The Monthly Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 19th December 2005, at 7.30pm. 

Two parishioners, Police Constable Carl Annall, District Councillor Clarke and District Councillor Oxby were in attendance with County Councillor Bliss CBE.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor N. Kenworthy - Vice-Chairman 

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor G. Canner

Councillor Mrs C. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: An apology from District Councillor Mrs Brighton was noted together with an apology for lateness from Councillor Mrs Griffin. The Chairman affirmed a personal interest, and Councillor O’Melia affirmed a prejudicial interest, in item 4a Planning Appeal, site off School Lane. Councillor Hales expressed an interest in item 4c Vehicular Access at 2 School Lane.

Public Participation: Councillor Hales was congratulated by one of the parishioners for following up the repair by County Highways of the bus shelter on Canwick Hill and this was acknowledged by Members. He then raised maintenance at the rear of the bus shelter to clear overgrown foliage. Councillor Hales agreed to discuss with Highways Officer Mr Trevor Hines and this was endorsed by the Chairman. A further point was raised by the parishioner concerning a gate post for the hand gate to the playing field on Heighington Road. Councillor Canner explained that the post had rotted and broken off at ground level and advised that the Playing Fields Committee had a repair in-hand. There were no more queries raised. The Chairman thanked the parishioners for attending and advised that they were welcome to stay and listen but could not participate in the business of the agenda.

Police Matters: Police Constable Annall updated on two reported crimes; these were a break in to a garage, mindless vandalism and damage to sheds and the appalling slaughter of animals on the allotments on land adjacent to Canwick Hill. He advised that as a result of publicity regarding the atrocity anonymous reports had been received and were being investigated. Recent accidents on local roads and damage to vehicles were also highlighted. There were no queries raised and PC Annall left the meeting at this point after being thanked by the Chairman for attendance.

2. Clerks notes from the monthly meeting on 21st November 2005: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. It was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Councillor Kenworthy advised that the information pack had been updated and printed. Invoice to follow. 

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Councillor Carrington advised that he was introducing a new section for pictures to illustrate the village, and that he had posted a seasonal message on the web site. He referred to the Freedom of Information and a requirement for an annual update to the publication scheme and informed Members of the revision to the details covering minor matters. He proposed formal adoption of revision 8, this was seconded by the Chairman and agreed unanimously. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for bringing Members up to date.

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: Councillor Hales had looked at the situation along 

Heighington Road to establish the requirement for additional lighting. He advised that in the absence of leaves on the trees the illumination levels along the road had marginally improved. It was envisaged that when the street lighting along Heighington Road had been converted to ‘white’ lamps (that provide a wider area of lighting) the lighting situation would improve considerably. This prompted a discussion about the programme of replacements and the Chairman updated on the situation and noted that none had been done in this financial year to date. The Clerk recalled that there had been some confusion earlier in the year with regard to the lighting along Heighington Road and whether it was ‘highway’ as opposed to ‘footway’ lighting; she thought it would be useful to re-visit that situation prior to any remedial work being approved. It was agreed to hold the matter in abeyance pending further investigation.

3d Parish Plan page 1-2 item 3d: Councillor Carrington said the project was planned to commence on 1st January 2006, and he hoped to circulate more information ahead of the 20th February Parish Council meeting. He advised that he had taken out an Ordnance Survey Mapping Licence at a cost of £55.81 and an expense of £75 for software was noted. There were two vacancies on the Steering Group and he hoped to fill them prior to the start of the project. 
3e Office Equipment (fax facilities) page 2 item 3e: Members were informed that a Brother 106 fax/answerphone had been purchased at a reduced price of £59.95 and would be installed in the Office at Heighington in the near future. The Clerk thanked Members for their consideration.

3f Register of Electors page 4 item 6b: Copies of the register had been received from NKDC Electoral Services and were distributed to each Member at the meeting.

4. Planning:

4a: Appeal - Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick ( N/17/1240/03 Erection of a Bungalow): The Chairman and Councillor O’Melia left the meeting at this point. Councillor Kenworthy Vice-Chairman took the Chair for this item. Councillor Carrington and Councillor Mrs Griffin reported on their attendance at the Appeal and a note recording the proceedings was received by Members for information. There being no further comment the Chairman and Councillor O’Melia rejoined the meeting. The Chairman resumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.

4b: Dwelling adjacent to the Old Cottage, School Lane: The Chairman referred to the receipt of a new application (N/17/1061/05) showing a revised design to that previously approved. Members had been consulted about the proposal and robust comments had been returned to NKDC Planning Services. It was agreed that there was no alternative but to await the outcome of the new application.

4c: Vehicular Access at 2 School Lane: Councillor Hales left the meeting at this point. A letter from the Clerk to NKDC expressed concerns about the possible installation of a vehicular access at this location. In being mindful that such a proposal would affect other residents and involve the partial demolition of a Victorian wall it was queried whether planning permission was required. A response advised that the formation of a new driveway access and the demolition of a wall would be permitted development and as such was something that the Council could not control. Members were dissatisfied with the reply from NKDC Planning Services and in the absence of Councillor Mrs Brighton, Councillor Clarke agreed to speak with a Planning Officer about the situation. Councillor Hales rejoined the meeting.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: Councillor Hales reported on his discussion with Mr Hines to progress traffic calming measures along Heighington Road and various incidental work in the village and this was noted by Members.

5b: Bus Shelter Canwick Hill: The repair of the shelter had been noted under Public Participation. 

Councillor Hales was once again thanked by the Chairman.

5c: Traffic Calming Canwick Hill: A letter from LCC Highways & Planning Directorate to County Councillor Bliss was introduced by the Chairman. The contents referred to enquiries about concerns over the incorrect usage of the offside southbound lane at the start of the tidal flow system on Canwick Hill near to the Washingborough Road junction. The issues covered included the idea described on a photo montage from a Heighington Parish Councillor which had been submitted by Councillor Bliss, and was seen to be a more viable solution. It was noted that the traffic signals team were currently investigating the detailed design of the alterations to confirm that they are technically feasible and if so they would need to establish estimated costs before seeking possible funding. In this regard we would be kept informed of any progress on the proposals. The situation was acknowledged by County Councillor Bliss. 

5d Canwick Parochial Church Council: The Clerk had spoken with Mr Hines in regard to signs for the Church and he could see no problem in principle but he would need to look at the locations on-site. A provisional cost of £80 per sign was given. The Chairman considered that the Parish Council could meet the expenses involved and proposed that we order two signs. This was agreed unanimously. Councillor Hales volunteered to progress the matter with Mr Hines.

5e LCC Area Highways Manager: The Divisional Highways Manager Paul Coathup advised Mr Stuart Christie area highways manager would be retiring at the end of December after completing over 41 years service. Mr Alan Brown had been appointed as Stuart’s successor with effect from 1st January 2006, and this was noted by Members for information.

5f NKDC Sweeping of Footpaths: A ‘one off’ mechanical sweep of all footpaths in the North Kesteven District was advised by Mr Hart Environment Officer and this was noted by Members.

5g NKDC Christmas Waste Collections: Arrangements for refuse collection over the festive season to include the collection of additional side waste for the first collection after Christmas was noted by Members.

6. Correspondence 

6a NKDC Model Complaints Procedure: NKDC’s Head of Legal and Members Services, Monitoring Officer Mr Michael Samson advised of a Model Complaints Procedure for implementation in our Authority if necessary, or to utilise the Model to update an existing complaints procedure. The Chairman opined that Members’ might adopt the procedure in principle and consider adaptation with Standing Orders in the near future and this was agreed.

6b North Kesteven Community Safety Partnership - Community Safety Strategy 2005 - 2008: A copy of this document was received and noted for information. The Strategy was based upon the findings of a community safety audit that established the scale and nature of crime in the area and can be found on the website at www.community-safety.org.uk. Councillor Carrington took the document to read.

6c Lincoln City Council Consultation: The Chairman advised that we had been invited to attend a special meeting on 19th December 2005, at City Hall in regard to Lincoln’s Statement of Community Involvement and other Local Development Framework Documents. It transpired that under the Town & Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 all parish councils adjoining the City Boundary are statutory consultees and the meeting had been arranged to meet this obligation. Councillor Carrington had accepted the invitation and reported on his attendance; they had been briefed about the SCI and LDF documents and had been invited to respond. He advised that he intended to access the web site and feed in the comments on a formal consultation document and suggested that if any Members had any comments he would be pleased to receive them in between Christmas and the New Year so that he could insert them in the response. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for his support in this matter.

6d Boundary Committee: The Boundary Committee had published the Committee’s report to the Electoral Commission setting out its final recommendations for electoral arrangements in North Kesteven. A copy of the Executive summary had been given to each Member and was noted for information. The full report was available on a website at www.boundarycomittee.org.uk at the NKDC offices or at the local library. 

6e LALC County Circular: A special AGM edition (issue123 Nov/Dec 2005) had been copied to all Members. Various topics were highlighted by the Clerk for information.

6f Dog Warden Services: A letter to Ms Sarah Gleave from the Four Parishes Chairman (Councillor Bliss CBE) confirmed the new charges effective from 1st January 2006 (£7.75 per hour), and from 1st April 2006 (£8.75 per hour). The increase was noted and endorsed by Members.

6g Pelican Trust: A notice outline work undertaken by the Trust and Members agreed it be displayed in the foyer at the Village Hall.

7. Finance:

7a Bank Account Update: The Clerk produced a statement showing a balance of £7,857.63 in the deposit account. A balance of £426.96 in the current account (following the deduction of an un-presented cheque at £12.76), was highlighted and there were no queries raised. (a copy of the statement had been placed on the minute file for information). The situation was noted by Members and the statement was approved.

7b Payments Due in December 2005: A list (copy on minute file) of accounts due for payment was noted by Members and permission was given to clear them

7c Transfer of Funds: A transfer of £650 to meet the expenses payable in December was agreed.

7d LALC Training Courses Annual Fee: The Association advised the renewal of the Annual Fee for Training Courses was due. Members agreed to renew the subscription for the next year at a cost of £40.00p.

7e Precept 2006/2007 Financial Year: The traditional letter and precept forms from NKDC had not been received to date. Members looked at a statement showing expenses incurred during the previous financial year 2004/05 and the current 2005/06 financial year showing a projection of expenditure to the end of the financial year. A list of figures showed anticipated expenditure for 2006/07 and consideration was given to a possible reserve carried forward to include reclaimed VAT and a credit of £250 from Inland Revenue for online filing. The Chairman opined there was no requirement to increase the precept for expenses payable by the Council and proposed a figure of £4,000 be submitted. This was seconded by Councillor Kenworthy and unanimously approved.

8. Urgent Items for Information: 

8/1 Councillor Mrs Griffin gave an apology for the January meeting.

9. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 16th January 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm

© Canwick PC 
