A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 18th September 2006, at 7.30pm. 
P.C. Andrew Brown, District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, Councillor C.R. Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman

Councillor G Canner

Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor R.C. Narborough

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: The Chairman, Councillors O’Melia and Narborough declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 4a Site at land off School Lane. Councillor Hales confirmed an interest in item 3d Vehicle Access at 2 School Lane. The Chairman advised the receipt of a planning application over the weekend. N/17/1098/06 two storey extension at the Old Forge, Pelham Lane. Approval to review the particulars that evening was sought and agreed. The Chairman declared a personal interest in the new application as he had known the applicant/owner of the premises for a number of years. Councillors Carrington and Mrs Griffin also declared personal interests in the new application as they served as Village Hall Trustees alongside one of the applicants, and Cllr Carrington’s home was near (but not adjacent to or affected by) the site. 

Police Matters: Police Constable Brown said he had received few reports over the past two months and considered it a good sign although he noted an attempted theft from a vehicle and damage to a house sign. He advised on a new project from 1st October incorporating a ranger from Hill Holt Wood who had been assigned to Canwick, Heighington and Washingborough villages to deal with environmental problems such as fly tipping and litter problems etc. He recalled previous comments about problems of litter outside the 30mph limit and considered there might be some assistance through that initiative. He also updated on a second PCSO and a Special Constable that were hopefully joining the team next month. Councillor Narborough raised a road safety issue connected with parking at the junction of Montagu Road and School Lane. PC Brown pointed out that he had already observed that problem and had left notices on two vehicles the previous week and he had not seen any parked vehicles at that particular junction since. Councillor O’Melia raised the problem of vehicles speeding along Heighington Road and in particular concern was expressed at the speed of vehicles from the top of Grange Lane heading out of the village towards Heighington and Washingborough. PC Brown said that he had taken speed checks along that route and all drivers were well behaved at the time. However he noted the concern and agreed to revisit the area with a speed gun. There being no other comments the Chairman thanked PC Brown for attending and he left the meeting at this point.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meetings held 24th July 2006: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that they be accepted and approved as written for signing as a true record and this was agreed unanimously.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: A supply of information packs had been progressed. 

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Normal maintenance had taken place over the preceding month to the website and weather updates reflected real time information.

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: During the recess NKDC’s street lighting contractor ABB notified residents at Grange Close of the installation of an additional street light. Concern had been raised by a resident about the location of the lamp adjacent to their property. The Clerk had referred the matter to NKDC and the installation was held in abeyance. Arrangements were to be made to meet the NKDC Officer and Contractor on site to resolve the situation.

3d Vehicular Access at 2 School Lane page 1 item 3d: Councillor Hales interest in this item was acknowledged. There was no requirement for him to leave the meeting as there was no new information. 

3e Parish Partnerships page 3 item 6a: NKDC Corporate Director Mr Clive Redshaw notified of a forthcoming Parish Partnerships meeting - Group 3 villages (Branston, Canwick, Heighington, Washingborough and Potterhanworth) at Washingborough Community Centre on 3rd October 2006 7pm in the Bar Area. The Chairman indicated a willingness to attend subject to work commitments. Councillor Carrington agreed to attend.

3f Memorial - Ted Hammond (former Parish Councillor) page 4 item 9/1: A memorial in the village was agreed in principle and various suggestions were made to include a village seat, notice board, commemorative plaque etc. In being mindful of Mr Hammond’s involvement with the local church Councillor Carrington volunteered to liaise with the PCC and this was agreed.

3g Parish Litter Picking: page 2 item 5f: Councillor Canner raised this matter and indicated that a resident might be interested. In discussion a budget of £150 per annum was agreed and the Clerk was asked to investigate.

4. Planning:

4a: Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick: The Chairman, Cllrs Narbourgh and O’Melia’s interest in this application was acknowledged. There was no requirement to leave the meeting as there was no new information

4b: TPO Appeal at 3 Hall Farm: A letter to the Government Office reinforcing the Parish Council’s opposition to the proposed works was noted by Members for information.

4c Two storey extension at the Old Forge, Pelham Lane: The declarations of interest from the Chairman, Councillors Carrington and Mrs Griffin were acknowledged. This application had been received over the previous weekend after the agenda had been printed and it was agreed to review the details at this meeting as comments would have to be returned to NKDC before the next meeting. The householder application sought permission to build a two storey extension using materials to match existing. During a short discussion the details of the proposal on the plans were noted by Members. There were no objections in principle to the development, but it was agreed to hold the plans on deposit for residents to view and respond after an opportunity had been given for parishioners to comment. Cllr Carrington agreed to hold the details in the village for residents to view.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: The overgrown state of RUPP No 8 (Sparrow Lane), the corrosion on the posts on the No Entry signs at School Lane, and a slight improvement of the highway surface along Grange Lane, as the first treatment of surface dressing had failed, were highlighted by Members and where relevant noted for action by the Clerk. A footway from opposite the Church entrance to the junction at Grange Lane along Hall Drive had been requested in the year 2000 and had been placed in the Rural Priorities Initiative (RPI) and had been raised with the Clerk by the Highways Officer. 

Mr Trevor Hines advised that the footway scheme had not been forgotten and was still viable on the list but he wanted to gauge its scoring and asked if Members could affirm there is a requirement to progress in natural time, or do members wish to delete the footway from the list. During a discussion Councillor Carrington opined that there was no evidence in support of the requirement of a footpath at that location and described the street characteristics defined by verges and trees that concealed the houses. He felt that at first it would be a pavement and then it would be street lighting and the impact would be detrimental. Councillor O’Melia disagreed and pointed out how the verges were cut-up by large vehicles and referred to the situation along Montagu Road. These sentiments were supported by Councillor Canner. Councillor Carrington agreed that Montagu Road was more of a priority because of traffic and friction and no footway. In conclusion it was agreed to leave the footway scheme in the RPI list and to request a design prior to implementation.

5b: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: The request for signing Canwick Church had been referred to LCC Technical Services for consideration. A letter explained at length that there was no objection to the erection of signs at the junction of Heighington Road and Grange Lane and also on Hall Drive at the entrance to the Church. Although allowed, we were strongly advised against the manufacture and installation of signs independently. In referring to the wording it was noted that the church was not part of the Church Tourism Network and therefore we would not be eligible for brown tourism signs. The signs would be white. The status also had a bearing on what in terms of legend we would be allowed to have written on the signs. As the signs are for traffic management reasons and not tourism the legend 11th Century Church and Canwick Church was inappropriate, ‘Church’ or alternatively ‘All Saints Church’ was acceptable. The wording also had a bearing on costs £325 and £375 respectively was quoted. In the event of either proposal being agreed the work was expected to be completed within ten-twelve weeks of the receipt of the completed form of acceptance. This information was noted by Members and prompted a discussion during which Councillor Carrington updated on research he had undertaken to establish that Canwick was not part of the Church Tourism Network. Councillor Bliss agreed to review the situation at LCC. Councillor Carrington volunteered to inform the PCC.

5c Cycle-track along B.1188 to Branston Village: Highways Officer Mr Trevor Hines advised that he had inspected the cycle-track and although he was conscious of verge encroachment along most of its length, to carry out further edge removal would only increase the width by 30cm and may damage the edge to the extent that it would be unusable. He pointed out that he observed two cyclists using the path at the time of the inspection and considered it to be useable but not ideal and promised to discuss the edge removal with Highways Manager Mr Alan Brown on his return from leave. Reconstruction of the path was in the pipeline and estimated to take at least five years to complete dependent on funds being available. This year’s phase of works starting at Branston village will replace approximately 0.75km of path at approximately £50,000. The situation was noted and acknowledged by Members. 

5d Litter Bins: The installation of posts for the new litter bins was ongoing with Highways. 

5e Dog Waste Bin Emptying: Reference was made to the emptying of the dog waste bin on Hall Drive. The Clerk reported that the contractor had problems emptying the bin; he could not access the bin liner because the lid would not open sufficiently. The banding fixing the bin to the post trapped the lid of the bin. The alternative was to fix the bin on to a post mounted fixing. The costs of a post were not available, and NKDC had indicated the availability of a post from their storeroom. The Clerk was asked to look into the matter

5f Salting Routes Leaflet: Copies of this leaflet were received and placed in the foyer at the Hall for information

6. Correspondence:

6a LALC Circular and Training Sessions: The Chairman highlighted various topics in the circular and said it was a good read. Members had been notified of various training sessions. Councillor Carrington agreed to attend the Freedom of Information seminar on 19th October 2006 at Scopwick Village Hall, and Councillor Narborough agreed to attend a Councillors’ Training Evening on 21 November 2006 at Redwood Drive Community Centre, Waddington.

6b West Lindsey District Council - (SCI) Public Examination: A letter from the Development Plans Team Leader advised of the next step of the SCI document and Public Examination scheduled to start in September 2006. This was noted for information.

6c NKDC Register of Electors: A disclaimer for use of the full register was endorsed by Members. 

6d Parish Councillors and the Code of Conduct: NKDC Member Services Manager outlined the requirement for all councillors to sign up to the Code of Conduct and complete the appropriate Declaration of Interests form. This was noted by Members with a reminder that should their circumstances change while in office there was an obligation to revise their declaration (forms could be obtained from the Clerk).

6e NKDC New Ranger Service: NKDC’s Client Officer Mr Mike Lock notified of a new arrangement to improve Countryside Management Services to extend Ranger Services across the district seven days a week and this was noted by Members. 

6f LCC - Rights of Way Improvements: The Senior Countryside Access Officer advised that a consultation draft of its Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) had been prepared and invited comments before 1st December 2006. A copy of the plan was available as a printed document or could be downloaded from the LCC website. A briefing note was attached to the letter. The correspondence was noted by the Chairman for information.

6g LCC Award of Merit: The County Council notified of this annual event and invited nominations to arrive by 21st October 2006. It was agreed to notify the Social Club and Playing Field Committee about this award.

6h LCC Works Programme Sept-Dec 2006: Details of a proposed works programme September-December 2006 in the Greater Lincoln & Gainsborough Division was received. There were no works listed for Canwick.

6i NKDC Adoption of Sleaford Maltings (SPD): Principal Forward Planning Officer Mr Mike Braithwaite advised of the adoption of this document on 18th August 2006, to supplement Policies in the emerging North Kesteven Local Plan and was noted for information. 

6j Arts NK - Spires and Steeple Walk: A list showing the route of the walk entitled ‘Gateway to North Kesteven’ gave names of villages on the route to include artworks, other cultural and heritage and shops/food/accommodation in the settlements and was noted. The Clerk was asked to find out if Canwick could be added to the route. 

6k Central Networks - Funding for Community Projects: A letter from the Safer Environment Fund Administrator advised that community groups or not for profit organisations could apply for funding up to a maximum of £2,500. It was agreed to notify local organisations of the funds available.

6l North Kesteven Council for Voluntary Service - contact details and membership: A pack of publications (newsletter etc) from this Body was received. An invitation to attend an Empowerment Meeting on 7th November 2006 at NKDC’s Council Chamber 10.30am to 12.30pm was noted but there were no volunteers. It was agreed to place the folder in the foyer at the Village Hall.

6f NK Funding Fair: Information relating to a Funding Fair at Waddington Village Hall on 21st Sept 2006, was noted for information. 

7 Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Parish Plan: Minutes from the Parish Plan Steering Group meeting on 26th July 2006 and the agenda for a meeting on 23rd August 2006 were received. An additional file of correspondence with the Community Council of Lincolnshire (CCL), internal memos, correspondence with County Councillor Bliss and District Councillor Mrs Brighton and a minute of a telephone conversation with CCL Chief Executive Fiona White were laid before members and noted. Councillor Carrington updated that CCL had still not answered the written questions put by the Council, but from an initially very hostile position they were now proposing Canwick should join a small working party to develop a protocol for relations between CCL and parishes/parish plan groups, and it could be that the outstanding questions would be addressed in that forum. It was agreed that Councillor Carrington should attend on behalf of the parish. Members expressed thanks to all District and County councillors for their support, and formally recorded particular appreciation to County Councillor Bliss for his time taken to assist with the problem. Members noted with regret that the Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils (LALC) had been advising CCL on the matter, but despite Canwick being a subscribing member LALC had not seen fit to contact the Parish.

8 NKDC - Housing Needs Survey (Phase 1): A meeting had taken place on 21st August 2006, and was led by Mr Phil Roberts Head of Housing & Property Services and Rural Housing Enabler Ms Deanne Swain, various representatives from Branston, Heighington and Washingborough Parish Councils had attend. A summary from the meeting was noted for information. It was opined that the circumstances in Canwick were substantially different to the larger nearby communities. This village was enclosed and there was no real place to accommodate such development. It was felt that we would be best placed to await the outcome of the Jesus College proposals. Members agreed. 

9. Finance:

9a Bank Account Update: Members received a copy of the monthly statement of accounts which showed a balance of £8057.63 in the Deposit account. The balance on the Current account was £402.65 and this was approved (copy of statement on minute file) 

9b Payments Due in September: Payments to Service Team, Moore Stephens, Clerks salary & expenses and payment to Inland Revenue were approved (copy of list on minute file)

9c Transfer of Funds: The transfer of £400 to meet the expenses payable was approved.

9d 2005/06 Audit: The Chairman was pleased to report the completion of the Audit for the 2005/06 financial year and expressed thanks to the Clerk for a clean audit and a satisfactory result. 

10. Urgent Items for Information:

10/1 Councillor Carrington noted that the Village Hall Trustees were to apply for grants to enable them to install an access for disabled persons. 

10. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 16th October 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm

© Canwick PC 
