lincolnshire County Council notified of a temporary road closure from 3rd - 4th July along School Lane for the installation of a new electricity supply. It was agreed to seek clarification on what signage was intended to be displayed and where it would be positioned. The Clerk would alert NK about the closure and seek alternative arrangements for collecting refuse on Tuesday 4th July. Cllr Hales volunteered to distribute a copy of the notice to householders along School Lane, Glebe End and Pelham Lane. 

6. Correspondence

6a NK Parish Partnership: Correspondence from Corporate Director Mr Clive Redshaw summarised the response to the draft Parish Partnership and advised a timetable leading to an adoption of the Partnership in October 2006. The completion of two surveys dealing with Parish Issues and Anti Social Behaviour were noted. Cllr Carrington volunteered to complete and return.

6b Proposed Police Mergers: The Lincolnshire Police Authority was seeking views on the proposal by completing a form and/or attending a public meeting. The nearest in Lincoln at the Lawn on 3rd July 2006 was noted by the Chairman.

6c Changes to Lincs NHS Community Services: Notice of Public Information Events - Consultation on proposed changes to some Lincolnshire NHS Community Services was highlighted the nearest being in Lincoln on 27th June at the Ruston Marconi Sports Club between 2-7pm, and was noted by Members.

6d NKDC Affordable Housing, Section 106 Agreements: The Clerk updated following attendance at a meeting at Washingborough Community Centre on 8th June 2006 which had been called by Corporate Director Clive Redshaw. It focused on ‘housing need’ and how it could be achieved by building for rent, planning permissions and 106 agreements, partnerships with housing associations and the use of exception sites (land outside building curtilages being used solely for affordable housing). The Chairman pointed out that there was no land available in the village. Cllr Mrs Brighton outlined the District Council’s position and the requirement to establish housing needs in local villages and conceded that there were difficulties at Canwick. An email from North Hykeham Town Clerk referred to concerns about the new policy on 106 agreements regarding affordable housing. All parish/town councils were being asked for their views on this policy and its implication on communities. If there was sufficient interest North Hykeham Town Council would convene a meeting and this was noted for information.

6d NKDC Private Sector Housing Renewal Financial Assistance Policy - Consultation: The Policy was considered a sensible approach and was endorsed by Members.

6f Southern Bypass: NKDC Corporate Director Clive Redshaw referred to the investigation by the County Council and a choice of routes for a Lincoln Southern Bypass. He advised that the District Council completely supports the principle of the road but still has to form a view on the line of the road. In this regard he invited representatives to attend a joint meeting on Monday 26th June 2006, at 7pm in the Community Centre at Washingborough. Councillors Carrington and Narborough agreed to attend.

6g Lincolnshire Road Safety Partnership: The receipt of a copy of the Strategic Road Safety Plan March 2006 was noted for information.

6h Sleaford Business Advice Fair 2006: Notice of a Business Advice Fair on 28th June at the District Council Offices Sleaford was received and noted for information - posters to be displayed in the Village Hall foyer.

6i LCC Travel/Transport Briefing: This document was received and noted for information.

6j EMRA Proposed Alteration / Review Project Plan: Comments were invited on this document by the closing date of 7th July 2006 and this was noted for information.

6k City of Lincoln Master Plan Consultation: This document was received and noted for information. 

6l Revised Meeting Calendar for NKDC: A copy of the revised calendar of meeting dates for North Kesteven was received and noted for retention by the Clerk.

6m Adopted Lincolnshire Waste Plan: An executive summary of the adopted plan, May 2006 was received and noted for information.

6n LCC Primary School Provision: An invitation to attend a presentation at the Lincoln City Community College on Tuesday 18th July 2006 7-9pm was received but no one was available to attend.

7 Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington was delighted to note the response rate of the questionnaires was currently 80% and therefore had a lot of information to code. He confirmed that the Steering Group had taken a stall at the forthcoming Village Fete. 

8. Finance

8a Bank Account Update: Members received a copy of the monthly statement of accounts which showed a balance of £9,557.63 in the Deposit account. The balance on the Current account was £50.42. The Bank had issued a statement showing a deduction of a bank charge for £35 following the return of the unpaid cheque as reported at the previous meeting. The Chairman agreed to make a visit to the bank to seek a refund of the charge.

8b Payments Due in June: A list (copy on the minute file) of accounts due for payment was reviewed by Members and permission was given to clear them

8c Transfer of Funds: The transfer of £1200 to meet the expenses payable was approved.

8d 2005/06 Audit: The internal audit of the accounts had yet to be completed. 

9. Urgent Items for Information:

9/1 Councillor Narborough raised the matter of there being no recycling facilities at the Village Hall. The Clerk referred to a commercial waste recycling study that was being carried out by NK and said she would ask the officer concerned to contact Cllr Narborough.

10. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 24th July 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm

