A Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 16th October 2006, at 7.30pm. 
One parishioner, District Councillors Mrs Brighton OBE, Councillor C.R. Oxby and County Councillor Bliss CBE were present.
Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman
Councillor I.D. Carrington - Vice-Chairman
Councillor Mrs C.M. Griffin
Councillor M.T. Hales
Councillor R.C. Narborough
Councillor L. O’Melia
The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present. Public Participation was invited. The parishioner said he was there to observe and this was acknowledged.
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies were received from Councillor Canner and P.C. Brown. There were no declarations of interest to record at this stage of the meeting. 
Police Matters: P.C. Brown had sent a message via the Clerk to confirm that he had not seen any vehicles parked at the School Lane/Montagu Road junction. He had also observed the speed of vehicles going out of the village and no drivers had been seen speeding at the time. Members reaffirmed their concerns that vehicles were still being parked at the School Lane/Montagu Road junction and traffic had been seen daily speeding out of the village particularly along Heighington Road over the period 5.30-6pm.
2. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meetings held 18th September 2006: The notes had been distributed to each Member prior to the meeting and were taken as read. The Chairman proposed that they be accepted and approved as minutes for signing as a true record and this was agreed unanimously.
3. Matters Arising:
3a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3a: Members were advised that we were waiting for a new supply to be printed. Cllr Hales agreed to progress. 
3b Web Site page 1 item 3b: Routine maintenance had taken place over the month. A new ‘search’ function had also been added to assist visitors to the site looking for a specific item of information. A vote of thanks was given to Cllr Carrington for his progress with this initiative
3c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3c: The Clerk was pleased to report the installation of the additional street light on Grange Close and updated on the situation at Glebe End. Cllr Hales reported that the new light was not yet working and the Clerk said she would contact the Officer at NKDC to establish why. Cllr Hales also confirmed that the residents at Glebe End had no objections to an additional light at the end of that thoroughfare. The Clerk advised that NKDC required written approval from the residents at Glebe End and suggested writing to the residents and this was approved. Cllr Hales raised the issue of foliage from a protected tree that impaired the illumination from a street light along Hall Dive. It was agreed that the Clerk would look into the situation with NKDC Officers. 
3d Parish Partnerships page 3 item 6a: Councillor Carrington had attended the Group 3 meeting on 3rd October 2006 at Washingborough Community Centre and updated on the issues discussed. The draft Partnership Agreement had been approved and would be progressed for adoption by Parishes. A presentation from Hill Holt Wood outlined the provision of a new Countryside Ranger Service. The Rangers would be operating predominantly in the rural areas (beyond the 30mph limit) outside villages throughout the North Kesteven District to complement and expand on current litter picking and dog warden services etc. A Ranger had been designated to cover Canwick, Heighington and Washingborough villages and he had already made contact with the Clerk. Watch NK Hotline 0800 174499 to report problems, was noted. 
3e Memorial - Ted Hammond (former Parish Councillor) page 2 item 3f: Members were updated on the situation following liaison with the family of the late Mr Hammond and Canwick Parochial Church Council and were advised that the preferred choice was an upgraded notice board at the Churchyard. It was considered such a facility would improve the dissemination of information (see Best Kept Village Report) and the dedication to the memory of the former councillor was most appropriate. A supplier/manufacturer had been sourced and samples plus costs had been requested for members to review at the next meeting. The Chairman thanked Councillor Carrington for looking in to the matter. 
3f Ranger Service - Hill Holt Wood: The Clerk referred to the visit from the Ranger that morning. He had already removed litter from Canwick Avenue and would litter pick along the B1190 later that day. An invitation for him to attend a Parish Council meeting in the near future had been accepted but the arrangements had to be clarified. The meeting scheduled for 20th November 2006 was agreed.
4. Planning:
4a Two storey extension at the Old Forge, Pelham Lane: Members were informed that local residents had looked at the plans on deposit and expressed concerns. A copy of the Council’s comments returned to NKDC had been given to Members and was endorsed.
5. Environment:
5a Highways Issues Update: A revised list of highways issues was received and the contents were noted. Members were updated on a recent meeting and walk around the village with Highways Officials. Reference was made in particular to the inadequate width of the footway on Canwick hill between Hall Drive and School Lane (caused by a build up of eroded soil from adjacent properties and decaying vegetation/leaves). The Officers had looked at the situation and asked the Parish Council to submit a formal request for works which would activate an assessment. If appropriate a scheme might be placed in the Rural Priorities Initiatives programme. Councillor Carrington volunteered to draft a letter and this was agreed.
5b: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: The PCC had been made aware of the information received from LCC at the previous meeting. In discussion it was suggested that an order be placed for two signs with the legend "Church" at a cost of £325. Members agreed.
5c Hall Drive Footway: The Chairman recalled the situation at the previous meeting and highlighted letters received from residents. Councillor Carrington updated on a discussion with Highways officers about the scheme which had led to a recommendation to install a more limited section of footway on safety grounds. The proposal was considered by Members and unanimously approved. Councillor Carrington volunteered to draft a letter to LCC.
5d Heighington Road Street Lighting: Councillor Carrington reported that whilst the highways officials were touring the village the standard of the street lighting along Heighington Road had been raised. The Highways Manager had suggested we place a request to upgrade the lighting to highway standard. In discussion various issues were raised about the street lighting along that thoroughfare. This included using the Parish Council budget to upgrade existing low loss sodium (yellow) lights to the new (white) lights. However, reservations were expressed at utilising that budget as replacement lights were expensive and the budget only provides for a light to be replaced once it had failed with a maximum of three per year. It was also considered that tree maintenance might alleviate some of the 
dark areas; such work however was generally at the discretion of the householders. In particular concern was raised at the prospect of highways standard of lighting, columns were much taller and the light was larger and the illumination might be an intrusion to the privacy of householders adjacent to the highway. It was agreed that a letter be sent to LCC referring to a proposal to upgrade to highway lighting, but primarily seeking to establish the specifications on the type of lighting that might be used prior to a consultation with residents. Councillor Carrington agreed to draft a letter.
5e Playing Field Grounds Maintenance: The Clerk referred to maintenance at the playing field and reported that she had drafted a letter to the contractor about damage to hedge plants and trees, and the annual cut of the boundary hedgerow. She recalled that a section of the boundary hedge had been overlooked the previous year and sought clarification of the section missed to mark up on a plan. The area was confirmed by Cllr Hales.
5f Installation of Litter Bins: The Highways Officer had recently indicated that the litter bins would be placed within the next 2-3 weeks.
5g Dog Waste Bin Emptying: The Clerk updated on the ongoing difficulties to empty the bin along Hall Drive. In discussion it was agreed that an adaptor bracket be looked in to. A budget of £75 was approved for this provision.
5h Jesus College Trees: A letter had been received from the College Land Agent which notified that with immediate effect public access would be prohibited along lower Hall Drive. At the eastern end of this thoroughfare one of several large Beech trees had suffered damage during the summer with two large branches falling. We were asked to publicize the information and told we would be kept informed of action that might be taken. NKDC’s Tree Officer had been notified of the situation and had made a visit to the village to inspect the trees. Councillor Carrington updated on the events that culminated in a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) for fourteen trees being served on Jesus College. He extended appreciation to the Tree Officer for prompt and thorough attention. He also noted that the College have logged the fallen branch but had not to date erected any notice or fence as advised. The situation as standing was acknowledged by Members.
5i The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005: A letter from the NKDC Head of Environmental Services introduced this legislation and outlined the new provisions. He informed that the District Council was keen to make use of these powers effectively and where they were most needed. In this regard a consultation with Town and Parish Councils on the Implementation was invited. A questionnaire had been devised and we were asked to complete and return by 24 November 2006. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman agreed to assist in the completion of the form.
6. Correspondence
6a Best Kept Village Competition: A copy of the marking sheets and a notice about the presentation evening on Wednesday 1st November 2006, were received. It was noted that we had been awarded 145 points out of a possible 150 - we had lost 1 point on the general appearance in the village as some areas were neglected, 1 point on the display of notices in the notice boards, where it was opined that we could display more notices, and 3 points on community effort as they did not feel the community worked close together. Under the circumstances it was considered a good effort and it was agreed to publicise the outcome on the village web site.
6b Lincoln Southern Bypass Consultation 2: NKDC’s Corporate Director notified that their Council’s Executive Board considered their response to the consultation of alternative lines for the Lincoln Southern Bypass at a meeting on 5 September 2006, and in this regard had resolved three points, and these were read out and noted by Members. In addition LCC had sent posters to advertise exhibitions on this topic from 8 to 15 October 2006. A leaflet had been produced about the work carried out since the first public consultation and outlined the proposals, and advised on the second 
consultation process and this was also noted. Members were informed that additional copies of the leaflet had been sourced through LCC but none were obtainable at the time as the leaflets and information sheets had been taken to the various road show exhibitions. Councillor Bliss volunteered to try and obtain copies of the leaflets.
6c Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS): A document entitled Draft East Midlands Regional Plan had been received from the East Midlands Regional Assembly (EMRA). There had already been a number of consultation exercises to inform on different aspects of the plan and it was now time to comment on 
the draft plan as a whole. A review of the Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands was going through a 12 week consultation process (from 12 Sept to 20 Dec 2006). Public events were planned the nearest at the County Council Offices, Newland, Lincoln was scheduled for 9 November 2006, 2-4pm (Tel 01522 554816). North Kesteven District Council also notified of two briefing sessions to enable them to make a full response to this consultation. The Chairman and Cllr Carrington volunteered to attend one at the Bentley Hotel, Newark Road, on 26 October 2006.
6d Linkline Publication: NKDC’s Publication Officer was keen to learn whether residents had received the latest edition of this newspaper. Members advised none had been received to date.
6e NKDC Decent Homes Grants: The NKDC Housing Renewal Officer notified the availability of Grants up to £5,000 for private homes (owned or rented) under the Decent Homes Standard. Leaflets had been received and gave details about the scheme. The information was noted by Members and the leaflets were left in the foyer at the Village Hall for residents to view.
6f LALC AGM & Annual Report 2005/06: Notice about the forthcoming AGM & Conference at Horncastle College on Saturday 28 October 2006, starting at 10am at a cost of £17.50 per delegate and was noted by Members for information.
7 Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Parish Plan: Councillor Carrington advised that the PPSG were to continue with the qualitative research stage and that the next meeting for the Steering Group was scheduled for 25 October 2006. He recalled being invited to join a small working party to develop a protocol for relations between CCL and parishes/parish plan groups and advised that he had attended the inaugural meeting that day and updated Members. He reiterated thanks to County Councillor Bliss and District Councillor Mrs Brighton for their support and time taken to assist with earlier problems.
8. Finance
8a Bank Account Update: Members received a half year analysis showing receipts and payments covering the period 1st April to 30th September 2006 and including Parish Plan expenses. The illustration showed reconciliation of Income at £10,635.71 and Expenditure at £2,927.77 and a balance forward of £7,707.54 following the clearance of an un-presented cheque. The balance was confirmed by a statement for the month of October 2006 which showed £7,657.63 in the Deposit account and £49.91 in the Current account and the position was noted. It was agreed that spending plans were on target and the statements were acknowledged and approved (copy of the statements on minute file).
8b Litter Picker: The Clerk recalled that Members had agreed a budget of £150 per annum for this service at the previous meeting. In this regard she had taken the opportunity to work out the costs for the remaining six months of this financial year and had submitted an application to NKDC for a grant. NKDC had given £116.00 towards the costs of a litter picker in the 2006/07 financial year. We now needed to progress that provision with the individual and Councillor Hales volunteered to undertake that task. 
8c Payments Due in October: Payments to Service Team and Heighington PC for use of office facilities, stationery and photocopying were list and payment approved. The Clerk pointed out that she had queried the Service Team account as we had already paid for cutting on 1st September 2006, but a reply was awaited. (copy of list on minute file)
8d Transfer of Funds: The transfer of £300 to maintain a working balance in the current account was approved.
9. Urgent Items for Information:
9/1 Graffiti on signs at Glebe End was reported. Councillor Carrington volunteered to clean it.
9/2 The continued presence of a mobile home/caravan in the grounds of a property along Hall Drive was raised. NKDC Enforcement Officers had looked at the situation but there was no updated information available.
10. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 20th November 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm
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