The monthly meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 18th April 2005, at 7pm. The meeting was attended by one parishioner, County Councillor Bliss and District Councillor(s) Mrs Brighton, Clarke and Oxby.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor N. Kenworthy - Vice-Chairman 

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor Mrs C Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Public Participation: The parishioner said he was there to observe.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: An apology from Councillor Canner was noted by the Chairman. The Chairman reaffirmed a personal interest in item 4e Planning Appeal, site off School Lane.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The notes from the Parish Council meeting held on 21st March 2005 were taken as read. The notes were accepted as minutes by Members and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record. 

3. Matters Arising:

3a Parish Council Vacancy: Nominations were received from 2 parishioners. The Councillors unanimously agreed to Co-opt Mr O’Melia. The Chairman volunteered to inform Mr O’Melia and the Clerk was asked to notify NKDC that the vacancy had been filled.

3b Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: No new information. 

3c Web Site page 1 item 3b: Councillor Carrington updated that the Web Site was now accessible for Councillors to view.

3d Tree Preservation Order N.634 Grange Lane page 1 item 4a: A notice from NKDC advised that the TPO had been approved.

3e Street Lighting Requests page 2 item 5b: Councillor Hales confirmed that residents of Glebe End and Grange Close had been advised that their requests had been placed in the Priority 2 programme at NKDC. A location had yet to be identified for two additional lights requested by residents to fill ‘black spots’ along Heighington Road. Councillor Hales volunteered to look into this matter when he walked the village to update the street lighting plan. 

4. Planning:

4a N/17/0369 Single Storey Extension at the Old Vicarage: Members looked at the details of the application and it was seen to be a revision to an earlier proposal. It was pointed out that the building had been revised over past years. Members had no objections to the development and it was agreed to return the form to NKDC with No Comment.

4b N/17/0366/05 Conversion of Outbuildings to 2 dwellings, Hall Drive: Members viewed the plans showing the existing, and proposed elevations of the development. In discussion concern was expressed about car parking facilities and the need for a planning condition requiring building materials etc to be delivered and stored on site during any renovation. It was also opined that the design was not in keeping with the adjacent cottage and that traditional materials should be used. It was agreed that a letter be returned to NKDC incorporating these comments.

4c Appeal - Site at Land off Grange Lane (N/17/0912/04 Erection of Terraced Block of Four Dwellings). Carried forward awaiting a decision from the Planning Inspectorate.

4d Appeal - Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick ( N/17/1240/03 Erection of a Bungalow): Carried forward awaiting notification of the Informal Hearing arrangements.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: A meeting with County Council Highways Officers Mr Stuart Christie and Mr Trevor Hines had taken place that day with the aim to making Heighington Road safer. The junction warning sign at Montagu Road was obscured by a hedge and would be relocated. The distance on the signs (between the junctions) would be amended accordingly and ‘slow’ signs would be painted on the road, at no costs to the Parish Council as these were standard road signs. Regulations were to be checked for Heighington Road at its junction with Canwick Hill because it was uncertain whether a ‘40’ reminder on red tarmac could be painted within the 40mph travel limits. A further junction warning sign would be installed at the left hand bend near Grange Lane. An enhanced 40mph road sign including a village name plate, and the installation of ‘40’ on red tarmac at the eastern entrance to Canwick, had been discussed and concluded in an agreement that regulations would be checked and costs to this Council would be advised in the near future. Routine works along Heighington Road were to commence in the next few weeks with remedial works of surface dressing planned for June followed by routine painting. The footpath on Canwick Hill between Hall Drive and School Lane was to be looked in to in the near future; tests holes would be carried out prior to the bank being re-profiled. The box at the right hand junction of Canwick Hill and Heighington Road was to be extended for 3 cars. Overall the Chairman considered the meeting had been very constructive. Those Members who had attended the meeting acknowledged in support of the Chairman’s comments.

5b Maintenance of Playing Field: It was confirmed that Service Team had started the grass cutting programme for the season.

5c: Dog Waste Bin Update: The new dog bin had been delivered and plans were in hand to install it at the playing field and transfer the existing dog bin from the playing field to Hall Drive.

5d Dog Warden Contract: All of the Parish Councils in the Four Parishes Group had approved and endorsed the revised contract and a copy had been given to each Member for information.

6. Correspondence 

6a NKDC Housing Needs Study - April 2005: A letter from the Corporate Director Mr Redshaw referred to a recently published Housing Needs Study and advised that the NKDC was keen to receive views on affordable housing. A response form had been provided and replies by 20th May 2005 were requested. Members had been given a copy of the briefing and a response form. District Councillor Mrs Brighton emphasised the importance of the study and explained that only 400 houses were allowed to be built in the District per year, but 462 Affordable homes were needed. She explained that these aspirations do not appear to translate into effect and commented about exception sites on the edge of a village and Section 106 agreements with developers. All members to review and discuss at the next meeting in May.

6b NKDC Parish Partnerships: A letter from the Corporate Director Mr Redshaw was looking to explore a partnership agreement and in this regard he asked if up to two Members would volunteer to join a workshop with other Local Councils and District Council representatives to help develop an initial draft. The Chairman volunteered to attend a workshop.

6c Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands: The Government Office for the East Midlands advised of this publication by the Secretary of State on 17th March 2005, and was noted for information.

6d Trafalgar Weekend: A notice publicised this event and promoted participation. It was agreed to pass the information to the Village Hall Committee.

7 Finance:

7a Bank Account Update: A statement for the year ending 31st March 2005 was received and noted by Members. The statement showed income at £8,073.50 and expenditure at £3,933.69 for the year. A balance of £4,139.81 was carried forward to the 2005/06 financial year (copy of the statement placed on the minute file for information).

7b Payments Due in April: A list of accounts for payment in April 2005 was noted and permission was given to clear them (copy of list attached to the minute file for information).

7c Transfer of Funds: A transfer of £350 to meet the expenses payable in April was agreed.

7d Audit of Accounts 2003/2004: The Statement of Accounts and Summary of Receipts and Payments had been prepared for Audit and was received by Members. The Chairman agreed to arrange the internal audit of the accounts for this financial year.

8. Urgent Items for Information: No items were raised

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 7.55pm
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