The Annual General Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday l6th May 2005, at 7.30pm. The meeting was attended by District Councillor Oxby and PCSO Louise White

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor N. Kenworthy - Vice-Chairman 

Councillor G. Canner

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor Mrs C Griffin

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor L. O’Melia

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present particularly Councillor O’Melia who had been co-opted at the previous meeting and was attending his first meeting as a Parish Councillor 

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: The Chairman reaffirmed a personal interest in item 7e Planning Appeal, site off School Lane.

2. Election of Chairman for the Ensuing Year & Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Councillor Carrington proposed that Councillor Pennell be asked to continue. This was seconded by Councillor Canner and agreed unanimously. Councillor Pennell accepted the position of Chairman and signed a Declaration of Acceptance and it was endorsed by the Clerk.
3. Election of Vice-Chairman for the Ensuing Year & Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Councillor Carrington proposed that Councillor Kenworthy be asked to continue. This was seconded by Councillor Hales and agreed unanimously. Councillor Kenworthy accepted the position of Vice-Chairman and signed a Declaration of Acceptance and it was endorsed by the Clerk.
4. Appointment of Members to Committees: A working paper showing a Committee Structure was noted (copy attached to the minute file for reference). Members agreed to accept the appointment on to Committees as listed. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman Ex Officio on all Committees.

Police Matters: PCSO White said that she had no crimes to report, and advised that she was keen to patrol the Parish and provide a high visibility deterrent and to meet local residents. Councillor Hales said that he had not heard of any problems in the village, and updated about new speed signs being planned for the village. 

5. Clerks notes from previous meetings held on 18th April 2005:

5a Parish Council Meeting: The notes from this meeting were taken as read and accepted as minutes by Members, with approval for signing by the Chairman as a true record. 

5b Annual Parish Meeting: The notes from this meeting were taken as read and accepted as minutes. Members approved of them being signed by the Chairman as a true record.

6. Matters Arising:

6a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 3b: No additional details to update. Councillor O’Melia to be given a pack for information. 

6b Web Site page 1 item 3c: Councillor Carrington referred to a text version that had been developed and pointed out that at this stage the site had only been made available for Members to view. He opined that if Members were happy with the basic structure he would go live and this was approved. A suggestion to open a notice board section for exchange of information was considered useful and this was acknowledged.

6c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 3e: Ongoing - locations had yet to be identified for the two additional lights along Heighington Road.

6d NKDC Housing Needs Study: The Chairman recalled that this subject had been raised at the previous meeting and it had been held pending discussion at this meeting. Parallel to that a further letter had been received from NKDC Corporate Director Mr Redshaw concerning Section 106 Contributions and updated about an NKDC Policy dedicating that resource to the achievement of affordable houses other than in exceptional circumstances as opposed to the funds being used to pay for open space, education or community development contributions. During a discussion District Councillor Oxby commented about the economic appraisal being carried out by NKDC and this was noted by Members. The Chairman agreed to draft a response for submission to NKDC by 27th May 2005.

7. Planning:

7a N/17/0369 Single Storey Extension at the Old Vicarage (revised design): Decision notice received planning permission granted on 9th May 2005, subject to conditions laid down.

7b N/17/0366/05 Amended Plans for the Proposed Conversion of Outbuildings to 2 dwellings, Hall Drive: Due to the short timescale for return of comments the Chairman had looked at the amendment and a copy of comments returned to NKDC had been given to each Member for information. The submission was supported by Members.

7c N/17/0566/05 Erection of a two storey extension to hotel and amended parking at Mill Lodge, Lincoln Road, Canwick Hill, Lincoln: The application sought permission for the erection of a twenty bedroom, two storey extension to existing Hotel. Members looked at the details on the plans and had no objection or other comments for return to NKDC.

7d Appeal - Site at Land off Grange Lane (N/17/0912/04 Erection of Terraced Block of Four Dwellings). Carried forward awaiting a decision from the Planning Inspectorate.

7e Appeal - Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick ( N/17/1240/03 Erection of a Bungalow): Carried forward awaiting notification of the Informal Hearing arrangements.

8. Environment:

8a Highways Issues Update: Councillor Hales said he had not had any communication with Highways since the previous meeting but noted that the annual weed treatment was required and agreed to liaise with Highways about this. The Clerk said that she had spoken with Mr Hines about the contribution by the Parish Council towards the traffic calming scheme along Heighington Road and he had given a guide price of £1,000/£1,500. The situation was accepted as standing and carried forward to monitor progress.

8b Maintenance of Playing Field: It was noted that Service Team had cut the field 4 times to date, an Invoice was therefore anticipated. A point was raised about the condition of all three gates that were nearing a state of collapse, but it was accepted that the Playing Fields Committee were dealing with the matter.

8c: Dog Waste Bin Update: The new bin had been installed at the Playing-field and the process to relocate the smaller existing bin to Hall Drive was in-hand.

8d Mechanical Sweeping Schedule: A timetable had been received from NKDC and this was noted by Members. A pack of monthly survey forms was taken by Councillor Hales for reporting problems as and when required.

9. Correspondence 

9a LALC County Circular - April 2005: The circular had been photocopied and distributed to each Member and various topics were highlighted for information.

9b Mill Lodge Licensee: A notice advising of the transfer of application at these premises was noted for information.

9c East Midlands Regional Plan: Two documents had been received for consultation on proposals for review comprising a draft review project plan, including proposals for public participation and a draft sustainability appraisal scoping report. The Chairman had taken these documents to read, but considered they were aimed at County Council and North Kesteven District Councils.

10 Finance:

10a Bank Account Update: A statement of accounts for May 2005 was received and noted by Members. The statement showed a balance of £7470.44 in the deposit account which had been increased by £4,000 following the receipt of the precept from NKDC. The current account gave a working balance of £351.90 following the clearance of un-presented cheques for payments approved in April 2005. (copy of the statement placed on the minute file for information). The situation was noted and approved by Members 

10b Payments Due in May 2005: An invoice from Moore Stephens for £58.75 was received for payment together with an account for £70.49 from Councillor Carrington (reimbursement for renewal of the fee due for web space). An invoice for grass cutting from Service Team was anticipated. These payments were noted by Members and permission was given to clear them.

10c Transfer of Funds: A transfer of £200 to meet the expenses payable in May was agreed.

10d Completion of Audit 2002/2003: The Chairman updated on this situation by noting that following a change in the Clerk we were behind with Audits. He confirmed that the Audit for 2002/2003 had now been completed following a query regarding assets. Posters had been displayed in the village but there had been zero interest from residents.

10e Audit of Accounts 2003/2004: The Chairman recalled the previous meeting when a Statement of Accounts and Summary of Receipts and Payments had been prepared for Audit and was received by Members. He advised that the internal audit of the accounts had now been carried out. The Statement of Assurance was reviewed and completed. It was proposed by Councillor O’Melia and seconded by Councillor Kenworthy that the Clerk submit the Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2004, to Moore Stephens and this was agreed. 

10f Freedom of Information - Charges: Reference was made to the Publication Scheme which allows the Council to levy a minimum charge for items within the scheme. When the situation was discussed two years ago Members agreed a charge of £5. In being mindful of the revised scheme it was proposed by Councillor Carrington that a minimum charge of £10 be imposed. This was seconded by Councillor Hales and unanimously agreed.

11. Urgent Items for Information: No items were raised

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.55pm
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