A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 18th December 2006, at 7.30pm.
 PCSO Walters, District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, J.C. Clarke, C.R. Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.

Present: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman

Councillor G. Canner

Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor R.C. Narborough

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: The Chairman and Councillor Narborough declared a personal interest in the planning application at item 4a Sapele, School Lane, as they both reside in the vicinity of the development site and this was noted for information. 

Police Matters: PCSO Walters updated on six reported incidents from 1st November to the current day 18th December 2006. A vehicle had been found on its roof along the C113 Heighington Road and 4 reports on the incident had been logged separately. A person from the Peter Hodgkinson Centre at Lincoln County Hospital had been found wandering about the village and a young lady (girl) had been seen walking home alone. Inconsiderate parking at the junction of Montagu Road and School Lane was raised and this was acknowledged by PCSO Walters as being persistent. He proposed to place a formal notice on the vehicle with a warning that if the parking still occurs in 30 days a ticket would be issued. The Chairman thanked PCSO Walters for attending and following an exchange of seasonal greetings he left the meeting at this point.

2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meetings held 20th November 2006: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that they be accepted and approved as minutes for signing as a true record and this was agreed unanimously.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Councillor Narborough reported that all the data had been collated and updated. A new design had been produced for the front cover of the folder and a welcome letter had been added to the pack. A draft had been produced and was being checked for accuracy. He hoped to complete the task so that the pack was ready by the next meeting. A vote of thanks was extended to Councillor Narborough by the Chairman.

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Routine maintenance had taken place over the month. 

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: NKDC had advised that a new power supply would be installed at Grange Close in the near future. A re-submission of the 2004 request from residents at Glebe End was to be progressed. NKDC had been advised about the light in the tree along Hall Drive and the Tree Officer had been notified about the situation. A response to our request for more information about a possible upgrade of the street lighting along Heighington Road was awaited from LCC.

3d Notice Board page 1 item 3d: Discussion with the Parochial Church Council had taken place and a memorial had been agreed. An order was to be placed with the contractor and a deposit of £125 was required. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for the time given to progress the initiative and the deposit payment was approved.

3e East Midland Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS): A response to the Panel Secretary had been posted on 13th December 2006 and a summary of the comments returned had been given to each Member for information. 

4. Planning:

4a Extensions at Sapele, School Lane: Comments had been returned to NKDC objecting to the large aperture/window on the front elevation. These had been copied to all Members and were noted for information.

4b Alterations to previously approved scheme for the rebuilding of a former garage to form two dwellings, incorporating revised parking arrangements, frontage walling and second floor accommodation (retrospective application): There had been no objections from parishioners and the application had been dealt with by the Planning Committee. A ‘no comment’ response had been returned to NKDC.

4c Stone Cottage site at Hall Drive: Construction works at this site had led to concern that the structural integrity of the Churchyard boundary was threatened. NKDC staff had advised that the additional building is permitted development. They had been assured that its construction would include a block work wall with a concrete infill which would safeguard the churchyard wall. Councillor Carrington agreed to notify the Parochial Church Council.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: Leaf sweeping and road sweeping in the village had been observed the previous week. There had been no response to date from Highways to works requested to widen the footway on Canwick Hill and the proposed footway scheme along Hall Drive. It was agreed to monitor any action in the New Year. Fly tipping in the unofficial lay-by on Heighington Road (3 piece suite) and black sacks dumped near the playing field access to the cycle-track had been reported to NKDC and it was understood that NKDC were trying to identify the culprits. The swift removal of the former was noted with appreciation from Members.

6. Correspondence

6a LALC County Circular: The receipt of issue 126 - November 2006 was highlighted by the Chairman. Various topics of interest were noted by the Clerk for information.

6b EMDA News Magazine: The receipt of this periodical was noted. 

6c LCC Travel & Transport Briefing: This publication was received and noted for information. To be placed on the table in the Village Hall foyer for local residents to read.

7. Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington advised that the qualitative stage was drawing to a close and that drafting would commence in January. He also noted that he had received a copy of the Community Council of Lincolnshire draft protocol.

8. Finance:

8a Bank Account Update: Members received a statement of accounts which showed a balance of £7257.63 in the deposit account and £205.72 in the current account when all of the cheques had been cleared. The statement was approved (copy of the statement on the minute file).

8b Payments Due in November: A list (copy on the minute file) of accounts due for payment, to include parish plan expenses was reviewed by Members and permission was given to clear them. Reference was made to the agreement under item 3d to pay £125 deposit for the Memorial/Notice Board and the annual payment to the PCC was raised by the Chairman who proposed that £300 be given towards Churchyard expenditure in the 2006/07 financial year and this was agreed unanimously. 

8c Transfer of Funds: Members were advised that a notice to transfer £1,100 had already been written and in being mindful of the additional payments a further £100 was required. Permission to transfer £1,200 was therefore requested to meet the expenses payable and this was approved.

8d Renew LALC Annual Training Scheme Membership: The Association advised the renewal of the Annual Fee for Training Courses was due. It was agreed to renew the subscription at a cost of £40. 

8e Service Team - Playing Field Maintenance 2007/08: A quotation from Serviceteam advised the cost of grass cutting at £41 plus VAT per cut and hedge cutting at £310 plus VAT. It was agreed to accept the quotation on a similar programme to the previous year (gang mowing at 2 weekly intervals throughout the season (approximately 11-12 cuts per annum) and one annual cut of the boundary hedge.

8f Litter Picker: Members were advised that a person had taken on this task and had already begun work. The Chairman would liaise with Councillor Canner over the detail of the employment contract/ terms of reference for the position which would need to be agreed with the individual.

8g Precept 2007/2008: The traditional letter and precept forms had not been received from NKDC. Members looked at a statement that showed expenses incurred in 2005/06 and the current year 2006/07. A list of figures showed anticipated expenditure for 2007/08 and possible reserves to carry forward. In discussion reference was made to the potential costs associated with the ordinary elections in May 2007 and it was opined that street lighting upgrades might have to be deferred to meet those costs. It was suggested that a decision be held in abeyance until the January meeting and Members agreed.

9. Urgent Items for Information:

9/1 Councillor Narborough referred to his recent attendance at a LALC training session for new councillors and advised about a village matter. His comments were noted by Members for information.

10. Date of Next Meeting: Members were advised by the Chairman of a requirement to change the date for the next meeting to Monday 22nd January 2007, starting at 7.30pm. The Village Hall Committee Secretary had confirmed that the venue would be free for us to use on that date. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm

