The Monthly Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 17th October 2005, at 7.30pm. Police Constable Carl Annall was present.
Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor N. Kenworthy - Vice-Chairman 

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor Mrs C. Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: An apology from Councillor Canner and County Councillor Bliss was noted. The Chairman affirmed a personal interest in item 4c Planning Appeal, site off School Lane. Councillor O’Melia notified a prejudicial interest in item 4c Planning Appeal.

Police Matters: P.C. Annall introduced himself as the Community Beat Officer for Canwick, Bracebridge Heath and Branston and advised 6 reported crimes over the period 1-16 September 2005, he also enquired about any other matters going on in the village that had not been recorded. Councillor Hales (Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator) updated PC Annall about traffic matters in the village and asked if the speed of vehicles could be monitored along Heighington Road, and advised of traffic calming schemes that the Parish Council were progressing with LCC Highways. PC Annall advised of proposed improvements in community policing, the setting up of community panels and joint agency groups, and proposals from 1st April 2006, for the expansion of the sector policing division. The Chairman thanked PC Annall for attending, and he left the meeting at this point.

2. Clerks notes from the monthly meeting on 19th September 2005: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. It was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

3. Matters Arising:

3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: It was agreed to insert the details of the Community Beat Officer. 

3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Councillor Carrington agreed to insert the details of the Community Beat Officer on the page entitled Neighbourhood Watch.

3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: The Clerk had raised the installation of two additional lights (1 at Glebe End and 1 at Grange Close) with the Officer at NKDC. A response was awaited.

3d Parish Plan page 3 item 6d: Councillor Carrington updated on his investigation in regard to funding from Defra and advised that the situation had developed quickly. There was a new stream of funding which had the potential of a grant of up to a maximum of £3,000 towards the initiative and he was advised it was worth pursuing. He had submitted an application to the Grants Panel and this action was endorsed by Members. He was particularly grateful for help and support from NKDC, and County Councillor Bliss and District Councillor Mrs Brighton who had supplied letters of support. The outcome of the application was awaited.

3e Office Equipment (fax facilities): The Chairman said he had spoken with Councillor Mrs Walter and Councillor Bliss (Chairman & Vice-Chairman) at Heighington PC about the provision of fax facilities at the Parish Office and both considered it a good idea. It was agreed that the Clerk discuss the option of a modem in the computer or a fax machine with the Heighington PC Computer Consultant.

3f BT Telephone Kiosk page 1 item 3e: Councillor Hales updated that BT had agreed to paint the exterior in next year’s contract.

4. Planning:

4a: Extensions at 1 Hall Gardens: A decision notice had been received from NKDC. Permission had been granted subject to the conditions laid down (dated 29/09/05).

4b: Dwelling adjacent to Old Cottage, School Lane: The Chairman updated on an exchange of correspondence with highways and his attendance at the North Area Planning Committee Meeting at which this application was heard. He had stressed to the Planning Committee that the Parish Council did not oppose the development in its latest form but wanted to add further conditions. The Planning staff had briefed the meeting that the materials of red brick described in the application had been a mistake, and that the developer had stated that he would now use stone facing and buff bricks on the side elevations. It had also been agreed that Ward Councillors would work with Planning Officers to apply a condition for suitable times for deliveries to the site, excluding Tuesdays which was refuse collection day in the village. The developer was present at the meeting and appeared to be content about the situation. The outcome was opined satisfactory under the circumstances

4c Appeal - Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick ( N/17/1240/03 Erection of a Bungalow): The Chairman and Councillor O’Melia left the meeting at this point. Councillor Kenworthy Vice-Chairman took the Chair for this item. NKDC notified that the Planning Inspectorate had scheduled an enquiry into the subject Appeal and advised that it would be held on Wednesday 7th December 2005, at 10am in the Ruston Marconi Sports Club, Newark Road, Lincoln. Councillor Carrington summarised the Parish Council’s reasons for objecting to this development as set out in the comments to NKDC on the original planning application in July 2004. He proposed to check the documents on-file and considered it useful to speak with the Planners at NKDC to establish if circumstances were still relevant today prior to re-submission, to reinforce the objections. Members agreed. There being no further comments on this issue the Chairman and Councillor O’Melia rejoined the meeting. The Chairman resumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.

5. Environment:

5a Highways Issues Update: Councillor Hales updated on his meeting that day with Trevor Hines Highways Officer. With reference to the list of requests that had been updated on 13 October 2005, Members were informed that work orders have been issued but no specific timescales had been given. In regard to maintenance to include moss along Grange Close, loose chippings at Heighington Road, and vegetation along Sibthorpe Gardens/Grange Lane/Grange Close, it was noted that this work had been undertaken that day by County Council operatives. 

5b:Litter Bin Update: The Clerk briefed Members that the green Super Trimline 50 litter bin chosen at the previous meeting was only available in deep green, which had been found unsuitable when the order was placed for the litter bin outside the Village Hall. After much discussion it was agreed nevertheless to place an order for a deep green bin with a hooded lid and metal liner and post mount fixings at a cost of £94.88 plus vat, carriage paid. Councillor Hales advised that Highways had agreed to band the bin to the post.

5c: Bus Shelter on Canwick Hill: There was no update. The Clerk was asked to progress with Tristan Alwyn-Clark at Highways.

5d Playing Field - Annual Hedge Maintenance: The Clerk had been advised by ServiceTeam that the work would be undertaken by the end of October 2005.

5e Countryside Agency Landscape/Access/Recreation: A copy of the Conclusive Map of Open Country & Registered Common Land in East England (Area 8) was received and noted by Members for information.

5f River Witham - Consultation: A letter from the Environmental Manager of the Contractors undertaking appraisal work for various bank improvements and related works as part of the River Witham Strategy Phases 2 & 3 notified of changes relating to proposals at sites 22 and 39. The alternative proposals for site 22 were within the Canwick PC area and comments were sought on the scheme. The particulars were noted by the Chairman but there were no comments for return.

5g Verge Cutting: Councillor Hales raised the cutting of the verges along Grange Close and Grange Lane and noted that there was more mud than grass and opined that the blade on the mower had been too low. He advised that he had contacted NKDC and expressed concern about the situation.

5h Bonfires: The occurrence of bonfires in the locality was raised on the grounds that a resident was being totally inconsiderate. The matter had been referred to NKDC Environmental Services and they had sent a leaflet. Councillor Hales volunteered to monitor the situation and report problems to NKDC. It was agreed to display the leaflet on the Village website for information.

6. Correspondence 

6a NKDC Linkline Publication: A letter and copies of the newspaper had been received from NKDC’s press/publication officer who was keen to learn whether Members had received a copy at their home address. Members confirmed that they had received a copy through the post and the Clerk would advise NKDC accordingly. It was agreed to display those received direct from NKDC on the table in the Village Hall entrance.

6b NKDC Consultation/Strategic Partnership: Copies of NKDC’s Community Strategy, Proposed Priorities, Housing Strategy and Housing Business Plan were received and noted by the Chairman. The documents had been copied to each Member together with a response form. It was agreed that Members would look at the documents and return any comments independently.

6c Central Networks (East Region): The Customer Liaison Officer notified of the change to the Name from East Midlands Electricity to Central Networks following the acquisition by Powergen on 16th January 2004 and also notified contact details: Emergency Line 0800 056 8090: General Enquiries 0800 096 3080. It was agreed to copy this information on to the Community News page on the village web site.

6d LCC-Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund: The Chairman acknowledged receipt of the notice from LCC Director of Highways and Planning that Defra have asked the County Council to manage the fund which is intended to compensate communities for the impact of aggregate extraction. In this regard LCC were looking for applications to be considered for funding and pointed out that projects should demonstrate a direct link to aggregates extraction and/or transportation. Members agreed that there were no such links and therefore they were not eligible to submit a bid for funds.

Additional correspondence had been received after the Agenda was printed and was noted by the Chairman.

6e NKDC Affordable Housing Interim Policy Statement: Copies were circulated to Members and it was agreed to carry the item forward to the next meeting on 21st November.

7 Finance:

7a Bank Account Update: The Clerk referred to the statement of accounts for September and raised an error in the Deposit Account balance forward that should read £6,270.44 following the transfer of £700 to the current account. This was noted and accepted by Members. A statement of accounts for October 2005 was noted and showed a balance of £5,970.44 in the deposit account following the transfer of £300 to the current account. The current account gave a working balance of £22.34 following the clearance of an un-presented cheque for £90.78 to Service Team approved in September 2005. (a copy of the statement placed on the minute file for information). 

The situation was noted by Members and the statement was approved. 

7b Payments Due in October 2005: A list of payments due was noted by Members (copy on minute file). The payments included a Grant of £300 to the Parochial Church Council at All Saint’s Church Canwick towards Churchyard Maintenance, an account from Service Team for grass cutting on 3/9 & 17/9 at £90.78, an invoice from Moore Stephens External Auditor £58.75, an invoice from LALC for £6.50 for a copy of Model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, and an account from Heighington PC to cover use of the office facilities and photocopies for the last quarter year £32.48. Permission was given to clear them

7c Transfer of Funds: A transfer of £500 to meet the expenses payable in October was agreed.

7d Completion of Audit 2004/2005: The Chairman was pleased to note the completion of the audit for the year ended 2005. There was now a requirement to display notices for 21 days in the village. Councillor Hales volunteered to erect the notices on the Parish Council notice board, inside the Village Hall and along Hall Drive.

8. Urgent Items for Information: 

8/1 The Chairman raised the matter of a donation of £3,000 which had been tentatively offered to the village and he looked to Members for suggestions on how it might be used. It was agreed that the Parish Council should not act directly as an intermediary too avoid any possible conflict of interest. In discussion, using this donation toward the re-provision of play equipment on the Playing Field was proposed. Councillor Kenworthy agreed to pursue the matter with the Playing Fields Committee and this was acknowledged by Members. 

9. Date of next Meeting: Monday 21st November 2005, at the Village Hall Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.55pm

© Canwick PC 
