The Annual General Meeting of Canwick Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Montagu Road, Canwick on Monday 15th May 2006, at 7pm. 
P.C. Carl Annall, District Councillor Mrs Brighton OBE, District Councillor Clarke and District Councillor Oxby were present.

Councillors: Councillor L.J. Pennell - Chairman

Councillor I.D. Carrington

Councillor G Canner

Councillor M.T. Hales

Councillor L.T. O’Melia

Councillor R.C. Narborough

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to those present especially the new Councillor, Councillor Robin Narborough. The Declaration & Undertaking of Acceptance of Office/Code of Conduct had been already been completed and endorsed by the Clerk, and returned to the Monitoring Officer at NKDC.

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest: Apologies from Councillor Mrs Griffin and County Councillor Bliss CBE were noted. The Chairman and Councillor O’Melia declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 7a Site at land off School Lane. A letter had been received (after the agenda had been published) from a resident concerning the installation of a private driveway to a property on School Lane. It was agreed to review the matter that evening under correspondence (item 9g). Councillor Hales declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9g.

2. Election of Chairman for the Ensuing Year: The retiring Chairman asked for nominations. Councillor O’Melia proposed Councillor Pennell and this was seconded by Councillor Carrington, and agreed unanimously. There were no other nominations. Councillor Pennell accepted the position of Chairman. A Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and endorsed by the Clerk.

3. Election of Vice-Chairman for the Ensuing Year: The Chairman proposed Councillor Carrington and this was seconded by Councillor Canner and unanimously agreed. There were no other nominations. Councillor Carrington accepted the position of Vice-Chairman. A Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and endorsed by the Clerk.

4. Appointment of Members to Committees:

Planning Committee: reappointed en-block: Lead Member Cllr Carrington, Cllr Mrs Griffin and Cllr Pennell.

Environment Committee: reappointment en-block; Lead Member Cllr Hales, Cllr Canner and Cllr O’Melia.

Finance Committee: Councillor Pennell and Councillor O’Melia.

Bank Signatories: Amended to include Cllr Carrington and Cllr O’Melia. Existing signatories revalidated to include Cllr Pennell and Cllr Mrs Griffin.

Communication: formerly IT Committee; Cllr Carrington proposed Cllr Narborough be asked to assist and this was seconded by the Chairman and agreed unanimously. Cllr Narborough accepted.

Parish Plan: Cllr Carrington, Cllr Mrs Griffin, Cllr Hales and Cllr Narborough.

Police Matters: Reported crimes since the previous meeting were highlighted to include 2 thefts from motor vehicles (1 x satellite navigation - car park at Brewers Fayre, 1 x bracket only for housing satellite navigation parked in the village). One burglary in the village - One attempted burglary on the periphery of the village ~ no property stolen. A change in the West Division of the Police has seen an expansion coterminous with the North Kesteven District Council area which was part of a national plan. 

P.C. Annall updated on policing in the rural sector of the Division and he advised of changes to include that he would no longer be policing Canwick as his area had been modified. PC Andrew Brown whose existing area covered Heighington and Washingborough would now include Canwick village. A vote of thanks was extended to PC Annall as he left the meeting at 7.50pm.

5. Clerk’s Notes from the previous meetings held 24th April 2006:

5a Parish Council Meeting: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. It was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

5b Annual Parish Meeting: The notes from this meeting were taken as read. It was agreed that the notes be accepted as minutes and approved for signing by the Chairman as a true record.

6. Matters Arising:

6a Information Packs for New Residents page 1 item 5a: No updated information.

6b Web Site page 1 item 5b: Councillor Carrington reported no change. 

6c Street Lighting Requests page 1 item 5c: Carried forward to monitor progress. 

6d TPO N43/1b Application to carry out works to protected trees at 3 Hall Farm, Canwick page 1 item 5d: A decision notice from NKDC was noted. Permission had been refused for a small leaved Lime tree to be cut down where it spurs from the trunk. The reason for refusal included that the extent of the works was extreme and would expose the tree to an excessive risk of infection by decay pathogens; also the works did not accord with good arboricultural practice and would be to the detriment of the amenity of the area. Tree work granted included the reduction of up to 25% of the Lime tree and the felling of a Birch tree that was not protected by the TPO and did not require consent.

7. Planning:

7a: Site at Land off School Lane, Canwick: There was no new information.

7b Installation of Services, Grange Lane: The Highways Officer had agreed to look in to this matter with the property owner and a representative from Transco. An update was awaited.

7c Two Storey extensions at Lindum House: A letter from Ms Jane Wells Head of Economic, Community and Planning Services referred to the publicity associated with this planning application and advised on the District Council’s policy and Code of Practice (Publicity for Planning Applications). This effectively endorsed the advice given to Members at the previous meeting and was noted for information. A decision on the proposal was awaited.

7d Erection of 2 illuminated Signs at Brewers Faye Restaurant, Lincoln Road, Canwick: A copy of the comments returned to NK by the Chairman were noted for information.

8. Environment:

8a Highways Issues Update: The installation of the three new litter bins had been raised with the Highways Officer who advised that the costs of posts would have to be met by the Parish Council. An agreement to meet the costs was accepted. 

8b: Canwick PCC - Signs for Church: Carried forward to monitor the supply and installation of the signs by Highways.

8c Pedestrian Safety on Canwick Hill: Cllr Carrington advised that he had updated Councillor Bliss on the discussions with Highways staff regarding pedestrian safety at the Washingborough Road/Canwick Hill junction. He had also sent preliminary results of the travel and transport section (following a pilot of the current Parish Plan project) to the Principal Highways Officer Mr Rowan Smith to indicate the level of community support to the project. The results of the survey were awaited.

8d RUPP No 8 (Sparrow Lane): Reference was made to the track known locally as Sparrow Lane which had been recently cleared of overgrown vegetation to reveal a sign post saying Road Used As Public Path (RUPP). A query had been raised in regard to the track being defined as a RUPP as opposed to a Public Footpath. This had been referred to the LCC Footpaths Officer. Mr Chris Marsh clarified the position in that RUPP 8 was designated as a Road Used as a Public Path when the definitive map for the area was first drawn in the 1950s, and that it might have been incorrectly sign posted as a public footpath in the past but it was properly signed as a RUPP. He explained the designation as somewhat ambiguous and the extent of public rights over such routes being a source of debate for many years. The uncertainty has been resolved on a route by route basis with the law assuming that such routes carry at least bridleway status unless those rights can be shown not to exist. RUPPs are now intended to be automatically reclassified as "Restricted Byways", which will be open to the public in all modes of transport other than with mechanically propelled vehicles. ‘Walkers/runners, cyclists and horse-riders may all currently and legitimately use RUPP 8 and in the fullness of time carriage drivers too will be entitled to use the route. This prompted comments of concern from Members and a suggestion to seek a modification in the future was noted.

9. Correspondence

9a NK Local Strategic Partnership: Assistant Partnership Officer Leanne Cammack invited representatives to sit on each of three new Themed Groups. LALC were also looking for anyone interested in representing the Association on these bodies. During a discussion Cllr Carrington said that he might be interested and asked for more details to be acquired. A letter to NKDC Corporate Director Mr Clive Redshaw from Cllr Carrington outlined personal views on the revised Parish Partnerships draft and was noted by Members for information.

9b NK Parish/Community Newsletter link: The Press & Publications Assistant at NKDC advised that the District Council were looking to forge closer links with local newsletters in North Kesteven to send press releases and asked for contact details. Cllr Carrington suggested a link with the Canwick Web Site was a possibility and volunteered to look in to the matter. Members agreed.

9c Local Authority Bylaws in England: A discussion paper on local authority bylaws had been received from the ODPM and was noted. Cllr O’Melia took the document to read.

9d LCC, Doorstep Crime Partnership Workshop: LCC Trading Standards Service advised of a Workshop on 25th May 2006 at the Carre Arms Hotel Sleaford starting at 10am, and was noted.

9e NK Council for Voluntary Service/Newsletter: The information was noted and it was agreed to place the information in the Village Hall foyer.

9f EMDA News Magazine: The receipt of this publication was noted.

9g Vehicular Access at 2 School Lane: Councillor Hales left the meeting at this point. The Chairman introduced a letter from the owner of this property who notified of an intention to install a private drive and pointed out that NKDC had approved the proposal last year. During a discussion Members expressed serious misgivings about the development and queried the approval given last year as no formal application had been received. The Clerk was asked to write to NKDC Head of Planning. Councillor Hales rejoined the meeting.

9h Best Kept Village Competition: Competition Organiser Teresa Palmer at the Community Council of Lincolnshire acknowledged receipt of the entry for Canwick and enclosed a number of posters to distribute around the community.

9i The Good Councillors Guide: The second edition of this publication had been obtained from LALC and a copy was given to each councillor for information.

10 Parish Plan Steering Group Update: Councillor Carrington referred to the Annual Parish meeting and advised that the Steering Group considered it had been a fruitful meeting with positive feed back. Over 70 questionnaires had been returned and additional returns were to be progressed by the group. The Steering Group were to increase their activities and would be represented at the forthcoming Village Fete to update the community and to gain feedback. The formulation of a Village Design Statement, a component of the LSP, had commenced. The receipt of a proposal that the red telephone box outside the village hall should be made a listed building was noted and Cllr Carrington volunteered to look in to this matter. The involvement of a Tree Officer was raised and it was suggested that a letter of introduction be sent to the replacement Officer at NKDC and this was approved. The Chairman thanked Cllr Carrington for the update. Appreciation of the hard work and involvement of the Steering Committee was also acknowledged.

11. Finance

11a Bank Account Update: Members received a copy of the monthly statement of accounts which showed a balance of £9,557.63 in the Deposit account following the transfer of £1,000 between accounts. The balance on the Current account was £1,077.68. The Bank had been notified of Mr Kenworthy’s resignation and a request for a new mandate to revise the bank signatories had been submitted. Unfortunately this had delayed the receipt of an up to date bank statement, the transfer of funds and consequently the return of an unpaid cheque. The Chairman advised that he had made a visit to the bank on the 8th May 2006 to rectify the anomaly and was hopeful that the situation had been sorted. 

11b Payments Due in May: Members were informed that scrutiny of the Annual Insurance had been undertaken. In being mindful of the funds connected with the Parish Plan initiative it was considered prudent to obtain an addition of the Fidelity Guarantee (to £10,000) for the current year. In this regard Allianz/Cornhill had advised an additional premium of £23.10. The Clerk recalled the renewal payment approved at the previous meeting was £306.28. However, with the additional premium the costs to renewal the insurance would be £329.38. The addition of the Fidelity Guarantee was accepted. Two further invoices had been received. Capricorn Graphics had submitted an invoice for £207.77 (Parish Plan expenses for paper and ink cartridges) and the second from Service Team Ltd at £45.76 for grass cutting during April. The payments were considered and permission was given to clear them.

11c Transfer of Funds: There was no requirement to transfer any funds this month.

11d 2005/06 Audit: Members were informed that the accounts had been reconciled for the 2005/06 financial year and the Balance Sheet had been completed. Notices to notify the Electors of their Rights had been displayed today on the Notice Board and in the Village. Preparations were to be taken in hand to collate the invoices etc and complete the Annual Return for the Internal Auditor. The Chairman said that he would make the arrangements for the Internal Audit and hoped to get it completed in time for the meeting in June. The situation was acknowledged by Members.

11e Bank Signatories: New signatories had been appointed under item 4 (page 1) this meeting.

11f LALC IT Provision: Members were informed that a bid to the Rural Social and Community Programme for assistance with computers by LALC had been successful and applications were being sought from Member Councils to a set criteria including a contribution of £100 towards a complete computer kit. The Chairman advised that the Parish Council met the criteria and proposed that an application for a lap top computer, printer and software be submitted and this was agreed unanimously.

13. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 19th June 2006, at the Village Hall, Montagu Road starting at 7.30pm. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm

