A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 19th February 2007, at 7.30pm. 
One parishioner, District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, J.C. Clarke, C.R. Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Present: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman

Councillor G Canner

Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor R.C. Narborough

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present and public participation was invited. The parishioner said he was there to observe.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies from P.C. Brown were noted. The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a extensions at Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside in the vicinity of the development site and this was noted for information. 

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meeting held on 22nd January 2007: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. Councillor Mrs Griffin noted the date of December 2007 that should read 2006 at item 4b. The Chairman proposed that the minutes be accepted for signing as a true record subject to that correction and this was agreed unanimously.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: The draft information pack had been looked at by Members and there were no further amendments. It was agreed to start production of the revised information pack for new residents.

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Routine updates had taken place over the month. 

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: Responses from residents at Glebe End had been received and would be copied to NKDC in support of the request for a street light on that thoroughfare. There was no new information from LCC about a possible upgrade of the street lighting along Heighington Road. There was no update from NKDC about action that might be taken to improve the illumination from the street light obscured by foliage from a preserved tree along Hall Drive.

3d Notice Board page 1 item 3d (18/12/06 meeting): The inscription for the commemorative plaque had been discussed by the family and the Parochial Church Council (PCC), and was endorsed by Members at this meeting. The PCC Secretary had advised that they would make a £300 donation towards the costs of the notice board and this was acknowledged with appreciation from Members. The construction of the notice board was progressing satisfactorily and a meeting was planned on 23 February to finalise the details of the installation by the proprietor of the firm making the notice board. The PCC intended to hold a dedication ceremony in the near future. The Chairman noted the position and thanked Councillor Carrington for the update.

4. Planning

4a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: The comments that had been returned to NKDC about this development had been copied to Members and were noted for information. NKDC had notified that the application would be considered at their Planning Committee meeting on Tuesday 20th February 2007, at the Sleaford Offices. Councillor Carrington would speak for the Parish Council at the meeting.

4b Coach House, Pelham Lane: The receipt of a planning application for the erection of a two storey rear extension had been dealt with by the planning committee due to the timescale for the response. A copy of the comments submitted to NKDC had been circulated to Members and were endorsed unanimously.

5. Environment

5a Highways Issues: It was reported that the new footway along Hall Drive into Grange Lane had been constructed. It was also observed following the erection of a new sign that the recreational footpath (PF8) Sparrow Lane) had been re-classified to prohibit vehicular access along that thoroughfare. Two panes of glass had been broken in the bus shelter on Canwick Hill and Highways had been notified. The tennis court hut had been vandalised and the Playing Fields Committee were dealing with that matter.

5b: Dog Warden Report: The report outlined activities carried out by the Four Parishes Dog Warden during January 2007. It was observed that the visits were consistent but the times of the visits were not varied over the month. Members were pleased to note that the footways were relatively clear but accepted there was an ongoing problem on the playing field. The Clerk was asked to request the Dog Warden to schedule some early and late visits (tea-time) over the month as the days were getting longer; it was also perceived that dog walkers were more active at those times as opposed to late morning.

6 Correspondence:

6a District & Parish Elections 3 May 2007: A letter from the NKDC Member Services Manager notified of two training sessions that had been arranged with the aim of giving guidance to Clerks and to possible prospective candidates. The Chairman updated that the Clerk would be attending the session at North Hykeham on 6th March 2007, and nomination packs would be available for existing Members after that date.

6b NKDC Statement of Community Involvement: NKDC had formally adopted this Statement in January 2007 and a copy of the document was to-hand for Members to read.

6c Draft East Midlands Regional Plan: A letter from the Panel Secretary thanked the Parish Council for their comments and outlined the process involved with the Examination in Public. It was agreed to hold a ‘watching brief’ of the events that could be progressed through online facilities.

6d LALC News Interim Edition February 2007: A copy of this publication had been given to each Member and the various topics of interest were highlighted by the Chairman to include Pathfinder for Lincolnshire, proposed changes to the Code of Conduct, recruiting new councillors and the lowering of the minimum age from 21 to 18 years for standing for election and holding office as a member of a local authority.

6e Communities and Local Government - Code of Conduct: A Revised model Code of Conduct for local authority members had been received and invited views on the proposals by 9th March 2007. The Chairman took the document to review.

6f West Lindsey Local Development Scheme/1st Revision: A copy of this document had been received and was noted by the Chairman as routine business for information.

6g Central Networks Emergency Pack: The Customer Operations Manager at Central Networks had written to outline the importance of being prepared in the event of a power cut. In this regard an emergency pack had been provided for demonstration purposes containing an analogue corded telephone, torch with batteries, wind-up mobile phone charger, battery operated radio, foil blanket and a re-usable hand warmer. The pack was shown to Members and it was agreed that it be placed in the foyer at the Village Hall for parishioners to observe.

7. Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington advised that the Steering Group would be discussing drafting at the forthcoming meeting on the 28th February 2007, and then updated on the revised timing for completion of the plan. Having launched the Parish Plan at the Annual Parish Meeting last year he intended to undertake a further presentation at this year’s Annual Parish Meeting.

8. Annual Parish Meeting - Monday 16th April 2007: It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would take place after the Monthly Parish Council Meeting and would start at approximately 8pm, to include an update of the Parish Plan. The Chairman invited the District and County Councillors to make a report at the Annual Parish Meeting and this was accepted by District Councillor Mrs Brighton and County Councillor Bliss.

9. Finance

9a Bank Account Update: A statement showing a balance of £6,350 in the deposit account and £78.98 in the current account following the clearance of cheques was noted and approved by Members.

9b Payments due in February: An invoice from Clara.net for £70.40 to renew the subscription for hosting the Village web site was approved as an expense for reimbursement to Councillor Carrington who had paid the fee.

9c Insurance Details Update: Allianz Cornhill had sent a new insurance schedule which included the endorsement for Audio Visual Equipment Extension to cover the lap top computer and printer. No additional premium was due until renewal on 1st June 2007.

9d Transfer of Funds: It was agreed to transfer £100 to cover expenses cleared that evening.

10 Urgent Items for Information:

10/1 A resident had raised the issue of a leaflet that had been circulated in Heighington Village concerning development on an industrial site and concern about the possible knock on effect of heavy goods vehicles through Canwick village. The Clerk and Councillor Bliss provided some detail about the situation. It was agreed that the matter was for Heighington to progress.

10/2 The recent announcement in the Lincolnshire Echo about proposed changes to boundaries was noted. The changes had been drawn up by the Boundary Committee and would affect Parliamentary Seats in the County. In particular, reference was made to Canwick parish which would be transferred to the Sleaford and North Hykeham Parliamentary constituency.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm

